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EDITOR: Vic Howard

FROM THE PRESIDENT:

Howdy everyone. Are we invisible? I sometimes wonder. I‟m talking about automotive
perception and recognition here. I‟ve attended all sorts of national and local car shows for
about 55 years now. At the local level gatherings I remember much angel hair around the
tires, tufted diamond stitched interiors, louvers, lakes pipes, and Godfather white sidewalls
on the majority of the rides. Some were serious h.p. performers but most were gussied up
street cruisers.
As most “autoramas” matured one aspect stayed the same. Cars with detailed info
boards (usually on short easels) seemed to garner more interest. You could read the car‟s
history from salvaged scrap to trailer queen. In addition this display was often accompanied
by a sequential picture album detailing all of the restoration or specific customizing involved.
The owner was usually around to answer any additional detailed questions. Onlookers tended
to take these cars more seriously. This formula has endured and still works today.
Of course, some cars are just more popular than others. If you display a deuce coupe,
a ‟34 Ford 2 door sedan, a ‟37-‟39 Ford 3 window, a ‟40 Chevy 5 window, any tri-five Chevy
variant, a ‟57 T-Bird, a ‟53 or ‟62 „Vette, a ‟66 Cobra, or any HEMI „Cuda you‟re going to
get attention; lots of it. These rides don‟t have to be advertised that heavily.
But if you want to have the public really notice your “more average” car you sort of have
to make it a “blue light” special. And you‟re always best off in multiple numbers. During
the last 1 1/2 years I‟ve become quite cognizant of the presence or lack thereof of our
beloved waterless chariots at local auto shows. When I spot a lonely ‟Vair from a half mile
away it‟s usually because that‟s what I and all of you would do because we can‟t NOT notice!
If we really want to expand our club and hopefully recruit some new members we‟re simply
going to have to advertise more. Whenever you‟re driving your „Vair havesign to leave on
the dash stating the year, engine, and club activity whenever

you park.

Include our website address and YOUR phone number. Yes – they may call you; no big
deal. That‟s good. Invite them to a meeting. Leave your business card or a made up info
sheet about the club under the windshield wiper of any “strange” Corvair you see parked
that you don‟t recognize. Let „em know we‟re here.
Let „em know there‟s also a national organization. Tell „em parts are readily available
too. Be your own “welcome wagon.”
It‟s up to us to educate the Generation Xers as to the history (read existence) of our
unique and interesting cars. But the rest of the “older” public has to be reminded about
Chevy‟s little flat floor jewel. We‟ve discussed a plethora of events at every Vegas Vairs
meeting that I‟ve attended. The shows and gatherings are out there. And no, you don‟t
have to travel to Sacramento or Reno or even Laughlin. Come to the Santa Fe‟s N/E
parking lot on Sunday mornings. The eclectic mix of cars generally gather from 7:00 am
through 10:45 am. Those times should provide enough leeway to allow for various church
schedules. Hey, you can also show off your „Vair at church! There‟s also Cars & Coffee off
Eastern south of the 215 which hosts a huge gathering of auto enthusiasts every Saturday
morning.
Is committing to a show a pain in the butt? Yeah, it could be. Sure, you have to make
a specific effort. But it is so cool when folks ask you genuine interest questions about
Corvairs. I‟m NOT referring to the “Those things roll over” crowd. I observed many
curious people looking at ALL of our displayed cars at Fairway Chevrolet during their last
two open house events. You don‟t need to own a cosmetic knock-out like Ernie‟s ramp side,
Kevin‟s Spyder/trailer combo, Vic‟s coupe, or Bob‟s convertible to overwhelm the masses.
I‟ve watched Ernie get equal attention with his ‟63 Spyder coupe. “That thing is
turbocharged?” “Yes, really.”
Folks, there‟s no need for us to be invisible. Yes, we DO live in a town that offers more
competition for attention and recognition than anywhere else on the planet. Soooooo, we
just have to try harder to sell ourselves. Simply put it would be more fun with more people
with more cars. Just try to imagine going to a show with 20 cars and 35 members. That‟s
camaraderie!.
I really like Vic‟s idea of a club banner. And, we can all make our own style of info
placard to display on our rides. GM abandoned our neat rigs. They don‟t even mention the
marque in their official biography! Thus, we have an obligation to promote the car for its
survival. We have become the trustees and stewards for the Corvair.
Well, I‟ve tossed another monthly fan belt‟s worth of ideas at you. Did anyone catch it?
- - - Prez (Why do I have Torx bolts on my ‟67 door hinges?) H

