VEGAS VAIRS VISION
JULY 2010

EDITOR: VIC HOWARD

What a rush...going over 100 Miles per hour on a slick clay race track...
This was Jack Cornwell Friday 4 June 2010 at the Norman County Raceway, in Ada, Minnesota

================================================================================

Well, the El Dorado Park show is now in the history books. Jack O'Shea and I had the only Corvairs there out of about
350 cars. It was a long and then progressively warmer day. I'll go again next year but I won't stay the whole time - no
need.
Lots and lots of folks looked at our cars. Most were fascinated by Jack's four barrel conversion. Who knows what
interest we stirred up? Actually, Jack had to turn down two marriage proposals. Yeah, a smooth talker like that with a
red convertible and you know what can transpire! He's a charmer! See him at work in an attached photo along with a
Candy Clark portrait.
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~ The President‟s Page for July, 2010 ~
Howdy,

still working your five to six days per

Well, it‟s that time of year when
we tend to hibernate. Most other
residents of the U.S. and Canada
relish the summer season but it‟s our
“winter” drudgery for any and all who
dwell in a true desert environ.

week career schedule. So, very early
Saturday and/or Sunday mornings are
probably the best time to be
rebuilding those brakes or flushing out
those Rochesters.
The direct sun is the nemesis. Our

There‟s no shoveling or ice scraping

Mexican neighbors learned eons ago

but we DO plan everything around the

that a broad brimmed sombrero is 3/4

thermometer.

of the battle with solar toasting.

Outside activities? Pool parties
and boating/rafting are about it. Pack
the stands for a 51s game? Nope –
they really need a domed stadium.
LVMS Bullring races?

Well, the

beers are only a buck so I guess after
$6.00 you start to accept the
heat??? Midnight Mayhem drag
racing? Let‟s see, at 1:00am it‟s

Shade is the key. I‟m NOT a morning
person but when the roof needs
sealing or the wood trim needs
touching up or leaves have to be
scooped I‟ve found that I can perform
those tasks more readily BEFORE
sunrise. And, with this routine no one
can argue against my needing a wee
nap later in the day!

down to 95F. Hmmmmmmmmmmm.

Seriously folks, you can get a lot

Car shows? Thank you, but no thanks.

done on your little Chevy before

What‟s a gearhead to do? We have

shade is required. I‟m stressing this

to tough it out, that‟s what. Or, plan

topic in this month‟s column since I‟ve

real carefully. Let‟s say you‟re trying

heard a number of club members relay

to bring a Corvair back to life, or, it‟s

that by May or June they have to

just in need of some regular

postpone any work on their cars until

maintenance. You may or may not

late September or October. Well,

have a garage. And maybe you‟re

just 45 minutes of dedicated effort
during the coolest time of day does

add up as the weekends go by. Now

all possible? I‟ve talked a lot about

I‟ll be the first to say that if a hobby

upcoming car shows and other events

car is all work and little or no play

at the meetings recently but I guess

then it ain‟t a good hobby. But you

it‟s more important that we first have

bought your car(s) for a reason,

members‟ cars running at all in the

right? If you purchased a “project”

first place. Let‟s talk more about our

car that needs EVERYTHING than you

bargain Porsches during future

had better have a hvac controlled

meetings.

garage with a lift, all the proper
tools, and a bit more than casual
expertise. Just don‟t complain that
you didn‟t know what you were in for
if the project becomes an
overwhelming impossibility.

Should we plan a clinic session
where we can tackle carburetor
synchronizing? Would you be adversed
to having some of the real mechanics
in the club volunteer to come to your
stranded Corvair at home and seeing

I know enough about mechanics to be

what can be done to get „er fired up?

dangerous. But, after considering

This could also be a group learning

numerous Corvairs that needed some

session for other club members to

type of substantial work in various

attend and observe? These potential

categories (read CHEAPER) I finally

activities could take place during a

decided to pay the necessary bucks

summer evening or during the fall if

and I purchased a very clean car that

necessary. Think about it. Express

I could enjoy immediately. It‟s

your ideas at the next meeting.

certainly not a concourse champion but
most items that need attention are
cosmetic – I HOPE!!!
However, for most of us it‟s

Hey, we say we are primarily a
social club. How about we continue
socializing but maybe sometimes with
wrenches in hand? Those are just

usually within the areas of fine tuning,

some ideas to consider as my tossed

minor rebuilding/replacement, or

“literary belt” for this month.

cosmetic massaging that we try to
perform ourselves or, pay someone
else to initiate. Either way don‟t we
all really want to drive our „Vairs if at

- - - - - Prez (should I buy 15”
wheels?

