VEGAS VAIRS NEWSLETTER

SEPTEMBER 2019

“I USED TO HAVE ONE OF THOSE”
I’ve been hunting around Newcastle in search of Corvairs to include in this
month’s newsletter with no luck. However, in the early 70s our friend Deby used
to have a Corvair that looked like the one below only with flowers on it.

Vegas Vairs Meeting Wednesday, Sept. 11 at
IHOP 1201 S. Boulder Hwy. Meeting starts at 7:00PM.
Come early for dinner.
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VEGAS VAIRS, CHAPTER 891 OF CORSA
MEETS AT 7:00PM, THE SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT
IHOP (702)558-5321, 1201 S. BOULDER HWY, HENDERSON, NV 89015

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!
COME EARLY TO MEET AND GREET!
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $20 FOR ALL
MEMBERS AND ARE DUE BY FEBRUARY 1ST OF
EACH YEAR. THEY MAY BE PAID AT A MEETING OR
MAILED TO:
VEGAS VAIRS
C/O PAUL GREEN
351 CANNES STREET
HENDERSON, NV 89015

WEBSITE: WWW.VEGASVAIRS.COM
OFFICERS

MEL JACKSON
PRESIDENT
(702)755-2861

HARRY RANSOM
VICE PRESIDENT
(702)395-6992

PAUL GREEN
TREASURER
(702)279-2550

MARTY KATZ
SECRETARY
(702) 303-7829

SALLIE
WENTWORTH
NEWSLETTER ED.
(702)375-5933

BOARD MEMBER: PAUL BERNARDO
ADVERTISING IN VEGAS VAIRS VISION:
FREE TO CLUB MEMBERS, $25 PER YEAR FOR BUSINESSES AND NON-MEMBERS.

PLEASE submit articles, ads, photos, etc. to the editor via email if possible.
Email: sastumwent@yahoo.com
Or mail to Sallie Wentworth, PO Box 61334, Las Vegas, NV 89160, (702)375-5933
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Once again I have
given Mel a difficult
time line.
It’s not
usually “all about me,”
but when my honey is
coming up to visit after
being gone for weeks,
it is imperative to me
that I not have work
piled up to do while he’s here, so this month it really is “all about me…and Steve.”
As a result, I am on a mission to have this newsletter finished today, August 28, so
that I will be free of mandated responsibilities when Steve is here. True, he won’t
be here for several more days, but I manage to get myself involved in all kinds of
things while I am here. Couple that with the fact that I don’t have internet at
home and must work on this at the library which is only open M-F 9-6 and my
options for getting the Vegas Vairs Vision completed are somewhat beyond my
control. So, today it is. As a result, there is no “Report From the Prez.” I
apologize.