(SEE THE SAMPLE OF THE VAIR SIGN ON THE NEXT PAGE)

1967 Chevrolet

Corvair Monza

164 Cubic Inch Engine
Dual Rochester Carburetors
110 Horsepower Rating
Powerglide Transmission
Rare Two-Tone Paint
All Original
Except for Repainting 6 1/2 years ago
And Electronic Ignition
41,400 Miles
Manufactured At The Willow Run
Assembly Plant In Michigan
March, 1967

Local Corvair Club

~Vegas Vairs ~
Meets The Second Wednesday Of The Month
At 7:00 pm

Denny’s Restaurant
Across
From meeting.
Sunrise IHospital
Here's a breakdown of that survey I handed out
at the APRIL
found it to be more than interesting. I hope you
enjoyed participating as well. - - - - - PREZ HARRY
On South Maryland Parkway
Vegas Vairs – Chapter #891 – Auto Survey

MORE FROM THE PRESIDENT:

This document represents a review of answers to questions asked to members at the April 14th,
2010 meeting about previous car ownership and desires for personal rides. No names were asked for
– just some personal information. There were three questions:
1st Car Driven

1st Car Owned

Up To Three Fantasy Vehicle Choices

1949 Ford V-8

1949 Ford V-8

Ferrari F-40, Porsche Carrera GT,
Dodge Viper

1933 Ford

1933 Ford

1948 Plymouth

1949 Chevy

1957 Corvette

Ford Model “A”

1947 Chevy

Dino Ferrari

1949 Chevy
1950 Chevy 2-Dr HTP

1935 Ford

Audi, Porsche 911, Bentley

1964 Oldsmobile
1950 Chevy 2-Dr HTP

Older model Jaguar

1957 Corvette, 1963 Corvette Split
Window Coupe

1935 Ford

Mint 1959 Impala, 2010 Corvette,
2010 Cadillac

1958 Chevy Impala 1954 Chevy 2-Dr Sdn

1960 Impala Convertible, Porsche 959
4WD, 1963 Galaxie 500 Convertible

1965 Buick 225

1964 AMC Rambler

1969 Stutz, Rolls-Royce Brougham,
Austin Healy, 1964 Impala
______________________________________________________________________
1962 Willys

Stand Up Mail Trk Van

1968 Camaro, 1956 Cadillac

1949 Cadillac

1947 Ford Convertible

Superformance GT-40, M-B CLS 550,
1962 Corvette, 1956 Thunderbird

1964 Fd Fairlane 2Dr

1967 Nova

1963 Corvette, 427 Cobra, Porsche
911 Turbo

1986.5 Nissan Hdbdy

1986.5 Nissan Hdbdy

1964 Vixen Convertible, Pontiac
Aztek, Saturn Sky

1962 Corvette

1963 VW Micro Bus

1949 Chevy 1/2 Ton, 1961 Intnl. 3Dr
Crew Cab, M-6(?)

Buick Wildcat

1967 Chevy S W

I‟ve already had them all!

1931 Model “A” Ford

1938 Pontiac

1970 „Cuda, 1954 Corvette, 1957
Bel Aire 2Dr. Hard Top

1939 Dodge

1929 Marmon Roos.

Cadillac CTSV, Tesla Sports Car,
1932 Dusenberg

1966 Chevy Impala 1965 Corvair

BMW, Cadillac, Lincoln Navigator

Totals: (1) - 27 separate brand models were specified on the wish list.
(2) – Corvette was the #1 most desired vehicle with seven listed.
(3) – Three brands tied for second place with four votes each.
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VEGAS VAIR MEMBERS

JOHN D’ANGERIO
RUDY SCHEINDT

They were Cadillac, Impala/Bel Air, and Porsche.
I found the results of this survey to be quite interesting. I hope you enjoyed them as well.
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POWERGLIDE OIL CHANGE INTERVALS

If you wish to submit
articles, ads, photos, etc.
email me at :
vichoward@frontiernet.ne
t or send the information
to my address listed
above.

BY BOB HELT

Chevrolet engineering originally
used the previous big car Powerglide oil
change recommendations and field data
to make their recommendations for the
1960 Corvair. Thus it was that the 1960
recommendation was that no oil changes
were necessary for the Corvair
Powerglide. Apparently the original fluid
was thought to be good for the life of the
transmission. So no drain plugs were
included in the Powerglide design.

This recommendation of no
scheduled oil changes for the Corvair
Powerglide transmissions continued until
the start of the 1965 model year. During
the intervening five years there must
have been plenty of field data and
customer complaints regarding problems
resulting from this policy. Of course the
Corvair transmission operated at much
higher temperatures than on the other
Chevrolet vehicles, rapidly oxidizing the
fluid, which could have been the source of
any problems.