ACTIVITIES
Horsepower Madness Car Show at Centennial Buick/GMC
on Saturday evening 5:00 - 9:00 PM. July 3rd.
6501 Centennial Center Blvd.
$10.00 donation entry fee for Foundation for Positively
Kids
Produced by Pappas Motorsports - Free hot dogs for all
registered vehicles - Many awards. Display area is on the
NORTH side of building so the sun is gone by 6:00 PM.

July 16

Farmer Boys Restaurant “Friday Cruise Night” 5847 S.
Decatur/Russell 6pm-9pm (702) 871-8500

Dairy Queen in the K-Mart Shopping Center east side of
Rancho and north of Craig EVERY Friday evening from
6:00 to 9:00 PM

VEGAS VAIRS
JULY 9,2010 MEETING MINUTES
Recorded bySUZAN SIEBERT for Secretary PAUL BERNARDO

Members Present: John D’Angerio, Bob Helt, Ingrid &
Vic Howard, Bill Lager, Ernie McKinney Jack O’Shea, G.
Harry Ransom, Arlon & Suzan Sibert, Howard Stoner.
Guest, Carlo Lopez.

June 12 there will be a car show at a Findlay
dealership in the Auto Show Mall from 10 a.m. –
3p.m.

G. Harry Ransom, President opened the meeting at
Denny’s Restaurant, 3081 S. Maryland Parkway, Las
Vegas, NV at 7 p.m. Harry welcomed visitor, Carlo
Lopez. Harry met Carlo at a car show in April.

September 11th Cruise night Towne-Center Lounge
II, 2992 W. Cheyenne North Las Vegas.

Treasurer’s Report: Ingrid Howard, Treasurer,
reported a new balance of $694.86.
Ingrid stated all the paper work is now in order for G.
Harry Ransom, President, to be added to the
signature card for the club’s checking account at
Mojave State Bank.
The treasurer or the president will the only authorized
officers to sign checks on the Vegas Vairs checking
account at Mojave State Bank..
Harry stated the club is in need of a membership
chairperson as well as an Activities Director. Pam
Castiglione has resigned as Activities Director
Harry asked the membership if they were interested
in going to view the auto collection at the Imperial
Palace Hotel. The collection is all for sale and getting
quite small compared to the past years.
Harry mentioned a number of weekly car meets:
Cars and Coffee which meets at Sansone Park Place
Shopping Center, 9500 S. Eastern Ave., Henderson; 8
a.m. – 11 a.m. each Saturday visit
carsandcoffeelasvegas.com
Rod Runners meets every Saturday at Denny’s, 10144
W. Flamingo Road 8 – 11 a.m. call 340-3184 for info.
Classic Car Cruise night is every Wednesday and
meets at Santa Fe Mining Co., 5021 N. Rainbow Blvd.
6 – 10p.m. info e-mail JUDGGTO69@aol.com.

Upcoming events to keep in mind:

