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FEBRUARY MEETING
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Goodbye, Marty
I don’t have the right words (or the ability to type this dry-eyed) to do Marty justice. I
can’t picture him without thinking of him laughing or smiling! A Corvair lover, a friend, a
helping hand, he was a constant in Vegas Vairs for over twenty years. I truly just can’t
even believe he is gone. Below are some photos of times we were fortunate enough to
share with him through the years:
Marty is at the bottom
right. We were all so
much younger.
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At Cruisin’ the Coast
in Mississippi in 2019
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Upcoming Events
February Vegas Vairs Meeting Sat, February 12 at 10AM at Skyline Casino
Restaurant, 1741 N. Boulder Hwy, Henderson
Will the March Vegas Vairs Meeting be held Sat, March 12 at 10AM at Skyline
Casino Restaurant, 1741 N. Boulder Hwy, Henderson or will we be participating in
the Henderson St. Patrick’s Day Parade? Deadline to enter is Feb. 27 so we really
should decide at the Feb meeting. Look for the decision in the March
newsletter.
Annual Red Car Show
Saturday, Feb 19, 2022 at 8:30 a.m.
Nostalgia Street Rods, 5375 Cameron Street Main, Las Vegas, NV 89118
www.jchackett.com
This "Unique" and very fun event is held at the Famous Goldstrom Nostalgia Museum.
downtown Las Vegas Nevada. Show Proceeds donated to Speedway Children’s
Charities A very nice day in the sun. Special and unique changes this year. Parking lot
A, Red Cars and 2-tone Reds, Parking lot B, all other cars. (All cars Welcome). Wait till
you see what Lugnut and his Crazy Crew has up their sleeve! Make Plans to Attend.

Shall we plan another run out to
Pioneer Saloon for around 11AM
Sat., Feb 27? One of our Firebird friends
will be playing with his band out there from
Noon-4:00 that day. We could have another
Corvair/Firebird run out there, have lunch
and then hang around as long as we want.
It’s just a thought. I won’t be at the Feb
meeting either, again because of Girl
Scouts*, so I can’t bring it up there, but
perhaps one (or more) of you will read this
and mention it.
*Feb 12 is cookie drop day, the day we unload the THOUSANDS of boxes of cookies our
troop hopes to sell. You know who to ask if you “need” some Girl Scout cookies!

And, as usual, there are car shows in Henderson on Saturday mornings behind Twin
Peaks near 215/Eastern, and Sunday mornings Rancho/Craig.
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Marty is in the yellow shirt.
This was at Car City in late
October 2001, days before
I drove my sweet Vixen as
her new silver self!
From the Nov 2001 Vegas Vairs
Vision

Editor’s Ramblings
To say I’m speechless or somewhat lost about how to start this month’s Ramblings is a
sizeable understatement. I feel like I should tell you to get off your computer, quit reading this
newsletter, and go make memories, or at least spend time with, your loved ones! Life is so
incredibly unpredictable. I started to say life is short and, yes, in comparison to the age of the
earth, life is short. However, some of us get longer here on earth to love folks and enjoy this
earthly life than others. I am still just stunned that Marty could call us on a Friday morning, be
involved in an accident later that same morning and be gone eight days later. My thoughts
and prayers are with Bertha and Marty’s son and the rest of his family.
I tell Steve I love him and “be safe” almost every single time he leaves the house,
whether he’s leaving “Wentworth Estate” or just going out back to work, but I know without
question that if he were to never return from one of those outings, I’d still feel like I didn’t say it
enough.
As I mentioned on the front page, I don’t know any details, but I do
know a service is planned for Marty on Sunday, January 30. Steve and I
had planned to attend the service regardless of when and where in ReB
and Vixen. Unfortunately, we did not account for the service being held
while we’re out of town. We’ll be somewhere between here and
Oklahoma City that day. We’re headed back next week to say goodbye
for at least three years to our too cute great-nephew Henry, his lovely mom
and his dad. His Air Force pilot dad will soon be stationed in Japan.
In actual Corvair news, I hope one (or more) of you will let me know what happens at
the February meeting. I’ll be moving Girl Scout cookies from 9:00-3:00 Feb 12 so I won’t be at the
meeting. I’m especially interested to know if anyone is interested in joining some Firebirds on
another run out to the Pioneer Saloon on Feb. 27. The Firebird guys we hang around with really
enjoyed the last run out there with Vegas Vairs and I did too! I’m also curious as to whether
we’re going to participate in Henderson’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade. And if we do, will that be in
lieu of our meeting for March or will we try to have a meeting after the parade? It might even
be time to start thinking about a spring picnic. The next Vegas Vairs Vision is the March edition
and that is certainly not to early to start sharing when our spring picnic will be held.
Enough screen time, go actively engage with someone in your life!
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Corvairs at Mesquite Motor Mania

