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JANUARY 2019

HAPPY NEW
YEAR!
Vegas Vairs
January
meeting,
Wednesday,
January 9 at
IHOP, 1201 S.
Boulder Hwy.
Meeting starts
at 7:00PM.
Come early for
dinner.
Route 66 Parade, Seligman, AZ as seen from the mirror
of Sandra Dee, Steve’s 78 Trans Am, May 2018.
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VEGAS VAIRS, CHAPTER 891 OF CORSA
MEETS AT 7:00PM, THE SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT:
IHOP (702)558-5321, 1201 S. BOULDER HWY, HENDERSON, NV 89015

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!
COME EARLY TO MEET AND GREET!
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $20 FOR ALL MEMBERS AND ARE DUE BY
FEBRUARY 1ST OF EACH YEAR. THEY MAY BE PAID AT THE MONTHLY MEETING OR MAILED
TO:
VEGAS VAIRS
C/O PAUL GREEN
351 CANNES STREET
HENDERSON, NV 89015

WEBSITE: WWW.VEGASVAIRS.COM
OFFICERS:
VIC HOWARD, PRESIDENT
HARRY RANSOM, VICE PRESIDENT
PAUL GREEN, TREASURER

BOARD MEMBERS:
STEVE WENINGER, SECRETARY
PAUL BERNARDO

ADVERTISING IN VEGAS VAIRS VISION:
FREE TO CLUB MEMBERS, $25 PER YEAR FOR BUSINESSES AND NON-MEMBERS.

PLEASE submit articles, ads, photos, etc. to the editor via email if possible.
Email: sastumwent@yahoo.com
Or mail to Sallie Wentworth, PO Box 61334, Las Vegas, NV 89160, (702)375-5933
VISION is a publication of VEGAS VAIRS-Chapter 891 of CORSA, 351 Cannes Street, Henderson, NV 89015

I hope all of our members and their families had a very Merry Christmas.
We had about 25 members at our December meeting and Christmas party and it sure looked
like all got fed well and enjoyed a relaxing evening. I didn’t send a listing around for names so
those of you who attended got to participate in our Christmas gift game. Several of the
presents were passed around for the limited two times and I think everyone enjoyed the
experience.
A short business meeting took place, the Treasurer reported we have $598.91 in the bank,
before the bill for the dinners was paid. I reminded all that in January we will need a roster of
candidates for the officer positions, however, Paul Green has agreed to stay on as Treasurer. I
urge all that we need participation from more than just the few of us that get involved with
keeping this club viable. I’ve noticed other clubs’ membership and attendance at the meetings
has dwindled down to just a few “oldtimers” and yet our club attendance has stayed in the 1530 numbers. Please give serious consideration to “volunteering” to take on the President, Vice
President or Secretary role for the coming year. As you know, Sallie Wentworth has stepped in
to handle the newsletter editor role, one she held before when this club was reactivated many
years ago. She has already produced a high quality newsletter and I know we all appreciate her.
With that all being said, I will close with wishing you all a very very Happy New 2019!
Vic Howard, Club President

Vixen, my Covair, and I went to
see Mary Poppins Returns with a
girlfriend on opening day. It is a very
enjoyable movie! There was even
applause in the theater at the end.
Where will you and your
Corvair go this month? If you share
your adventures, I’ll be happy to put it
in Vegas Vairs Vision!
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HISTORY OF THE CAR RADIO
Seems like cars have always had radios, but they didn't.
Here's the story: One evening, in
1929, two young men named William Lear
and Elmer Wavering drove their girlfriends
to a lookout point high above the
Mississippi River town of Quincy, Illinois,
to watch the sunset. It was a romantic night
to be sure, but one of the women observed
that it would be even nicer if they could
listen to music in the car.
Lear and Wavering liked the idea.
Both men had tinkered with radios (Lear
served as a radio operator in the U.S. Navy
during World War I) and it wasn't long
before they were taking apart a home radio
and trying to get it to work in a car. But it
wasn't easy: automobiles have ignition
switches, generators, spark plugs, and other
electrical equipment that generate noisy
static interference,
making it nearly
impossible to listen to the radio when the
engine was running.
One by one, Lear and Wavering
identified and eliminated each source of
electrical interference. When they finally
got their radio to work, they took it to a
radio convention in Chicago. There they met
Paul Galvin, owner of Galvin Manufacturing
Corporation. He made a product called a
"battery eliminator", a device that allowed
battery-powered radios to run on household
AC current. But as more homes were wired
for electricity, more radio manufacturers
made AC powered radios.
Galvin needed a new product to
manufacture.
When he met Lear and
Wavering at the radio convention, he found