October 20 – 24th Lake Havasu City auto show a
very large show with $10 entry fee.
October 23rd Car show at the Hilton Hotel 11 a.m. 4 p.m.
November 9th the car collection & museum of Art &
Shirley Goldstrom is open to the public. The
Collection is located near the Orleans Hotel in Las
Vegas.
Harry mentioned due to the problems the casino
owner, Mr. Black, in Mesquite is having there is a
question if there will be any future car shows up
there.
Vic printed notices for members to put on Corvairs
to encourage Corvair owners to join our club.
Vic was thanked for his newsletter. Vic had a club
banner made up at the cost of $58.00. Vic made a
stand for the banner. Thanks Vic for a great job.
Jack will modify the stand, which will make the top
piece easier to transport. Harry will store the banner
and stand for use at car shows and events that club
members attend.
Harry has sent new photos to Mike for use in
updating the website.
Harry told about information available on tire sizes.
Some sizes may no longer be available. Other
repair topics were mentioned as well as Corvairs for
sale. For info contact Jack or Harry. Last word is
that Kevin Britt still has his Corvair and matching
trailer for sale.
Howard held the door prize drawings. The winners
were Bill, Arlon, Jack and Vic. John D’Angerio won
the 50/50 drawing $21.00.
Ernie & Vic will bring door prizes next month.
Respectfully submitted,
Suzan Sibert, Acting Recording Secretary

The following books are for sale.
--THE CLASSIC CORVAIR. A technical maintenance and upgrade manual. 310 pages.
$35+$7 S&H.
--CORVAIR

SECRETS. Little known design and operational insights. 170 pages.

$25+$6 S&H.
--HOW

TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR ROCHESTER CARBURETORS .
Comprehensive carburetor information. 110 pages.
$20+$5 S&H.

Call me at 256-2008 to arrange delivery at any club meeting for no S&H charges Check or MO to: :
PayPal

Sorry, no

Bob Helt
3016 Pearl Harbor Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89117

EXPERT CORVAIR REPAIR
After almost 30 yrs. In the Corvair repair business I have moved to Las Vegas and I
am now doing repairs in my shop at home.
I do excellent work at a fair price….. brakes, suspension engines and clutch…. Most
mechanical and electrical work.

SECRETARY RTSECRETARY REPORT

CARS ARE KEPT INSIDE AND WELL CARED FOR:
CALL MARTY KATZ AT
303-7829

FOR AN ESTIMATE OR TO MAKE AN

APPOINTMENT.

The Ongoing Projects of my 1966 Corvair Monza

BY: VIC HOWARD
Last September, I attended the Roddin’ On The
River car show in Laughlin, Nevada and ran into
an acquaintance who had installed after
market power window kits on his vintage truck.
I decided it looked easy enough so I asked him
where he got the kit and it turned out the
vendor was also attending the show and had a
universal kit that would work on the doors of
my 66’ Monza. For those of you who might be
interested in the kit the company I purchased it
from is G.S.M. Street Rod Products and can be
found at www.gemstreetrods.com. You can also
buy direct from the distributor hot rod products
and can be contacted at:
www.protocolperfomance.com
Or by phone: 1-800-873-4038.
I thought this would be a simple installation and
it would have been had I not decided to make
other changes to the interior while I was at it.
I’ll get into those changes later in this article.
After removing the hardware and door panels
the most difficult part of this project was
getting electricity to the power units. I
purchased some rubber door looms from
Summit Racing to accommodate the wires for
the power door locks and window units. These
required a ½ “hole to be drilled in the front face
of the doors and on the door jam. I drilled the
door jams adjacent to the opening of the air
vents then drilled a hole above that opening to
run the wires through. I bought a variety of
sizes of grommets to use on that hole just to

make sure I had one that all the wires would fit
through. The wire loom running from the door
to the jam had a ½ “ inside diameter and was
just enough space to run two wires for the door
lock and three for the power window unit.
Fishing all of that through was probably the
hardest part of the project. ( See photos below)

I next turned my attention to mounting the
power window unit itself. First I had to make
sure both the driver door and passenger door
windows moved up and down freely. Rather
then remove them, which would have required
removing/damaging the fuzzies and removing
the vent window, which is a project I do not
want to attempt at this time, I chose to
lubricate the mechanism and tracks liberally. I
then chose the right attachment, among many
that come with the kit, which would fit on the
shaft where the window crank would normally
attach. The instructions are mainly photos that
are easily understood and I had very little
problem assembling the plastic geared pieces
into the mechanism

Next I needed to mount the motor end of this
“arm” and found that the upper square opening
on the inside center of the door was a perfect
location.

