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Meeting Minutes
Our Vegas Vairs meeting was held on March 20th, 2021 at the park on Cannes Street in
Henderson. We met at noon, although the actual meeting didn't start until 2:05 P.M. in the
garage of Paul and Leah Green, across the street from the park. We met there because it was
so windy and cold outside.
Those present included: Mike Wade, Kevin Britt, Paul and Lea Green, Paul's son Tom, Dominic
Perino, Steve and Sallie, Sam Cercone, and guests Gary MacDonald and Annie King.
This was a very laid-back meeting due to the weather and location (and mood, I
suppose). Mike brought sandwiches from Port of Subs, I believe, and members supplied their
own drinks.
Mike began by talking about what it’s like being president of the club, and of the great
distances some of us have to travel for the meetings...especially Vic. He went on talking in
general, about finding a wallet, full of cash, on top of a gas pump, and seeing a Harley guy
looking through his pockets desperately, and giving it back to him. He also mentioned his losing
a deposit from his mother that he was supposed to put in the bank--evidently someone found it
and deposited it into his mother's account as a good samaritan.
Gary MacDonald talked about his 1963 Spyder in Canada and how he is slowly working on
it. He hopes to bring it down here soon.
We will be meeting next on Saturday, April 10 at noon at Mike Wade’s shop, Velocity Graphics,
3391 W. Oquendo Rd. 89118.
May 8th we will meet at Mike Wade's shop to caravan to the Pioneer Saloon near Sloan, NV.
Marty Katz

More Corvairs
from the March
20th meeting
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Upcoming Events
There’s a multitude of opportunities to get out and enjoy your Corvair and this beautiful spring
weather! Here’s a list of events with details about each following. Grab your pen and paper if
you’re old school like me, or whatever device keeps you on track, and save some dates.
1. Earning the “There’s No Notice Like Short Notice Award” is the

Easter Car Show

in Hurricane, UT this Saturday, April 3…less than 95 hours from now.

Why

am I just now mentioning it? Because I only learned about it yesterday. Mike is planning
to go as are Steve and I. Give Steve a call at (702)305-7021 if you want to caravan.
2. Spend part of your Easter
3.
4.

Sunday, April 4 at the Show Off Sundays car
show at Ed Bozarth Chevrolet, 5100 Drexel Rd.
Join us for the monthly Vegas Vairs Meeting, 12:00 Noon, Saturday,
April 10 at Velocity Graphics, 3391 W. Oquendo Rd. 89118.
Friday night, April 23rd, at Fairway Chevrolet enjoy music, classic cars,

and free hot dogs.
5. The next exciting and thoughtful opportunity on my list is the car show for the residents of
6.

7.

Las Ventanas on Saturday, April 24.
Then plan on returning to Ed Bozarth Chevrolet, Sunday May 2nd, for
another Show Off Sunday.
On Saturday, May 8th we’re gathering at Velocity Graphics for a
cruise to Pioneer Saloon in Goodsprings, NV.

8. Finally, maybe even pack your bags and make a weekend of it as you enjoy

Mesquite Motor Mania which is now scheduled for May 21-23.
And, as usual, there are car shows in Henderson on Saturday mornings behind Twin Peaks
near 215/Eastern, and Sunday mornings Rancho/Craig.
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Details About Upcoming Events
Welcome to 2021 Easter Car Show in Hurricane, UT!
The 2021 Easter Car Show promises to be one of the best years ever. The annual event, held
each Easter weekend, located at the Hurricane Community Center (100 W 100 S). The 2021
Easter Car Show is scheduled for

Saturday, April 3, 2021, from 9:00 – 5:00 pm .