it. He believed that mass-produced,
affordable car radios had the potential to
become a huge business.
Lear and
Wavering set up shop in Galvin's factory,
and when they perfected their first radio,
they installed it in his Studebaker. Then
Galvin went to a local banker to apply for a
loan. Thinking it might sweeten the deal, he
had his men install a radio in the banker's
Packard. Good idea, but it didn't work –
Half an hour after the installation, the
banker's Packard caught on fire. (They didn't
get the loan.)
Galvin didn't give up. He drove his
Studebaker nearly 800 miles to Atlantic City
to show off the radio at the 1930 Radio
Manufacturers Association convention. Too
broke to afford a booth, he parked the car
outside the convention hall and cranked up
the radio so that passing conventioneers
could hear it. That idea worked - he got
enough orders to put the radio into
production.
WHAT'S IN A NAME? That first
production model was called the 5T71.
Galvin decided he needed to come up with
something a little catchier. In those days
many companies in the phonograph and
radio businesses used the suffix "ola" for
their names - Radiola, Columbiola, and
Victrola were three of the biggest.
Galvin decided to do the same thing,
and since his radio was intended for use in a
motor vehicle, he decided to call it the
Motorola.
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But even with the name change, the radio
still had problems: Motorola went on sale in
1930, it cost about $110 uninstalled, at a
time when you could buy a brand-new car
for $650, and the country was sliding into
the Great Depression. (By that measure, a
radio for a new car would cost about $3,000
today.) In 1930, it took two men several
days to put in a car radio. The dashboard had
to be taken apart so that the receiver and a
single speaker could be installed, and the
ceiling had to be cut open to install the
antenna. These early radios ran on their own
batteries, not on the car battery, so holes had
to be cut into the floorboard to
accommodate them. The installation manual
had eight complete diagrams and 28 pages
of instructions.
Selling complicated car radios that
cost 20 percent of the price of a brand new
car wouldn't have been easy in the best of
times, let alone during the Great Depression
– Galvin lost money in 1930 and struggled
for a couple of years after that. But things
picked up in 1933 when Ford began offering
Motorola's preinstalled at the factory. In
1934 they got another boost when Galvin
struck a deal with B.F. Goodrich tire
company to sell and install them in its chain
of tire stores. By then the price of the radio,
with installation included, had dropped to
$55. The Motorola car radio was off and
running. (The name of the company would
be officially changed from Galvin
Manufacturing to "Motorola" in 1947.)
In the meantime, Galvin continued to
develop new uses for car radios. In 1936, the
same year that it introduced pushbutton
tuning, it also introduced the Motorola
Police Cruiser, a standard car radio that was
factory preset to a single frequency to pick
up police broadcasts. In 1940 he developed
the first handheld two -way radio - The
Handy-Talkie - for the U. S. Army. A lot of
the communications technologies that we

take for granted today were born in
Motorola labs in the years that followed
World War II. In 1947 they came out with
the first television for under $200. In 1956
the company introduced the world's first
pager; in 1969 came the radio and television
equipment that was used to televise Neil
Armstrong's first steps on the Moon. In 1973
it invented the world's first handheld cellular
phone. Today Motorola is one of the largest
cell phone manufacturers in the world. And
it all started with the car radio.
Whatever happened to the two men
who installed the first radio in Paul Galvin's
car?
Elmer Wavering and William Lear,
ended up taking very different paths in life.
Wavering stayed with Motorola. In the
1950's he helped change the automobile
experience again when he developed the
first automotive alternator, replacing
inefficient and unreliable generators. The
invention lead to such luxuries as power
windows, power seats, and, eventually, airconditioning.
Lear also continued inventing. He
holds more than 150 patents. Remember
eight-track tape players? Lear invented that.
But what he's really famous for are his
contributions to the field of aviation. He
invented radio direction finders for planes,
aided in the invention of the autopilot,
designed the first fully automatic aircraft
landing system, and in 1963 introduced his
most famous invention of all, the Lear Jet,
the world's first mass produced, affordable
business jet. (Not bad for a guy who
dropped out of school after the eighth
grade.)
Sometimes it is fun to find out how
some of the many things that we take for
granted actually came into being! AND It all
started with a woman's suggestion!
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ONGOING continued:

7:00PM, Wednesday, January 9,
2019 Vegas Vairs Meeting, IHOP,
1201 S. Boulder Hwy, Henderson,
NV 89015.

Thursdays:

January 18-20, Mesquite Motor Mania, over
260 Top Vehicle trophies plus $15,000 in cash
awards. Information and forms
www.MesquiteCarShows.com
All years, makes, and models of vehicles are
welcome. Las VegasCruising Assoc. group
discount rates end December 31st. The Virgin
River Hotel and Casino has the best
standard rate at $64.00/night Friday and
Saturday. (877) 438-2929.
If anyone just wants to make a day trip to see
the cars, Mesquite is 85 miles from the
northern end of the Las Vegas Valley. There's
an average 800 vehicles that participate!
NASCAR returns February 27- March 3, 2019
starting with the World of Outlaws and ending
with the Cup race on Sunday. Good tickets
should still be available.