The metal pieces and screws come with the kit
to attach this to the inside of the door without
causing any restrictions or “bulging” of the door
panel when it is put in place.
After that I had to decide where to put the
switches and I chose to mount them on the
door panels. The driver side has two switches,
one for each door and the passenger side has
one.

Also with the kit are several covers for the shaft,
each has a different thickness depending on
how far the shaft extended through the door
panel. I had to glue them in place from the back
since the attachment piece that is supposed to
hold it in place would not do so.
I was very happy that once all of this wiring and
mounting of the motor, switches and covers
worked! Both windows roll up and down easily
and now I can get on with the rest of the
project.
As it turned out, I completely changed the
interior of my car including changing the

outside rearview mirrors to manual remotes.
When I purchased this car from the late Herb
Berkman, he included in the sale both exterior
rear view mirrors that had been painted at the
same time as the car was, sometime in the mid
to late 1990’s. Installing the driver side remote
was easy however the passenger side was going
to be a problem since the cable to operate the
remote feature was extra long to allow the
driver to adjust it from somewhere on the dash.
I ended up coiling the cable inside the
passenger door and placing the remote on the
door itself rather than trying to “fish” the cable
through the front of the door, into the door
jam, around the air conditioning evaporator and
finding a suitable location for the control arm.
While I was working with the wiring for the
power window units, I decided it was time to
clean up the mess of wires under the dash.
Some of them were part of the aftermarket
stereo and power antenna. Fortunately I had
added another fuse box under the dash some
time ago. It is always “hot” since I ran a #10 red
wire from the battery connection to a location
below the parking brake handle. It uses the flat
fuses found in later model cars. Cleaning up
these wires meant removing the radio, center
A/C vents (also aftermarkets), the glove box and
various switches mounted under the dash. I was
able to fabricate a piece of metal to replace the
ash tray and fit it into that spot with the switch
for overriding the electric fuel pump (to prime
the carbs) and the emergency flasher switch.
There is room for other switches if I choose to
add other gadgets later on. I re-ran wires, used
numerous plastic ties to group them together
and even though there are a number of non
stock wires under the dash, at least they are in
some kind of neat order. At least I think so.
Hopefully I won’t have to mess with them for a
long long time.

One other BIG project also emerged from my original
goal of simply installing a power window kit for the
doors. It was the color of the interior. When I purchased
this car from Herb it was to replace a rust bucket I had
purchased at a Great Western Fan Belt Toss a year
earlier. Of course I didn’t know it was a rust bucket until
after I had redone the front and rear suspension,
cleaned up and got the engine running satisfactorily
and completely redone the interior in off whites and
browns. It was a green car and the one I bought from
Herb is white with black hood and trim. I went ahead
and painted the interior of the white car brown. Now,
since I have removed/changed about everything else
inside the car I figured I might as well redo the interior
and while I was at it, I would insulate the floor and back
firewall with Fatmat which is a product similar to
Dynamat. This turned out to be the biggest job of my
whole project. I had to remove the seats, panels I had
made to replace where the rear seat would be, remove
the carpet, scrape all the stuff that 44 years had
deposited to the floors, sand and paint the interior side
of the doors and rear quarter panels and then decide
what to do about the brown carpet and door panels. I
decided to try the spray paint for vinyl/cloth and
hopefully carpet. I started with the drivers door panel
which was a big big mistake! I should have tested one of

the rear quarter panels (coupe) since I was trying to
paint the vinyl black and the cloth inserts white. It didn’t
work. The white looked awful and after several coats of
this special paint the cloth was stiff and scratchy. I
ended up painting black over the white and although it
covered it, the scratchy stiff feeling is even worse. I
probably will end up taking them to my upholsterer and
have them recovered. As for the carpet, I did paint it
successfully, at least the carpet that covered the panels
I had made for the back seat area.
I decided to
order new black carpet from Clark’s for the floor since I
had glued down the back piece around the rear heater
vent and the area that would ordinarily be under the
seat.
I got all that done over a period of several weeks or was
it months?
So you see, adding power windows to your Vair can be
easily done but watch out for the other projects that
pop up after you start. Mine took me most of the Spring
to complete.