Each year the Rotary Club of Hurricane Valley hosts approximately 8,000-10,000 visitors to
the area for the Car Show.
The $20 pre-registration entry fee is for your first vehicle and includes: The Car Show on
Saturday, April 3rd, along with two exhibitor tags, two entry tickets, a dash plaque,
vehicle ID card, goody bag, and eligibility for door prizes. There is a $15 entry fee for
each additional vehicle that you enter.
First Car Entry $25.00
Additional Car Entry $20.00)
White Collectors Short Sleeve Shirt $15.00
Schedule of Events
Friday, April 2nd 2021
8am – 6:30pm In-Person Registration (Fine Arts Center/Hurricane Community Center)
6:30pm – 8pm Rod Run
Saturday, April 3rd 2021
6am – 9am Registration & Drive In
9am – 5pm Car Show
Car Revving, giveaways, and various fun throughout the day!
4pm – Awards Ceremony
Entrance Fee – $5.00 (children under 6 free)

Ed Bozarth Show Off Sunday Car Show Easter Sunday
The first Sunday of the month, which in April is

8AM-11AM, Sunday, April 4,

there is a

car show at Ed Bozarth Chevrolet 5501 Drexel Road (Located on the Southeast corner of Ann
Road and US 95). The Ed Bozarth website shows it happening Sunday, April 4, despite it being
Easter. I do not guarantee the accuracy of that information. If you’re thinking of going a quick
phone call to verify before Sunday might be a great idea.

Vegas Vairs April Meeting
The April meeting of Vegas Vairs will be Saturday,

April 10 at Noon at Velocity

Graphics, 3391 W. Oquendo, Las Vegas, 89118.
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Fairway Chevrolet Open House Cruise Night
Friday, April 23, 6-9PM, Fairway Chevrolet, 3100 E. Sahara Ave, hosts its annual open
house cruise night. Free hot dogs and drinks, access to Fairway Chevrolet’s Classic Auto
Collection, music and drawings and give aways. I HIGHLY RECOMMEND arriving early because
it always fills up fast!

Las Ventanas Car Show
The High Rollers have been invited back to Las

Ventanas, 10401 W. Charleston, 89135,
on April 24 9:00am-1:30pm, and have graciously extended an invitation to
th

(702)207-4242
Vegas Vairs members to join them. This is a wonderful opportunity to show off our Corvairs AND do
something kind. The car show is held at Las Ventanas for the residents to be able to enjoy classic
vehicles. They provide coffee, snacks, entertainment and lunch.

Ed Bozarth Show Off Sunday Car Show
The first Sunday of the month, which in May is 8AM-11AM, Sunday, May 2, there is a
car show at Ed Bozarth Chevrolet 5501 Drexel Road (Located on the Southeast corner of Ann
Road and US 95).

Vegas Vairs Cruise to
Pioneer Saloon
10:00AM, Saturday, May 8 Vegas
Vairs members will meet at Velocity Graphics,
3391 W. Oquendo Rd., to cruise to Pioneer
Saloon in Goodsprings, NV.
Some information about Pioneer Saloon:
http://www.PioneerSaloon.info is the official
online home of the world-famous Pioneer Saloon
of Goodsprings, Nevada, where they describe
the saloon with these words, “Within our cozy
atmosphere lies a rich history and heritage of
the old mining towns, Hollywood of yesteryear and the Wild West! This is the saloon that Clark Gable
drank in after he received word of the death of his beautiful wife, Carole Lombard. Many have said
Clark Gable was never the same man. Next to the Pioneer Saloon is the Goodsprings General Store.
This was at one time the Goodsprings Cafe that served many hungry miners 3 square meals a day.
Today it still feeds the locals of Goodsprings, not as a cafe, but it supplies all of the staple foods, like
milk, butter, eggs, cheese, meats, and much much more. It also has a full line of gourmet foods and
chocolates, as well as grilling supplies and a full range of souvenirs. Make sure to stop by the
Goodsprings General Store when visiting the Pioneer Saloon.
The Saloon has been featured in countless movies and television shows. Much of the decor that graces
the big screen sits around the saloon and hangs on the walls to this day. Original newspaper clippings
tell story after story of the incredible history of this saloon from yesterday.”
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Driving
Directions

From Las Vegas:
Head South on I-15, Travel 20 miles
Exit 12, Jean Nevada
Turn right and travel 7 miles
On right

Hours of Operation:
Saloon

7 Days a Week
9AM - Till the Drinking is done

Café
7AM till 9PM SUN-THU
7AM till 12AM FRI-SAT

Phone
(702) 874-9362

Mesquite Motor Mania
Despite what last month’s Vegas Vairs Vision stated, Mesquite
held May

21-23, 2021 in Mesquite, NV.