Steve and I saw these three Corvairs at Mesquite Motor
Mania. A Firebird friend said there was also a Rampside
there earlier in the day, but it wasn’t in its spot when we
passed by there.
None of these belong to Vegas Vairs members, but I’m
not a Corvair snob. I enjoy looking at them regardless of
club affiliation or lack thereof. I hope you do too!
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Tech Topics
Jim Simpson
From Group Corvair Comments, Group Corvair’s newsletter for the National Capital Area,
January 2022, Vol. L, No. 1
Engine & Transaxle Cradle: The San Francisco Bay Area chapter of CORSA’s newsletter The
Sypder Web had a short version of Allan Lacki’s design for an engine and transaxle cradle. Alan
wanted to make one with easy to use and obtain materials (wood and bolts) that would
interface with a common ATV jack. There have been many articles in the past on building
duplicates of the original steel cradles, but they require welding and the like. This design seems
simple, easy, cheap, and flexible. Bob Walker informed me that he had built a modified version
(one that can be disassembled for storage) and that it worked very well. Rather than either
reproducing the Spyder Web article since it was a summary, or Allan Lacki’s complete article (it’s
pretty long), I thought I’d just include the links to his original articles. I do have one suggestion;
pick up one of the Harbor Freight furniture dollies – the small size costs $10 and will give you all
four sets of wheels you need. They are smaller (about 3” diameter) than Allan specifies, so you
may need toa dd an extra inch wood pad between the caster wheels and the rest of the
cradle to get the clearance needed for the ATV jack. Here are the links to Allan’s original
articles:
http://www.corvair.org/chapters/njace/engine_cart_and_cradle_instructions.pdf
http://www.corvair.org/chapters/njace/engine_cart_isometric_drawing.pdf
Further information from http://www.corvair.org/chapters/njace/engine_cart_and_cradle_
instructions.pdf
The engine cart and transaxle cradle are two separate units. By using them as shown, you can
pull the transaxle straight out from the bell housing without worrying about bending the
transmission input shaft or destroying the transmission input shaft seal. Of course, there's still some
"wiggle" between them when doing the separation, but this can be compensated by carefully
adjusting the height of the ATV jack during the process. I also suggest the use of "alignment pins".
Allan Lacki
ENGINE CART NOTES
The engine cart should be positioned under the power train so that the bolt lugs on the bell
housing rest on the front cross-member of the cart. This position provides a good balance
(center of gravity) with and without the transaxle attached to the engine. You'll see this in the
photos.
TRANSAXLE CRADLE NOTES
The transaxle cradle is designed for use with 1966-69 Corvair manual "Saginaw" transmission. Most
likely, it will NOT work with Powerglides and earlier Corvair transmissions, although it could be
modified to do so. To use the transaxle cradle, it is necessary to remove the top brace, place it
on the ATV jack, and jack it up until the cradle nestles the transaxle. Then, re-install the top
brace. It is screwed to the uprights with SPAX screws. The uprights and a top brace which keep
the transaxle from rolling onto its side after it has been detached from the bell housing. This aids
in aligning the bolt holes when re-installing the transaxle to the bell housing.
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VEGAS VAIRS, CHAPTER 891 OF CORSA
In ordinary times Vegas Vairs MEETS SECOND SATURDAY EACH
MONTH AT 11:00AM
SKYLNE RESTAURNT AND CASINO
1741 N. BOULDER HWY, HENDERSON
However, these are NOT ordinary times
so, watch for monthly updates.
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES

ARE $20 FOR ALL MEMBERS AND ARE DUE BY

FEBRUARY 1ST OF EACH YEAR. THEY MAY BE PAID AT A MEETING OR MAILED TO:
VEGAS VAIRS
C/O INGRID HOWARD
5574 S TABLEAU DR
FORT MOHAVE, AZ 86426-6766
WEBSITE: WWW.VEGASVAIRS.COM
OFFICERS:

MIKE WADE
PRESIDENT
(702)219-2622

PAUL BERNARDO
VICE PRESIDENT
(702)398-3972

INGRID HOWARD
TREASURER
(928)768-6062

MARTY KATZ
SECRETARY
(702) 303-7829

SALLIE WENTWORTH
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
(702)375-5933

BOARD MEMBER: PAUL GREEN
ADVERTISING IN VEGAS VAIRS VISION:
FREE TO CLUB MEMBERS, $25 PER YEAR FOR BUSINESSES AND NON-MEMBERS.

PLEASE submit articles, ads, photos, etc. to the editor via email if
possible. Email: sastumwent@yahoo.com
Or mail to: Sallie Wentworth, 1250 Betty Lane, Las Vegas, NV 89110,
(702)375-5933
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FOR SALE:

1962 Lakewood, automatic, 110. Mechanically great!
Great every day driver! New tires, new brakes, mostly new interior!
$7,700 OBO. Paul (702)208-8470
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