CARS/PARTS FOR SALE OR WANTED
I called Troy at the number Jack O’Shea gave me 702-339-1574 and got the following information:
Engine 140 4 carbs
Trans.
4 spd stick
Ext. color Maroon
Int. color black
Needs restoration. No bottom back seat and some rust under that area. No sign or rust, according to him,
anywhere else. This car belonged to his grandfather and his father took it 30 yrs ago and parked it. Windshield
needs replaced but all trim and other parts are still intact. Of course it needs whole upholstery and top replaced
and complete paint. Says the body is straight and no other signs of rust. ASKING $900
Kevin Britt has several of his fine Corvairs for sale. Contact Kevin at mekbritt01@aol.com .

This is his 1964 Monza
Convertible. It has a black
interior, 4 speed transmission
and a 110 hp engine. ASKING
$14,750.00 (MAKE OFFER)

His 1964 Spyder with a 150 hp Turbo, 4 speed
transmission, factory sport steering wheel,
79,000 original miles comes with Kelsey –Hayes
knock off wheels and a custom made trailer to
match which also has Kelsey-Hayes wheels
available. ALL THIS FOR ONLY $14,000 HE IS
WILLING TO NEGOTIATE PRICE AS WELL AS SEPARATE
THE TRAILER AND THE WHEELS INTO SEPARATE
PACKAGES.

_____________________________________________________________________________
PAUL BERNARDO has a 1993 GMC TYPHOON SUV, one of 4000 made in ’93 with all wheel drive, V6, turbo charged and
inter-cooled, only 48,000 orig. miles. This was GMs star performer in 92 &93, Road and Track tested and stated it was
faster than a new Corvette to 60 mph (5.3 sec) while still achieving 20 mpg. It is fast and smooth with all wheel drive, full
leather interior plus all other options that were standard on a $30,000 car of its day. Only $9,000 buys a cool classic that
will drive anywhere. Contact Paul at702-398-3972 or email: paulselect@mvdsl.com

Paul also has a TURBO SPYDER MOTOR FOR SALE:

This is a complete motor transaxle and bell housing. ID Number: TI020YR. This motor has oil in it and turns
freely with decent compression, transmission assembly is included there is no turbo or carburetor I am asking
for $500 for all, call Paul
Evenings 702-398-3972

CORVAIR QUICK FACT (Submitted by Jack O’Shea)
The Corvair Temperature/Pressure Dashboard Warning Light
The Temp/Press warning light (located on the dash) is connected to the engine high temperature warning sensor and
the engine low oil pressure sensor. The high temperature sensor is located (in the cylinder head) on the passenger side
of the engine on the bottom between the pushrod tubes for the rear cylinder. The sensor can be seen by looking in the
engine right rear air door. The low oil pressure sensor is located at the rear of the engine on the top between the fuel
pump and the alternator/generator pulley.
Both sensors are actually simple switches that are either closed or open (but are only activated when the ignition switch
is on). The low oil pressure sensor is normally closed (when the engine is not running) which turns on the Temp/Press
light and opens when there is oil pressure. The high temperature warning sensor is normally open and closes when the
engine becomes overheated which turns on the Temp/Press light. (So either switch can illuminate the Temp/Press light
depending on conditions.)
When the ignition switch is turned on before starting the engine the Temp/Press warning light comes on because the
voltage through the light bulb goes to the back of the car and to the terminal on the engine low oil pressure sensor. Since
the engine isn't running, no oil pressure is present and the normally closed switch provides a ground which turns on the
light. Voltage from the warning light also goes to the engine high temperature sensor, but since the engine is not
overheated, the normally open switch remains open and no ground occurs there.
Once the engine is running, oil pressure is built up which switches the low oil pressure sensor from closed to open and the
warning light goes out. If oil pressure falls too low while the engine is running the sensor switch will close and the warning
light will come on. If the engine becomes too hot the high temperature sensor switch will close and will also turn on the
warning light.
(Corvairs with turbochargers have an additional circuit that allows the high temperature sensor to activate a loud buzzer
located under the dash to warn the driver of an impending overheat situation.)
While this completes the article, it would be more inclusive if it also included the gen/fan light and the turbo's head
temperature circuit too, since both are involved in the information communicated to the driver.
Thanks to Seth Emerson, a long time Corvair enthusiast for much of the information in this article and to Bob Helt for his
review.