Motor Mania is being

The dates have been a tad slippery this year, but I will

let you know if I learn that it is changing from the now planned May date. Of course, I am not
the best source of information as I didn’t know it hadn’t moved from April until Mike told me at
the March meeting. Perhaps the best advice is to check the Las Vegas Cruisin’ Association’s
website www.lasvegascarshows.com for the latest info.

Just a couple of Corvairs that sold at Mecum in March
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Editor’s Ramblings
Let me start by once again apologizing to those of you who showed up for the Vegas Vairs
meeting at Hayley Hendricks as scheduled on March 13. I am sorry you were inconvenienced.
It is truly something that bothered me at the time and still bothers me. I did not make the
decision to change the date, I did not agree to notify anyone. I was an innocent bystander
who was luckily notified, but not until after I had made goodies to take to the meeting. I THANK
YOU for showing up despite some clouds and I thank for Paul and Leah Green for making sure
you had a place to go. Thank you also to those of you who showed up to the rescheduled
meeting March 20! Some folks like Arlon and Suzan trekked out to the park both weekends! I
really don’t have the right words to make it better because it can’t be fixed. The bad news is
that it happened, the good news is that hopefully something like that won’t ever happen again.
Now on to my ramblings, a much cheerier thing for me to compose.
First, a huge thank you to Sam Cercone. Some of you may know how absolutely lovely I find
early model four-doors to be, and all of you know that I don’t have one! I love everything about
Sam’s and he was kind enough to let me sit in the backseat at the March 20 meeting. I told him,
and I believed at the time, that that was the first time I had the
pleasure of sitting in the backseat of an early four-door, but as is too
often true, I was wrong! As I located and read the April 2001 Vegas
Vairs Vision to include as this month’s “Blast from the Past” I was
reminded that I did indeed own an early four-door for a brief period
back in the early 2000s. Her name was Claire and I know we owned
her shortly after I began reading the Diana Gabaldon’s Outlander
series because that’s why was she was named Claire. I imagine I don’t have to tell you there
was a Corvair named Jamie here too! They were part of the collection of, was it 18?, Corvairs
that Steve bought way back when. Why exactly Claire didn’t make the cut to remain in our
lives I don’t recall, but I’m sure there must have been a good reason. Right, honey? Is it sad,
amazing or something else that so many cars come and go through Wentworth Estate that I had
forgotten about an early four-door? I’m going with amazing!
So, as 2021 began I told myself and y’all that I would take Vixen on adventures to write about for
my Rambling columns. March’s “adventure” wasn’t exactly an adventure, but it is noteworthy
and it was educational. In addition to the rather sad tale that I’ll relate to you shortly, we also
went on several little around town errands. Oh, how I love her! I daresay the only sense that
doesn’t get involved in the bliss of driving her is the sense of taste. No food or beverage allowed
in her EVER!
Saturday, March 5 Vixen and I had run early morning errands and saw a yard sale nearby. We
didn’t stop at the time because I had groceries to put away. After the groceries were stored, I
invited Steve to join me on an excursion to the yard sale. We drove there, u-turned in the street
as Las Vegans will do when hunting garage sales, pulled up to the curb, got out and started to
browse. The nice young man who was part of the yard sale “staff” complimented Vixen and
asked questions about her which I enthusiastically answered. Steve and I didn’t really see
anything we “needed” and were headed back toward Vixen when I spied a plastic bag full of
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stuffed reindeer with Santa’s reindeer names embroidered onto them. Me being me and Vixen
being Vixen, I’m pretty sure you know what happened next. I stopped and searched the bag
for a Vixen. Would you believe they had one? She was tattered and somewhat ragged, but
she was Vixen. I was thrilled! I asked the young man her price (Oh, how I loathe yard sales
where people don’t put prices on things!), but he directed me to his mom. She told me the
price was $2, TWO DOLLARS! Now, I may have mentioned it before, but I am frugal, thrifty,
cheap, tight, whatever you want to call the sense of not being in a rush to part with money. Two
dollars was OUTRAGEOUS for a raggedy little stuffed reindeer six inches tall…or so I thought. We
left with only one Vixen, the one I drove there. Several hours later, when I still couldn’t get that
little over-priced Vixen out of my head, we went back ready to pony up the entire TWO
DOLLARS. After warning you that this was a sad tale, I don’t suppose I have to tell you that the
little reindeer Vixen was not there waiting for me! To say I was disappointed doesn’t really
convey the depth of my emotions. Perhaps the fact that I’m writing a one-page essay about
the experience three and a half weeks later comes closer to conveying how very wrong I was
initially. The educational part of this tale is that I am now firmly convinced that an occasional
“over-priced” two-dollar item at a yard sale is not really going to affect our lives or that of our
heirs. So, rest assured that if/when I spy another Vixen reindeer, she will be mine! Until then I
found that photo that is at the top of my column on eBay where there are Vixen reindeers for
sale at a cost of nearly TEN DOLLARS! I haven’t talked myself into it yet, but I haven’t talked
myself completely out it yet either.
On that same garage sale day my car turned over to
15,000 miles! Who knows if it’s 115,000 or 215,000 or
315,000 or more? I surely do not, but it’s the first time
I’ve seen her turn over to 15,000.