No record of these complaints or
problems exists but suddenly in late
1964, Chevrolet dropped a bombshell and
decided that the Powerglide fluid should
not only be changed every 12,000 miles,
but even more frequently for severe

service. Severe service as they defined it
was what one might call normal hard
usage. But because there were no drain
plugs to allow removal of the fluid, it was
necessary to either remove the pipe used
for adding fluid to the transmission or
remove the actual oil pan. This allowed
draining of the fluid in the pan but left a
considerable amount of fluid still in the
torque converter. So the recommendation
was to just drain and replace the fluid in
the pan and leave the torque converter
fluid alone. No mention was ever made,
either, about cleaning or replacing the
internal oil filter accessible after the pan
was removed. Why was this filter service
not addressed?

So the oil change interval
recommendation went from never to a
short 12,000 miles, and even fewer miles
for severe service. It would seem that
there must have been a really serious
fluid degradation problem to require
service so frequently. This
recommendation was only twice the
recommended interval for the 1965
engine oil changes (every 6,000 miles).
In addition, there must have been some
real concern by Chevrolet Engineering to
adhere to this revised change interval
since it was mentioned three times over
the following years in their almost
monthly Dealer Service News Bulletins.

VEGAS VAIRS
2010 MEETING MINUTES
Recorded by Secretary PAUL BERNARDO
(OUR THANKS TO SALLIE WENTWORTH FOR TAKING NOTES IN THE ABSENCE OF OUR SECRETARY PAUL BERNARDO)
President Harry Ransom opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the introduction of one guest, Chuck Hanson from Mesquite who brought his very nice UltraVan to the
meeting.
Members present were: Harry Ransom, Steve and Sallie Wentworth, Vic Howard, Bob Helt, Jack O’Shea, Pamela Castiglione, Bob Boehm (who was joined by his wife
Marsha later in the meeting), Marty Katz, Paul Green, Howard Stoner, Arlon and Suzan Siebert, Mel Jackson, John Charaska and Mel Lager.
Harry indicated he had expected another guest, a father and son who own a ’62 were not in attendance.
Harry presented the results of the “First Car Owned” survey that he had passed around to be filled in by those attending at the last meeting.
Vic Howard presented the Treasurers report for Ingrid in the amount of $677.55 after the Spring picnic expenses were deducted.
Members were reminded that a resolution declaring members being dropped after two months of failing to renew their current years membership.
th

Five cars were at the Fairway Chevrolet Friday night show on April 16 .
Cars & Coffee , S/E of the 215 get 250-300 cars, including European vintage, classics, etc.
The Spring picnic was a success with 17 people, 3 dogs, 4 Corvairs and lots of food and door prizes. The Helts dog, Roc ky, provided security for the group. (see picnic
photos in the May issue) Paul Bernardo did the cooking and Vic and Ingrid brought the meat and buns and other supplies to make this a fun day.
Harry asked for a volunteer to be the membership Ambassador and none was offered.
Vic thanked Bob Helt, Bob Boehm, Jack O’Shea and Pamela Castiglione for articles they submitted to the newsletter. He asked f or other members to submit articles
and pictures of their Corvair projects. How they came about, what they did as well as recommendations on how to do their projects on your car.
The Fremont Experience originally was set for 150 cars and boosted to 200, Harry asked if any Corvairs were registered because the bookings are closed.
The Strip @ Speedway Memorial Day Weekend Rockabilly event was discussed. A 1940’s theme with stewardess hairstyles for women etc. are planned.
Vic suggested purchasing a club banner that could be displayed by members who attend Friday Nite Cruizes or other shows. He agreed to look into some prices and
other members offered suggestions on portable mountings to display them. Discussion on using the “Welcome to Las Vegas” sign took place and he said he would
come back with some recommendations in June.
Harry Ransom put his “new” ’67 4 door in the GM show at Centennial Buick/GMC and won a trophy for his class.
th