COMMENTS FROM THE EDITOR:
I Would like to display a picture all our members Corvairs, no matter what condition they are in somewhere in the
newsletter. Perhaps one, two or three members’ cars each month. So far, I have only received photos of Harry Ransoms,
Jack O’Sheas and Pamela Castigliones in MY files. Could each of you either email me a photo or send a picture that I can
use? Also, if you want to give some history on your Corvair like when, where and why you purchased it, that too would be
great. I’m just looking for something that will personalize our newsletter a bit more. Of course a couple of you have sent
articles for the newsletter and I do appreciate that. I just want to make our newsletter fit our club and not fill it with too
much advertising and outside articles. We have a good representation of Corvair knowledge and experience that should
be shared with each other.
Also, since I have taken on this job of newsletter editor and producer I have not asked our members what you might want
to see in it each month. Do we need to print a roster each month? Are there activities you are involved in that might be of
interest to the other members? I’m not looking for complements and yet will accept constructive criticism that will put me
on the right course for you.
Thanks
Vic

Clark‟s Corvair Parts

®

Clark’s has been your supplier for quality repros for the past 37 years. This year, we expect to reproduce even more parts for your Corvair.

See the Supplement for the following:
Var io u s N ew FC Item s
1964 Tr im

Tu r bo par ts

stain less g as tan k sen d er s
La t e m o d el st eer in g c o lu m n par t s

650 Page 2007-2012 Catalog
USA - $6 CANADA - $9.95 Most Other Countries - $12.95

Clark’s Corvair Parts®
400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

413-625-9776

www.corvair.com

FAX: 413-625-8498

email: clarks@corvair.com

WELCOME TO RAFEECORVAIR.COM
Parts and rebuilding services in the Heartland.
Hook up your ride with high quality parts from Rafee Corvair!
Available 7 days a week at 918-753-2486. We will be glad to answer any questions you might have. E-mail: rafee@rafeecorvair.com, no charge
for advice. We are a full-time parts and service shop for your Vair: whether you want to keep it stock, or modify it to gain performance, Rafee can do it: complete
restoration & full line of rebuilding services, powder-coating and chrome. We stock a large selection of new, used and some NOS parts. We carry durable gaskets that
are custom made for Rafee Corvair. All our parts are exact reproductions for easy installation. Sick and tired of paying high prices for parts to keep your ride going???
Why not give us a try? Here are some examples of our great prices:
-60/9 all, engine harness, $74.25

-61/4 chrome gas cap with key, $17.88

-60/4 engine shroud seal, 4 pieces, heavy duty, $16.25.

- 60-9 differential top cover gasket, cork, $4.25

-60/9 thick cork valve cover gaskets, $6.50/pair

-universal HP Accel coil, $28.25

-60/9 oil pan gasket, thick cork or aluminum, $6.25

-63/9 mirror with Chevy bow-tie, $27.80

-TRW forged pistons, $295

-60/9 rod bearings, std or .010, $54.98

-7 mm sparkplug wires, blue/ black/ red, $26.55

. –correct roller rockers for your Vair, $309 (prices subject to change)

We carry Soffseal weatherstrips, KYB, Hastings rings, Taylor wires in various colors, tissue dispensers all years, mirrors all years, Isky cams
new and reground, cam gears stock and HP, brake shoes, disc brake kits, correct fan belts, carburetor kits cars and turbo, turn signal switches,
turn signal levers, grommets, oil filters, Viton O’rings, clutch cables all years, and many more. We accept Paypal and all major credit cards. We
offer discounts to clubs.
Check us on the web to order online and view Rafee’s work.
We ship worldwide. Nous parlons francais & hablamos espanol.

We are looking forward to doing business with you. Happy to be at your service!