In other Corvair family news, we had the
pleasure of dog-sitting our friends’ sweet girl
Willow this past weekend, and she had the
pleasure of riding in her first Corvair, Steve’s ReB.
It really was quite entertaining watching Steve try
to convince Willow to ride on the floor rather
than on the seat. And, speaking, of ReB, he has certainly earned his keep this
month. Steve has been doing a great deal of cleaning and organizing, and
even some landscaping, and ReB has been a wonderful help hauling stuff out to the dumpster.
Two thoughts about Vegas Vairs Vision and I’ll quit my rambling. The first is that one year ago,
the April 2020 edition was the special Co-vid edition with the board game Corvair Madness. You
cannot begin to imagine my delight when my sister-in-law told me she’s counting on playing
with me when we go to Indiana to visit next month! My other Vegas Vairs Vision comment is just
a heads-up about the future. I’ll be combining the June/July issues and I’ll be preparing that
issue in mid-May, so if you were planning on sharing something you want included in the
June/July issue, please have it to me by May 15.
Enjoy this beautiful spring and try to spend at least part of your day as happy
as our sweet grand-kitten Snow appears to be with her Cookie Monster!
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The Death Eaters, Chapter 1: Tatra T87
Sam Smith
22 March 2021 Hagerty.com

The following article was shared by Vic Howard from Hagerty.com.
See the entire article at:
https://www.hagerty.com/media/car-profiles/the-death-eaters-chapter-1-tatrat87/?utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Tuesday_DailyDriver

Welcome to a new test series we’re calling The Death Eaters. With the help of the Lane Motor
Museum and Kentucky’s wonderful NCM Motorsports Park, Hagerty is exploring the stories and
real-world behavior of legendary cars with infamous handling. The stuff of lore, common and
obscure, from turbo Porsches to Reliant three-wheelers. Enjoy! — jb
Let’s make one thing clear: We did not set out to roll the Tatra.
The purpose of this test was simple. In cooperation with both the Lane Motor Museum in
Tennessee and Kentucky’s NCM Motorsports Park, we set out to chase the truth behind a few
automotive stereotypes. The goal was to either give validity to stories of fantastical gore or pull
the teeth from them. What began with a bit of research ended with a purpose-built skidpad
course and a decreasing-radius corner at one of the country’s finest tracks.
In the middle, there was road time. Around 70 miles getting to know the car on surface streets
and interstate. The machine that revealed itself liked to slide with only a dust of warning—not
particularly benign behavior, in the modern sense, but not deliberately murderous, either. Picture
a stretched VW Beetle with an air-cooled V-8 up the breech. At the track, after some time on
the skidpad, we paused for a safety check. The Tatra’s rear tires were so stressed by the
environment and the particulars of the car’s design that they nearly peeled off the rim.
Personnel from the Lane museum suggested that we bump rear pressure for safety, and we
agreed.
On the run after that, as I turned into a tight, first-gear corner, the car levitated.
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Time ground to a halt. The driver’s window filled with asphalt. The car fell on its side with a crash
and began grinding across the pad. Little chips of Bondo sprinkled into my helmet as I came to
grips with the fact that I had just rolled—was not even done rolling—a four-door, six-figure,
apocryphally Nazi-killing Czech limousine.

