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Harry Ransom, JackO’Shea and Ernie McKinney in front of Jack's car
at the March 21st Show 'n Shine across the highway from the Santa Fe Hotel.

DON’T FORGET- - - - THE ANNUAL SPRING PICNIC APRIL 25TH AT
SUNSET PARK, 11:00 A.M. TIL ????
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~ The President‟s Page for April, 2010 ~
Howdy,
April? Good grief, we‟re really getting into Spring. I can still
remember putting up the Halloween decorations and savoring every
day as the weather cooled off. Since time appears to be going by
at breakneck speed I hope we‟re all having fun.
Okay, what is YOUR definition of fun? A good number of
members had a grand „ole time chuckling over my attempt to drive
Pam‟s Batmobile after the March meeting. Why was I back in
Driver‟s Edu.? The nerves in both legs are m.i.a. due to spinal
surgery that I elected to have in 2004. And recently I‟ve learned
that I have a degenerative condition where my own body is
destroying my muscles. Sooooooooo, I asked Pam if I could try to
power shift her cool ride around the parking lot. Well, I sort of
did okay except for braking. I guess I‟ve spent too many years
accepting the effortless application of power boosted brakes. Ya
really gotta‟ push hard on dem mechanical pedals!
In my quest for a third „Vair I‟ve passed up many a ride with 4speeds. I drove(?) Marty‟s ‟65 convertible a year ago but I spent
the whole time concentrating on his BowFlex style resistance
steering system. I think those tires are 16” wide! I had no idea
what my feet were trying to do.
Thus, I‟ve aimed my search primarily at Powerglide rides while
keeping a sharp eye out for factory A/C. But let‟s be honest. We
live in the eastern Mohave Desert. A/C is A/C is A/C. That‟s a
top priority for me. Ergo, I‟m examining a wider variety of rides
that are shifters; stay tuned. Oh, by the time you read this I‟ll
have already scared Kevin as I practiced my skills(?) in his ‟66
CORSA.

I hope there was no news film coverage at 5:00, 10:00,
and 11:00! It appears that there are plenty of shows and
events that club members can participate in or at least attend
every month. We all have commitments along with other
interests. During the March meeting the consensus of opinions
seemed to favor that the most logical approachto any group
effort was to focus on only one event per month. Of course,
any Corvair displayed at any show will stoke public interest in
the unique car. Exposure is the name of the game.
I‟m confident that most of us who attended the February
meeting were impressed by Jack‟s demonstration of heat
baffle door manipulation. We are a car club. That demo was
perfect. But you can also talk about Corvairs without delving
into high technical categories. Maybe you‟ve discovered a new
kind of wax? Show us. How about a new vinyl cleaner? Is
any company offering a superior rattle can of trunk paint? Is
the installation of Clark‟s quartz clock in the late model dash
all that difficult? Tell us about how you put in that cable
release for the trunk lock.
As I‟ve said before, this is your club. Share your expertise
and experience. You‟ve got a captive audience when you talk
about Corvairs.
Well, that‟s enough writing for my second “belt toss” column
as an officer. I do hope to be adding a late model ride to
the club‟s inventory very, very soon.
- - - - - - - Boris Soxauff (a.k.a. Harry)

VEGAS VAIRS
2010 MEETING MINUTES
03/10/10
Recorded by Secretary PAUL BERNARDO

Members Present:
Paul Bernardo
Vicki Bernardo
Harry Ransom
Howard Stoner
Jack Cornwell
Suzan Sibert
Arlon Sibert
Paul Green
Bob Helt
John D’Angerio
Ernest Mckinney
John Charaska
John O'Shea
Kevin Britt
Vic Howard
Ingrid Howard
Pamela Castiglione

On April 16th Fairway Chevrolet will have a free
car show from 6:00 PM
to 9:00 PM, we need to arrive at 3:00 PM to get
good parking as a club.

Minutes: New Business
Pamela is the new activities chairman
Find out which members are non renewed.
Treasures Report: We have $638.17 currently.

Other members should bring side dishes and
deserts and salads and rsvp
would be appreciate call Paul and Vicki so we
know how much to prepare
702-398-3972

Old Business
We discussed see car collection locally mostly
American convertibles of
all years,

Drawing of door prizes was done and 50/50
drawing was awarded to Paul
and Vicki for $29.00 and meeting was adjourned at
8:25 PM

Check on Wells Fargo bank information

Thanks,
Paul

Super Chevy Show - Discussed parking as a group of
Corvairs at the strip
which is at the Las Vegas Speedway cost to enter a
vehicle is unknown?
Date was March 20-21st
Greasers - Rod and Custom Boulder Hwy April 10th
which includes a big
swap meet.