Gasoline Alley Birthday Bash on May 29-30 is touted as the biggest car show on grass in the county. It is listed as an event of merit with the State of Nevada. A $30
entry fee if registered before Saturday and $35 at the show. First come first served.
Howard Stoner asked Vic to make up some windshield tags for members to put on Corvairs the see at shopping centers, etc. that invite them to visit or join our club.
For Sale or wanted: Vic asked if anyone had an early model (61-63) steering box since he has a friend who is building a rat rod and would like to use the Corvair box.
No one seems to have one right now. This brought up a discussion by Mel Jackson on how to “dial in” a steering box.
From the newsletters we receive from other clubs Harry read a cute/funny article a newlywed wrote about her new husband (in 1994) bringing home a Corvair
needing restoration thinking they could do this together. Over the years it has become a “potting bench” and never made it to the restoration. It never made it and is
ready to move on to someone who might be willing to tackle it. Offers accepted.
Door prizes were won by Mel Jackson, Harry Ransom, Paul Green, Jack O’Shea and Sallie Wentworth. Bob Helt was the winner of the 50/50 for $23.00
Volunteers for June door prizes , Jack O’Shea, Bill Lager and Mel Jackson.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm

AFTER THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED:
Paul Green presented a video of the 2008 Shootout of the Bonneville Salt Flats for both 2 wheel and 4 wheel speed records.

ACTIVITIES

Las Vegas Cruisin' Association "Cruise Nights"
“Special Events” & “Car Show Schedule”
The Las Vegas Cruisin' Association, Inc. is a Non-Profit Organization committed to reliving the best of the good ol' days in a
safe, sane, sensible and responsible manner. The organization intends to bring back the good ol' memories and atmosphere of the
50's, 60's, 70's & 80’s.
Membership is Open to Anyone interested in automobiles and would like to meet others with similar interests. The
$15 annual Membership / Donation includes a Windshield Decal, Dash Plaque and a Monthly Newsletter via E-Mail or
U.S. Postal Service, that provides information on upcoming Automotive Events, Cruises, Car Shows, Swap Meets &
Special Interest Events, in & around the Las Vegas area.
All “Cruise Nights, Special Events, & Car Shows” are Open to All Years, Makes & Models of Vehicles. and
is Open to the Public and Free to Spectators of All Ages.
NOTE: Events, Dates, Times, Locations & Details are Subject to Change. Call to verify.
* Check your Monthly Cruise Newsletter for Details & More Information on other Up-coming events *

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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LVCAI “Cruise Nights”, “Special Events” & “Car Show Schedule”

May 15 Shari's Diner "Saturday Cruise Night" 1900 N. Buffalo / Lake Mead 6pm-9pm
Saturday

May 21
Friday

May 22
Saturday

(702) 870-6424
* Special Burger, Fries, Root Beer Float Special: $7.50 * 1950's Rock N' Roll Diner * Great Food & Beverage Specials *
* Free Drawings & Give-Aways * Hear Rock N' Eds Juke Box Saturday Night music from Big Band thru the 60's *

Mustang / Hot Rod Depot “Friday Cruise Night” 2510 E. Sunset Rd. #7 6pm-9pm (702) 262-0011
* 3rd Annual Charity Cruise-In for St. Judes Ranch * Raffle Prizes * Free Drinks * Pizza Specials * All Years, Makes & Models

Aurelio's Pizza

6pm-9pm (702) 685-6000

"Saturday Cruise Night" 10960 S.Eastern #107 Hend 89052
* Half off on All Food Items * Free Ice Cream & Soda for Kids * $2.00 Drafts & $2.00 well drinks * Free Drawings *

June 4th- 6th “Vegas Cruise 2010” FSE Pre-1972 Classic Vehicles have been met (702) 643-0000
June 12 Findlay Lincoln Mercury "Saturday Get-Together" at Henderson AutoMall (702) 419-2450
Saturday
* Grand Opening at New Automall location * Free BBQ & Drinks * All Makes, Years, & Models
of Vehicles *
June 18

Farmer Boys Restaurant “Friday Cruise Night” 5847 S. Decatur/Russell 6pm-9pm (702) 871-8500

June 19 Frank's "Father's Day Car Show" I-215 / Rainbow Blvd 10am-4pm (702) 743-4793
June 26 Little Dumplings "Saturday Cruise Night"

2555 W. Craig Rd/Simmons

6pm-9pm (702) 646-8889

The following books are for sale from BOB HELT:
--THE CLASSIC CORVAIR. A technical maintenance and upgrade manual. 310 pages.
$35+$7 S&H.
--CORVAIR

SECRETS. Little known design and operational insights. 170 pages.

$25+$6 S&H.
--HOW

TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR ROCHESTER CARBURETORS .

Comprehensive carburetor information. 110 pages. $20+$5 S&H.
Call me at 256-2008 to arrange delivery at any club meeting for no S&H charges Check or
Money Order to:
(Sorry, no paypal)

Bob Helt
3016 Pearl Harbor Dr.
=============================================================================================================================
Las Vegas, NV 89117

EXPERT CORVAIR REPAIR
After almost 30 yrs. In the Corvair repair business I have moved to Las
Vegas and I am now doing repairs in my shop at home.