A small stream of gasoline drizzled out from beneath the car’s cowl and began dripping onto
the pavement below. In the distance, on the other side of the pad, a handful of figures started
running toward the car. Blurry motion, legs moving fast enough to avoid focus.
We had learned something, I thought. A lot of something. But first, I had a very strong urge to
throw up.
QUESTIONS
At this point, the average reader should have two questions:
1. Why on earth was it so important for us to discover just how, exactly, a 73-year-old car was
dangerous?
and
2. What in blazes is a Tatra?
Answers in reverse order. The 1936–1950 Tatra T87 was the brainchild of an Austrian engineer
named Hans Ledwinka. Extremely influential man, longtime chief engineer for Czechoslovakian
marque Tatra, solid chance you’ve never heard of him. The T87 was Ledwinka’s magnum opus,
a flawed but nonetheless lovely piece of genius that built and improved on his previous work for
the company. At a time when most passenger cars offered the aerodynamic profile of a large
cow, blunt and upright, the Tatra’s 0.36 drag coefficient helped it squeeze a top speed of more
than 90 mph from just 75 hp. An air-cooled, overhead-cam, magnesium-block, hemichambered V-8 lived behind the rear axle and drove the rear wheels through a four-speed
transaxle, aiding traction and packaging. The car offered rack-and-pinion steering and
independent rear suspension decades before either was common. Four adults could ride
comfortably, six in a pinch. At 80 mph, the Tatra’s interior was virtually hushed. In the 1930s, when
most of the world was still trundling around in primitive automobiles only a few steps removed
from tractors, this list was virtually science fiction.
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VEGAS VAIRS, CHAPTER 891 OF CORSA
In ordinary times Vegas Vairs MEETS SECOND SATURDAY EACH
MONTH AT 11:00AM
SKYLNE RESTAURNT AND CASINO
1741 N. BOULDER HWY, HENDERSON
However, these are NOT ordinary times
so, watch for monthly updates.
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES

ARE $20 FOR ALL MEMBERS AND ARE DUE BY

APRIL 1ST OF EACH YEAR. THEY MAY BE PAID AT A MEETING OR MAILED TO:
VEGAS VAIRS
C/O INGRID HOWARD
5574 S TABLEAU DR
FORT MOHAVE, AZ 86426-6766
WEBSITE: WWW.VEGASVAIRS.COM
OFFICERS:

MIKE WADE
PRESIDENT
(702)219-2622

PAUL BERNARDO
VICE PRESIDENT
(702)398-3972

INGRID HOWARD
TREASURER
(928)768-6062

MARTY KATZ
SECRETARY
(702) 303-7829

SALLIE WENTWORTH
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
(702)375-5933

BOARD MEMBER: PAUL GREEN
ADVERTISING IN VEGAS VAIRS VISION:
FREE TO CLUB MEMBERS, $25 PER YEAR FOR BUSINESSES AND NON-MEMBERS.

PLEASE submit articles, ads, photos, etc. to the editor via email if
possible. Email: sastumwent@yahoo.com
Or mail to: Sallie Wentworth, PO Box 61334, Las Vegas, NV 89160,
(702)375-5933
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Left: I haven’t tried it yet, but I’m
thinking it looks like delicious fun for the
grill even if we’re not camping.

Below: Photo Steve found on the
internet that I thought I’d share.
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