Discussed possible get together as a club to see
Imperial Palace as a
group we will discuss next meeting
Spring picnic on April 25th for our Annual Corvair
Club Meeting
The following people are bringing food for the
picnic:
Condiments - Paul & Vicki Bernardo
Plates & Buns & Meat - Vic and Angred
Sodas - Pamela

Clark‟s Corvair Parts®
CATALOG SALE

Over 650 pages; 3+ Lbs.; over 15,000 parts.
You need the 2007-2012 catalog.
The following offers are good February, March
& April 2010:
$1 with a parts order over $20
$3 In USA (shipping included). Order by
phone, fax, mail or email.
$5 To Canada (shipping included). Order by
phone, fax, mail or email.
Clark’s Corvair Parts ®
400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA
01370
413-625-9776 FAX: 413-625-8498
www.corvair.com
email: clarks@corvair.com

CARS/PARTS FOR SALE OR WANTED
Kevin Britt has several of his fine Corvairs for sale. Contact Kevin at mekbritt01@aol.com .

This is his 1964 Monza
Convertible. It has a black
interior, 4 speed
transmission and a 110
hp engine. ASKING
$14,750.00 (MAKE
OFFER)

His 1964 Spyder with a 150 hp Turbo, 4 speed
transmission, factory sport steering wheel,
79,000 original miles comes with Kelsey –
Hayes knock off wheels and a custom made
trailer to match which also has Kelsey-Hayes
wheels available. ALL THIS FOR ONLY $14,000

SECRETARY RTSECRETARY REPORT

HE IS WILLING TO NEGOTIATE PRICE AS WELL AS
SEPARATE THE TRAILER AND THE WHEELS INTO
SEPARATE PACKAGES.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
PAUL BERNARDO has a 1993 GMC TYPHOON SUV, one of 4000 made in ’93 with all wheel drive, V6, turbo
charged and inter-cooled, only 48,000 orig. miles. This was GMs star performer in 92 &93, Road and Track tested
and stated it was faster then a new Corvette to 60 mph (5.3 sec) while still achieving 20 mpg. It is fast and smooth
with all wheel drive, full leather interior plus all other options that were standar on a $30,000 car of its day. Only
$9,000 buys a cool classic that will drive anywhere. Contact Paul at702-398-3972 or email: paulselect@mvdsl.com

QUICK TIP
CONTRIBUTED BY DANIEL MONASTERIO ON VIRTUAL VAIRS:
Do you experience difficult engine starting now and then, but can't find the cause? It could be the electrical
contacts in your ignition switch getting ready to give up. The drawing shows a way to extend the life of a
good ignition switch and perhaps save a switch getting ready to give up. This modification eliminates the
heavy electrical load going through the ignition switch when starting the engine. The relay, available at most
auto parts stores, supplies the heavy electrical load to the starter motor and the ignition switch only supplies
a trickle of current to activate the relay.

============================================================================================

WHAT ARE THESE?

ASK JACK O’SHEA !

__________________________________________________________________________________________
_______

IF YOUR NAME IS ON THE LIST BELOW, IT MEANS

YOU HAVE NOT PAID YOUR 2010 DUES.
WELCOME TO RAFEECORVAIR.COM
Parts and rebuilding services in the Heartland.

PLEASE SEND THE $20 TO THE TREASURER AS
THIS WILL BE THE LAST NOTICE AND WE WILL NO
LONGER SEND YOU THE NEWSLETTER AND WILL
REMOVE YOUR NAME(S) FROM THE ROSTER.

Hook up your ride with high quality parts from Rafee Corvair!
Available 7 days a week at 918-753-2486. We will be glad to answer any questions you might have. E-mail: rafee@rafeecorvair.com,
no charge for advice.
We are a full-time parts and service shop for your Vair: whether you want to keep it stock, or modify it to gain
performance, Rafee can do it: complete restoration & full line of rebuilding services, powder-coating and chrome. We stock a large selection of new,
used and some NOS parts. We carry durable gaskets that are custom made for Rafee Corvair. All our parts are exact reproductions for easy
installation. Sick and tired of paying high prices for parts to keep your ride going??? Why not give us a try? Here are some examples of our great
prices:

-60/9 all, engine harness, $74.25

-61/4 chrome gas cap with key, $17.88

-60/4 engine shroud seal, 4 pieces, heavy duty, $16.25.

- 60-9 differential top cover gasket, cork, $4.25

-60/9 thick cork valve cover gaskets, $6.50/pair

-universal HP Accel coil, $28.25

-60/9 oil pan gasket, thick cork or aluminum, $6.25

-63/9 mirror with Chevy bow-tie, $27.80

-TRW forged pistons, $295

-7 mm sparkplug wires, blue/ black/ red, $26.55.

-60/9 rod bearings, std or .010, $54.98

–correct roller rockers for your Vair, $309 (prices subject to change)

We carry Soffseal weatherstrips, KYB, Hastings rings, Taylor wires in various colors, tissue dispensers all years, mirrors all years,
Isky cams new and reground, cam gears stock and HP, brake shoes, disc brake kits, correct fan belts, carburetor kits cars and
turbo, turn signal switches, turn signal levers, grommets, oil filters, Viton O’rings, clutch cables all years, and many more. We
accept Paypal and all major credit cards. We offer discounts to clubs.

Check us on the web to order online and view Rafee’s work.

We ship worldwide. Nous parlons francais & hablamos espanol.

We are looking forward to doing business with you. Happy to be at your service!