More photos from 21st Annual Brothers Show & Shine (Oak Canyon Park, Irvine Ca)
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Meeting Minutes submitted by Marty Katz:
August 14, 2019
In attendance: Marty Katz, Michael Biron, Harry Ransom, Bill and Phyllis Lefever, Vic Howard and guest
Charles Jensen, John Charaska, Steve Wentworth, Jack and Fusae Wicks, guest and new member Baby
Johnson, and guests Fritz and Renee Wiesner.
Meeting was called to order on August 14, 2019 at 7:03 P.M. by Harry Ransom, as the president was not
present. Also, the treasurer was not present so no treasurer's report.
Harry talked about a possible meet in the future at the Piute Indian golf course location, on the way to Mt.
Charleston. He hasn't been to it yet, but hears that there is plenty of parking and room.
Activities Report:
 August 24th there is an indoor car show at the South Point Hotel. Cost is $45.00 to participate
but there is no cost to go look at the cars on display.
 The Super Run in Mesquite is from Sept. 20-22, Friday thru Sunday.
 October 12th is our picnic across the street from Paul Green's house. Bring desserts...etc. and
the picnic begins about 11:00.
 The Great Western Fan Belt Toss & Swap Meet is from the 25th to the 27th of October in Palm
Springs. This year is our 43rd annual, I believe. There is always a huge Corvair swap meet and
great dinner banquet. All, please try to attend.
Reminder: The last Sunday in January at the Speedway is the annual "3 Laps for Charity" event. For
$35.00 you can drive your own car around the 1.5 mile speedway. We try to go as a group, so there is
virtually no waiting past our specified track time. Contact Harry for more information.
We announced "For Sale and Wanted" with no response from members.
Guests were introduced and we met a gentleman named Junior Johnson who had a t.v. repair shop in
Vegas. He used Corvair vans and rampsides to pick up and deliver t.v.'s, and closed his business in
1975. He announced that he had a large amount of Corvair parts to possibly sell, along with an 8-door
Greenbrier. He also has a rampside that he wants to get running again so he can drive it.
Mr. LeFever brought a flashlight and rags for the Sept. meeting auction.
Marty has $20.00 paid by a gentleman for a new membership. He will give Sallie the info. and the money
to the treasurer.
Lastly, Mike Biron announced to the club that some current club members and some who aren't members
got together and decided to start a different type of Corvair club where most of the discussions and info.
will be via the Facebook. The main idea is not to interfere with Vegas Vairs, but to encourage more
motoring events attended, such as the Saturday and Sunday car shows in Henderson and at Craig and
Rancho Ave. More to follow, but there is no cost to join and/or participate. The name of the club is Las
Vairs.
Thank you,
Marty Katz
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Vegas Vairs Fall Picnic Information:

Vegas Vairs Fall Picnic will be Saturday, October 12 from 10AM2PM at Hayley Hendricks Park, 351 Cannes St, Henderson, NV
89015.
The club will provide the meat, buns, and
condiments. Club members should bring
side dishes and desserts.
Mark your calendars now and watch
future editions of Vegas Vairs Vision for
more information!

From N. Pueblo Blvd turn onto Ithaca
Ave. Turn right onto Cannes St.
Hayley Hendricks Park will be on your
left, Paul and Leah’s on your right.
351Cannes St., Henderson, N 89015
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Kool Deadwood Nights 2019:

KOOL DEADWOOD
NIGHTS
DEADWOOD, SD
AUGUST 23-25, 2019

Larry and Sharon (pictured next to the ‘62
Cadillac), friends of mine from here in
Newcastle drove up to Deadwood for Kool
Deadwood Nights this past weekend. I
asked them to take photos of all the
Corvairs they saw, but, alas, not a single
Corvair was to be found. Larry was kind
enough to share these photos of cars he
particularly enjoyed.

Perhaps there are some Vegas
Vairs members who’d be
interested in an awesome car
show in the beautiful
Black Hills in 2020!
More info on page 10

VISION is a publication of VEGAS VAIRS-Chapter 891 of CORSA, 351 Cannes Street, Henderson, NV 89015

7:00PM, Wed, Sept. 11,
Vegas Vairs Meeting at
IHOP, 1201 S. Boulder
Meeting at 7:00PM.
Come early for dinner.
Sept. 20-22, Mesquite Super Run

Thursdays:
5:30-8:30PM Third Thursday of each month, car
show at Village Square, 9420 W. Sahara.
5:00-8:00PM Last Thursday of each month,
50’s Diner Omelet House, 3050 E. Desert Inn Rd.
702-737-0377.
6:00-9:00PM Street Devils at Applebee’s, 820 E.
Warms Springs, 702-460-8069.

Fridays:

See page 10

5:00-9:00PM Cars and Coffee, Speed Vegas,
14200 S. Las Vegas Boulevard, 727-742-8051.

Sat., Oct. 12, 10:00AM-2:00PM
Vegas Vairs Picnic, Hayley Hendricks

Saturdays:

Park. See page 5

ONGOING SHOWS:
Tuesdays:
5:00-9:00PM Car Show and Short Skirt
Tuesdays at Mr. D’s Sports Bar and Grill. $1
tacos. 1810 S. Rainbow Blvd, 89146.
(702) 362-8777.

