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351 Cannes St, Henderson, NV 89015
Mike Wade will bring Subway or Port of Subs. Please bring a
chair. We have not reserved the pavilion picnic area as we
are hoping to surprise

Paul Green.
So please don’t tell him.

There is a map inside if you’ve forgotten how to get there.

“I remember when those were illegalized!”
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Meeting Minutes
Vegas Vairs Minutes February 13, 2021
Members attending: Paul Bernardo, Kevin Britt, Sam Cercone, Dominick Perino, Bill Petersen,
Arlon & Suzan Sibert, Mike Wade, Sallie & Steve Wentworth and Fusae & Jack Wicks.
Mike Ward opened the meeting at 1 p.m. after we enjoyed pizza lunch. Mike picked up the
pizza, Vic came with the soda and water. The club paid for our lunch today.
The slate of officers was approved as presented last meeting.
President Mike Wade
Vice President Paul Bernardo
Treasurer
Ingrid Howard
Secretary Marty Katz
Board member Paul Green
Newsletter Editor Sallie Wentworth
There will be no events chairperson. Members will share car events at the meeting and with the
Newsletter Editor. Members will attend car shows and events when possible.
Vic advised members of their dues for 2020-2021. He did collect dues. If you paid your dues in
February of 2020 no dues will be collected at this time for 2021.
The Mesquite Car Show has been changed to April 16, 17 & 18.
Mike suggested we meet at Cars and Coffee for a meeting event. It is located at 215 and
Eastern. It is held each Saturday from 7 a.m. - 9 a.m. There is always additional parking in the
Twin Peaks parking lot.
There is a car meet each Sunday morning in the former Kmart parking lot on N. Rancho, just
north of Cheyenne.
The First Sunday of the Month there is a car show at Ed Bozarth Chevrolet 5501 Drexel
Road (Located on the Southeast corner of Ann Road and US 95). Mike said there was a great
crowd when he attended last Sunday.
Our March 13th meeting is planned for 12 Noon in a Park. More information will be given in the
March newsletter and closer to the date as weather permits. Club members are asked to bring
their own lawn chairs. Mike Wade is planning to pick up lunch, Port of Subs or Subway.
50/50 Raffle was won by Mike Wade. Members were asked to bring items for a club Raffle for
the March meeting. $26.00 was added to the Club treasury from the Raffle.
Following the meeting Mike shared his current auto projects, his project of his auto history and
other interesting things at his shop with club members.
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Martz Katz and family are doing well with their recovery from COVID. Members signed a
sympathy card for the family of Rudy Scheindt. Rudy was a great lover of Corvairs. He and his
wife, Char, moved to Grantsville, Utah a number of years ago. I remember seeing them at our
Corvair event at the home of Vic & Ingrid Howard. He left many Corvair items. Vic has been
assisting Char since Rudy's passing.
Suzan Sibert
Acting Secretary