ONGOING SHOWS:
Wednesdays:
7:30 AM, Breakfast Club, Thunderbird Café,
9465 S. Eastern, 215 E/Eastern Ave.
8:00AM, Club Fortune Casino Breakfast Club,
Free breakfast for first 25 hot rods.
5:00PM, Farmer Boys, 5955 S. Eastern Ave.
Bring cars for cruise discount 702-262-6221.

5:30-8:30PM, Third Thursday of each month,
car show at Village Square, 9420 W. Sahara.
5:00-8:00PM, Last Thursday of each month,
50’s Diner Omelet House, 3050 E. Desert Inn Rd.
702-737-0377.
6:00-9:00PM, Street Devils at Applebee’s, 820 E.
Warms Springs, 702-460-8069.

Fridays:
5:00-9:00PM, Cars and Coffee, Speed Vegas,
14200 S. Las Vegas Boulevard, 727-742-8051.

Saturdays:
7:00-8:30AM, Donut Delinquents, Winchell’s
Donuts, 4580 E. Tropicana/Mountain Vista,
702-353-0465.
7:00-9:00AM, Henderson Donut Run, Friendly
Donuts, 806 Boulder Hwy (Smith’s Shopping
Center).
7:00-10:00AM, Celebrity Cars Car Show, 9500 E.
Eastern Ave/215 E. Sansone Shopping Center.

Sundays:
7:00-10:00AM, West End Boyz,
Rancho Dr./ W. Craig Rd., Rancho Sierra
Shopping Center.
11:00AM until ?, Last Sunday of each month,
Gasser Ted’s Hangout, 6260 Stevenson Way, Las
Vegas, 89120, 702-236-9893.
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Dan Ward below:
First, I must thank Harry, Jack and Vic
for their kind feedback about last
month’s newsletter. Every single email
made me smile. Thank you, gentlemen.
Also, thank you Harry suggesting this
month’s article about car radios, and
Mike for updating your ad.
Ok, so here I sit wondering what
to write for my bit here in Vegas Vairs
Vision. I feel like I want to fill in folks
who may not know about my automotive
soulmate, Vixen! She and I marked 21
years together on my birthday, Dec 12!
Way back in 1997 Steve and I had
just opened our car lot, Car City. Back in
the day new car dealers would sell their
trade-ins to independent used dealers by
means of a closed bid sale. The vehicles
they were willing to sell were put in
special areas so that those of us who
were hoping to buy them could start
them, check them out a tiny bit and
make (hopefully) educated guesses
about what we would pay for each
vehicle. Why do you care you’re perhaps
asking yourself by now. Well, you see it
was during these bid sales that I first saw
Vixen! It was love at first sight!
Speaking of love at first sight, I
remember seeing my first Corvair and
actually knowing that it was a Corvair
and thinking it was the cutest thing ever
in late 1990 or early 1991. (Now, I realize
that it is entirely likely and most
definitely probable that I had seen MANY
Corvairs in my lifetime, but just hadn’t
noticed them.) Daddy took us to car
shows as kids, but he still lusted after
1950s Fords so I remember that being
what he focused our attention on most.
Anyway, when I saw this particular
brown (I love brown cars!) Corvair I
remember Steve telling me I didn’t want
one of those.

He was wrong. He’s not wrong very often, but that
day he was indeed wrong! After a few months of hearing
how cute I thought Corvairs were, Steve decided that he’d
“fix” me by taking me to see and drive one that was
advertised for sale in the Nifty Nickel. The Corvair belonged
to a sweet little couple who lived on Great Smokey.
Steve’s plan backfired entirely (think Roadrunner
and Wily E. Coyote) when I drove it and loved it and he
ended up buying her! Her name was Peggy, she was a 62
Corvair that needed a considerable amount of love, of which
I just happen to have an abundance! We drove the less
than five miles home over the course of hours! No, not 5
miles per hour; hours per five miles! At one point when
Peggy was running on her own power we even had a
gentleman who was with his son brag on our Corvair telling
his son, “You don’t see those running very often.”
Everyone’s a comedian. He then ended up helping us push
it through the intersection.
We lived in an apartment at the time and each had
a daily driver so Peggy didn’t really have a place to live after
a few months. We did some work to her to get her running
and I chose the most amazing and wonderful interior fabrics
for her then she went to live at our friend’s shop. He was
also to be her upholsterer. Unfortunately, he lost the lease
on his shop but didn’t share that Peggy was going to be
homeless. By the time we learned that she needed a new
place to live, it was too late. We had nowhere to put her
and zero time to figure it out. She was hauled away and
probably crushed. That hurt! For years! Kind of still does,
actually.
My sadness over Peggy’s loss led Steve to buy us
another Corvair a year or so later. He was Hank, a 65 coupe
that we loved and drove for several years, until another sad
set of circumstances led to me selling him for the greater
good of our life in general…we were buying our first house
and needed the money more than the car. That was 1995.
The saga continues next month--and probably the month
after if I don’t get to the point, but you’ll know my entire
Corvair history by the end of the year—2019!
I hope you all are having a wonderful Christmas season
with plenty of family, love, laughter and happiness.
Happy New Year!
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