Paul & Vicki Bernardo
Frank Billotti, Jr.
Mike & Dani Cassera
Pam Castiglione
Lloyd & Shelley Fellows
Jacob Havins
Mike Hurd
Melvin C. Jackson
Kelly Magowan
Marty & Bertha Katz
William Lager
Gil & Sharon Miller
John Parker
Rudy & Char Scheindt
Richard Watts
James & Nora Zale.

A REPLACEMENT FOR THE CORVAIR THERMOSTATS
Do you have two working thermostats on your car? Are
your rear air doors closed when the engine is cold and
wide open when the engine is warmed up? If so, that’s
getting to be a rare sight these days with replacement
thermostats costing about sixty dollars each. Along with
being expensive the replacements don’t seem to last very
long.
There’s something that can substitute fairly well for the
thermostat and only costs about twelve dollars new or
about half that for a used part. Ever seen one of these?

This is a 1966 Corvair choke coil. Every Corvair since 1962
has a pair of these. There is one on each cylinder head.
Choke coils are what control the choke valves in each
carburetor for cold engine starting. The loop at the end of
the coil changes position when the coil is heated. A metal
rod is connected to the coil loop on one end and the
carburetor choke linkage on the other end. The choke
coils are located next to the exhaust manifolds on each
cylinder head, so as the engine heats up the coils pull the
carburetor chokes to the open position.
The engine thermostats operate almost like the choke
coils. The thermostats open and close the air doors at the
rear of the engine. You can see the air doors through the
air grill below the rear bumper. Here are two pictures of a
Corvair thermostat.

The top picture shows how the thermostat looks when the
engine is cold. The rod on the right edge is connected to
one of the engine rear air doors which would be closed
when the thermostat is cold. The lower picture shows how
the thermostat looks when the engine is warmed up to
normal operating temperature. When the thermostat is
fully expanded the air door is pushed wide open.

Let’s get back to those carburetor choke coils. The coil on
the left is cold. You can just see the loop that holds the
actuating rod on the right edge of the middle opening. I
heated the coil on the right with a hair dryer. You can see
that the loop on the end of the coil has moved to the left.
If I had continued heating the coil the loop would have
moved all the way to the left edge of the middle opening.

close the air door just like the thermostat does? Mechanically
the coil works just as good as the thermostat. Temperature
wise the coil and the thermostat work a little differently. As
the coil warms up it opens the air door sooner than the
thermostat. For those of us living in the Southwest that
probably doesn’t make much difference. For people living in
the colder parts of the country earlier opening of the air doors
will affect the time it takes for the engine to warm up.
There are at least three styles of Corvair choke coils. The 1960
coil is not suitable for this project. The 1961 Corvair had a
manual choke and no choke coils. The 1962 and 1963 models
had choke coils very similar to the 1966 coils pictured on the
left, but the 1962 and 1963 coils are too weak to open and
close the air doors. The 1964 to 1969 choke coils are what you
need for this project.
In the picture below the choke coil on the left is the stock
configuration. The coil on the right has had the metal tab bent
which allows the coil to sit flat on the bottom of the engine
lower air shroud.

If you were to mount a Corvair choke coil on a lower air
shroud, then connect a rod to the coil loop and the air
door what would happen? It turns out a choke coil has
more than enough strength to open and close a rear air
door. Does a choke coil open and

The next picture is a 1966 passenger side engine lower air
shroud with the choke coil mounted close to where the
original thermostat was located.

I mentioned earlier that the coil will heat up faster than the
original thermostat and open the air door sooner. When
the air shroud is on the car, the hot exhaust manifold is
very close to the original thermostat or in this case the
choke coil. Since the coil begins to operate at a lower
temperature than the thermostat I made the heat shield
larger and surrounded the coil to help deflect the exhaust
heat. Here’s a picture of the original heat shield on the left
and the new heat shield on the right.

hammered the air door end of the rod flat and drilled a
small hole for a cotter pin. The other end of the rod that
goes through the coil loop is prevented from coming apart
by the heat shield.
Here’s a picture of an air door with the new rod attached. I
used a #10 washer and a 1/16 diameter cotter pin.

I made the new shield in two pieces to make it easier to put
everything together.
The original thermostats are connected to the air door with
a .25 inch thick rod. I made a test rod from coat hanger
wire to determine the length I needed and discovered that
even a rod that thin worked OK. For the final fit I used a
piece of eighth inch thick rod which is a little stiffer and
more durable than coat hanger wire. After determining the
length I needed through trial and error I bent up the eighth
inch rod,

The next two pictures show everything put together and a
close-up inside the heat shield.

I tested operation of the air doors on my car
and found that both doors opened properly,
but several minutes earlier than they would
if I had actual Corvair thermostats installed.
Nevertheless, as Corvair thermostats
become harder to find it might be better to
use the choke coils than have no working
thermostats.
The credit for the choke coil idea goes to
Matt Nall, a long time Corvair enthusiast
and one of the moderators on the Virtual
Vairs Mailing List as well as the Corvair
Center web site. Matt put together a few
configurations during the past year and did
some on-car testing.
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