Photos from the Feb meeting, top to
bottom, left to right:
Kevin Britt and Dominic; Steve
Wentworth, Sam and Mike Wade;
Kevin, Arlon, Suzan, Steve and
Dominic; Mike Wade’s Bomber door
panel project.
He shared with us the process for
creating these works of art.
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Editor’s Ramblings
“I remember when those were illegalized”
Ok, I don’t actually remember, but I met someone yesterday who does! Can you imagine?
Some of us think things are bad now, but apparently, sometime in the past there were
proceedings to illegalize Corvairs—and it worked! Phew! Glad I got mine before that
happened, or did I get her after that happened? Am I now a criminal if
I own and drive a car that was illegalized? Gee, I guess I should have
made some intelligent inquiries into this person’s knowledge, but all I
could think to do at that moment was to cheekily respond with a smile, “I’m a daredevil!”
One of the questions I am asking myself a day later is what does it even mean to illegalize
something? I have enough knowledge to understand the idea behind the word, but is that
even actually a word? According to Merriam-Webster.com it is indeed a word circa 1818,
meaning to criminalize, outlaw. Hmm! I knew folks weren’t always fond of our Corvairs, but
illegalized? I think the gentleman I met may have been a bit overzealous about our Corvair’s
poor reputation of the past. The good new is that when we take our Corvairs out, we are almost
always fortunate enough to meet new people!
Yesterday’s excursion to Boulder City in Vixen via Lake Mead
National Recreation Area had the young man at the entrance
booth admiring her exterior and interior and eagerly asking
questions about her. I even pulled a little forward into the sun and
leaned to the passenger side so he could more fully appreciate
her glittery interior. As we parked on the main drag in Boulder
City, we didn’t even walk away from her before two ladies were
asking about her and telling me how “adorable” she is. And then
there was the gentleman who told me about their illegalization as we parked at the park to go
watch the bighorn sheep enjoying the beautiful afternoon.
The weather was perfect, we had a delicious lunch at The
Dillinger, wandered the streets of downtown Boulder City and
sat peacefully enjoying the sheep—all of that in addition to
the joy of driving my automotive love! I even took my honey
for a surprise dessert once we were back near home. Quite a
lovely day!
I hope y’all are able to get out and enjoy this beautiful
weather in your Corvairs too! You’re hopefully planning to drive one to the March 13 meeting at
the park. In April there will be at least three great places to drive your car in addition to the
weekly car gatherings in Henderson on Saturday mornings and north of Rancho/Craig on
Sundays: the April meeting, Mesquite Motor Mania April 16-18, and the Fairway Chevrolet show
on April 23 so buckle up, buckaroo, enjoy your Corvair and give others the chance to enjoy
them too.
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One final thought. Mike Wade is happy to serve as our President, but is not interested in writing a
monthly column for Vegas Vairs Vision. Two members said they might be interested in writing
pieces for the newsletter, but as of yet neither of them has submitted anything. I did call one of
them last month to share my hoped date of publication, but I did not receive an article. I meant
to ask these gentlemen at the meeting if they might want to submit something for this edition,
but I forgot. I could call someone each month and “nag” about submitting a piece, but I truly
dislike asking people to do things for me and I truly dislike talking on the phone which is really
rather odd because as a teenager I could happily spend hours on the phone. Do you suppose
that each of us was given a set number of hours that we’d enjoy talking on the phone and I
squandered all of mine too early in life? I often think that must be the case, but I digress. My
point is that if anyone at any time has an item that he or she would like me to put in the
newsletter, I am delighted to do so!

There WILL be a
MARCH MEETING!
The meeting will be Sat., March 13
12:00PM at Hayley Hendricks Park
351 Cannes St, Henderson, NV 89015
Sandwiches will be served. Please bring a chair as we have not
reserved the picnic pavilion area because we hoping to surprise
Paul Green with a HUGE showing of Corvairs and Corvair folks!

From N. Pueblo Blvd turn
onto Ithaca Ave. Turn
right onto Cannes St.
Hayley Hendricks Park will
be on your left, Paul and
Leah’s on your right.
351Cannes St., Henderson,
N 89015
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The 1911 Reeves Octoauto was an 8wheeled technological marvel
Jeff Peek
11 February 2021 Hagerty.com