SECRETARY
RTSECRETARY
REPOR

I do excellent work at a fair price….. brakes, suspension engines and
clutch…. Most mechanical and electrical work.

CARS ARE KEPT INSIDE AND WELL CARED FOR:
CALL MARTY KATZ AT
303-7829
FOR AN ESTIMATE OR TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT.

WELCOME TO RAFEECORVAIR.COM
Parts and rebuilding services in the Heartland.
Hook up your ride with high quality parts from Rafee Corvair!
Available 7 days a week at 918-753-2486. We will be glad to answer any questions you might have. E-mail: rafee@rafeecorvair.com, no charge for advice.
We are a full-time parts and service shop for your Vair: whether you want to keep it stock, or modify it to gain performance, Rafee can do it: complete restoration & full line of
rebuilding services, powder-coating and chrome. We stock a large selection of new, used and some NOS parts. We carry durable gaskets that are custom made for Rafee Corvair. All
our parts are exact reproductions for easy installation. Sick and tired of paying high prices for parts to keep your ride going??? Why not give us a try? Here are some examples of
our great prices:
-60/9 all, engine harness, $74.25

-61/4 chrome gas cap with key, $17.88

-60/4 engine shroud seal, 4 pieces, heavy duty, $16.25.

- 60-9 differential top cover gasket, cork, $4.25

-60/9 thick cork valve cover gaskets, $6.50/pair

-universal HP Accel coil, $28.25

-60/9 oil pan gasket, thick cork or aluminum, $6.25

-63/9 mirror with Chevy bow-tie, $27.80

-TRW forged pistons, $295

-60/9 rod bearings, std or .010, $54.98

-7 mm sparkplug wires, blue/ black/ red, $26.55.

–correct roller rockers for your Vair, $309 (prices subject to change)

We carry Soffseal weatherstrips, KYB, Hastings rings, Taylor wires in various colors, tissue dispensers all years, mirrors all years, Isky cams new and
reground, cam gears stock and HP, brake shoes, disc brake kits, correct fan belts, carburetor kits cars and turbo, turn signal switches, turn signal levers,
grommets, oil filters, Viton O’rings, clutch cables all years, and many more. We accept Paypal and all major credit cards. We offer discounts to clubs.
Check us on the web to order online and view Rafee’s work.
We ship worldwide. Nous parlons francais & hablamos espanol.

We are looking forward to doing business with you. Happy to be at your service!

Clark‟s Corvair Parts

®

Clark’s has been your supplier for quality repros for the past 37 years. This year, we expect to reproduce even more parts for your Corvair.

See the Supplement for the following:
Var io u s N e w F C Ite m s

1964 Tr im

Tu r b o par t s

stain l e ss g as t an k se n d e r s

Late m o d el steer in g c o lu m n par ts

650 Page 2007-2012 Catalog
USA - $6 CANADA - $9.95 Most Other Countries - $12.95

Clark’s Corvair Parts®
400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

413-625-9776

www.corvair.com

FAX: 413-625-8498

email: clarks@corvair.com

CARS/PARTS FOR SALE OR WANTED
Kevin Britt has several of his fine Corvairs for sale. Contact Kevin at mekbritt01@aol.com .

This is his 1964 Monza
Convertible. It has a black
interior, 4 speed transmission
and a 110 hp engine. ASKING
$14,750.00 (MAKE OFFER)

His 1964 Spyder with a 150 hp Turbo, 4 speed
transmission, factory sport steering wheel,
79,000 original miles comes with Kelsey –Hayes
knock off wheels and a custom made trailer to
match which also has Kelsey-Hayes wheels
available. ALL THIS FOR ONLY $14,000 HE IS
WILLING TO NEGOTIATE PRICE AS WELL AS SEPARATE
THE TRAILER AND THE WHEELS INTO SEPARATE
PACKAGES.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
PAUL BERNARDO has a 1993 GMC TYPHOON SUV, one of 4000 made in ’93 with all wheel drive, V6, turbo charged and
inter-cooled, only 48,000 orig. miles. This was GMs star performer in 92 &93, Road and Track tested and stated it was
faster then a new Corvette to 60 mph (5.3 sec) while still achieving 20 mpg. It is fast and smooth with all wheel drive, full
leather interior plus all other options that were standar on a $30,000 car of its day. Only $9,000 buys a cool classic that
will drive anywhere. Contact Paul at702-398-3972 or email: paulselect@mvdsl.com