Wikipedia
Eight is enough—exactly the right amount, as it turns out, when it comes to the number of
wheels on a car. In 1911, Milton Reeves tested that theory with an eight-wheel vehicle he
called the Octoauto. The odd-looking automobile wasn’t his first creation or his last, but it
was definitely Reeves’ most significant, even though it wasn’t a financial success.
Reeves, a native of Indiana who was born during the Civil War, was among the early
architects of the horseless carriage in the late 1880s. In fact, his initial iteration is widely
considered the fourth or the fifth American automobile ever created.
Reeves’ historic roots as an inventor officially began at age 15 when, while working in a
sawmill, the teenager noticed that his coworkers could not control the speed of the pulleys
used to power the saws, a problem that often caused the wood to split. Reeves provided the
solution by designing a variable-speed transmission that allowed the saw blades to turn
slower or faster as needed. He would go on to patent 100 inventions in his 60 years.
Reeves was in his early 20s when he was sold on the idea of motorized transportation and
began to build his first automobile—a four-wheeler then referred to as a motocycle—with
the financial backing of his brothers. According to silodrome.com, his variable-speed
transmission was ideally suited to work in tandem with a twin-cylinder, two-stroke, 6horsepower Sintz marine engine. Reeves’ three-seat motocycle was steered by a tiller
operated from the back seat; the body was built by the Fehring Carriage Company.
Reeves also created a seven-seat “Big Seven” model, and in 1898 built the “Big Motocycle,”
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a 20-seat bus with huge wheels that were nearly six feet in diameter. To reduce noise from
the two-stroke engine, Reeves invented a double-muffler exhaust system (an industry
first), but he grew tired of the heavy fumes and decided to build a more efficient engine
instead. By 1898, he had created two—a 6-hp version and a 12-hp variety.
Instead of continuing to create and develop his automobiles, Reeves closed shop in 1899
when his family decided to concentrate on agricultural and industrial products. It would be
five years before Reeves picked up where he’d left off, and he quickly made up for lost time
by unveiling two new models in 1904: the Model D, with a 12-hp engine, and the Model E,
boasting an 18–20-hp mill.
A year later, Reeves unveiled his new valve-in-head, air-cooled engine, which featured
individually cast cylinders to help with air cooling, splash lubrication, and inlet and exhaust
on opposite sides of the engine to create a “cross flow” effect. The engines were so
successful that they were used in vehicles built by Auburn, Moon, Chatham, Autobug, and
Mapleby.
In spite of his success as an engine builder, Reeves is best known for his eight-wheel, 20foot long Octoauto, which may seem unconventional today but made perfect sense for the
time. In 1911, Reeves modified a 1910 Overland by adding four wheels and creating two
sets of four in front and back. Roads in his time were generally horrendous (particularly in
rural areas), and since suspension consisted of leaf springs and tire design wasn’t what it is
today, passengers felt every bump and pothole. Reeves simply borrowed a design
employed on railroad cars, which used quad-wheel “bogies” to distribute the weight and
smooth out the ride. According to silodrome.com: “The design incorporated front twin
steering coupled with steering by the wheels on the rearmost axle. The forward rear axle
had no steering and was the only one that was driven, making this an 8×2. The driven axle
was the only one that had drum brakes on each wheel.”
1953–54 Topps World on Wheels trading card. Topps, Inc.
The idea worked brilliantly. So much so that few argued when Reeves began calling the
odd-looking
automobile “the only
easy riding car in the
world.” The problem
was that it cost too
much to build. The
four-passenger
Octoauto—powered by
a 40-horse engine—
retailed for $3200,
which is nearly
$100,000 today.
No amount of praise or
attention could save
Reeves’ Octoauto, so he
remodeled it—most
notably removing two
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wheels from up front—and in 1912 rebranded it as the Sextoauto. Reeves later took a
gamble by building the six-wheeler on a new Stutz chassis, but that only increased the
price. Sales were few.

Reeves Sexto-Octo Company
Reeves never built another car, and he died in 1925, two months before his 61st birthday.
Although the Octoauto and Sextoauto were financial failures, and none are known to exist
today, there’s no disputing that they were technological marvels, regardless of how many
wheels they had.
https://www.hagerty.com/media/automotive-history/the-1911-reeves-octoauto-was-an-8wheeled-technological-marvel/

The above article was shared by Vic Howard from Hagerty.com
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VEGAS VAIRS, CHAPTER 891 OF CORSA
In ordinary times Vegas Vairs MEETS SECOND SATURDAY EACH
MONTH AT 11:00AM
SKYLNE RESTAURNT AND CASINO
1741 N. BOULDER HWY, HENDERSON
However, these are NOT ordinary times
so, watch for monthly updates.
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES

ARE $20 FOR ALL MEMBERS AND ARE DUE BY

MARCH 1ST OF EACH YEAR. THEY MAY BE PAID AT A MEETING OR MAILED TO:
VEGAS VAIRS
C/O INGRID HOWARD
5574 S TABLEAU DR
FORT MOHAVE, AZ 86426-6766
WEBSITE: WWW.VEGASVAIRS.COM
OFFICERS:

MIKE WADE
PRESIDENT
(702)219-2622

PAUL BERNARDO
VICE PRESIDENT
(702)398-3972

INGRID HOWARD
TREASURER
(928)768-6062

MARTY KATZ
SECRETARY
(702) 303-7829

SALLIE WENTWORTH
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
(702)375-5933

BOARD MEMBER: PAUL GREEN
ADVERTISING IN VEGAS VAIRS VISION:
FREE TO CLUB MEMBERS, $25 PER YEAR FOR BUSINESSES AND NON-MEMBERS.

PLEASE submit articles, ads, photos, etc. to the editor via email if
possible. Email: sastumwent@yahoo.com
Or mail to: Sallie Wentworth, PO Box 61334, Las Vegas, NV 89160,
(702)375-5933
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A gentleman named Nick has reached out to me in hopes of finding a good home for his 1960 500 2dr
automatic for sale. He says he did a lot of work to it in 2020. It has new brakes, suspension, wiring, gas
lines, carbs, distributor and any rust underneath was sandblasted. He's had it since he was 16. It does
not run currently, but he says it starts with starting fluid. Unfortunately, he needs to sell it. He's near
Harmon/Pecos here in Vegas. His number is (725)212-5946.
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