Wednesdays:
7:30 AM, Breakfast Club, Thunderbird Café,
9465 S. Eastern, 215 E/Eastern Ave.
8:00AM, Club Fortune Casino Breakfast Club,
Free breakfast for first 25 hot rods.
5:00PM, Farmer Boys, 5955 S. Eastern Ave.
Bring cars for cruise discount 702-262-6221.

7:00-8:30AM Donut Delinquents, Winchell’s
Donuts, 4580 E. Tropicana/Mountain Vista,
702-353-0465.
7:00-9:00AM Henderson Donut Run, Friendly
Donuts, 806 Boulder Hwy (Smith’s Shopping
Center).
7:00-10:00AM Celebrity Cars Car Show, 9500 E.
Eastern Ave/215 E. Sansone Shopping Center.
LET’S SEE SOME CORVAIRS OUT THERE!

Sundays:
7:00-10:00AM, West End Boyz,
Rancho Dr./ W. Craig Rd., Rancho Sierra
Shopping Center. LET’S SEE SOME CORVAIRS
OUT THERE!
11:00AM until ?, Last Sunday of each month,
Gasser Ted’s Hangout, 6260 Stevenson Way, Las
Vegas, 89120, 702-236-9893.
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Dan Ward below:
So after I left teaching I took a year off
just enjoying being a housewife. Then in the
summer of 2001 I started working at Car City
as a paid employee.
It was that fall that we started tearing
Vixen apart, removing all signs of that
Batmobile-esque interior and making her
mine—all mine—in every way! One of the first
things we did after removing the interior was
to replace the convertible top and the working
parts thereof. I can proudly say that I did the
mechanical portion of that work myself. I
changed my own hydraulics and lines although
most of you may not even believe that she has
a top since it is so very rarely up-- just the way
a convertible top should be used, for
emergencies only, at least in my humble
opinion.
Although many parts and pieces were
purchased we did try to stay on a budget. As a
result, I did some of my “shopping” at home.
Oh, had I failed to mention that sometime
between the spring of 1999 and the fall of
2001 Steve and I had purchased umpteen
Corvairs from one individual and had them all
towed to the back yard? (Steve will be able to
tell you the exact year, probably the month,
perhaps even the exact date that he made the
deal. He’ll also be able to tell you the history
of many of those vehicles, the scenario that
brought us the opportunity to buy them, how
much he paid, etc. I, meanwhile, can tell you
the name of the tow truck driver, what he
wore every time I saw him, which cold
beverages he preferred me to have waiting for
him and which he wasn’t really fond of, the
order he preferred doing the processes

necessary to his job, etc. Interesting how a
couples’ minds work, isn’t it?) As I wrote all
that I realized that it was probably the summer
of 2000 that we got all those Corvairs. How
else would I have been around to see of them
delivered?
So, yes, with a budget in mind and due
to the fact that I see saving money as a game or
a challenge, I “shopped” the Corvairs on
Wentworth Estate with the exception of my
1961 hubcabs which were NOS hubcaps that
Steve bought in the early 1990s that we had
never put on anything. I think they’re perfect
on Vixen; she really wouldn’t be quite her with
any other hubcaps or wheels! And you
probably know that 1961 hubcaps NEED 1961
wheels! We did not know that. Blessedly
when it came time to install the hubcaps we
discovered that Vixen had a single 1961 wheel!
How are we so sure? Because the hubcaps
require little projection exclusive to the 61
wheel to stay on the wheel! As Bob Ross would
say, “a happy accident.”
There’s a great likelihood that the next
time I write this column I will be hotter than I
am now even though it will be October then
and it is currently August. ‘Gotta love Las
Vegas! (It’s 57 at 11:10AM I as I write today.)
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Kool Deadwood Nites brings car lovers together for four days full of classic cars,
classic music and classic fun. It’s a 50’s and 60’s sock hop – Deadwood style. Enjoy a
parade, show and shine and FREE concerts on Main Street featuring the biggest
names in rock ‘n roll history.

2020 IS THE 26TH ANNIVERSARY OF KOOL
DEADWOOD NITES!
2020 Information












Registration for 202 Kool Deadwood Nites will be held throughout the event at the
Deadwood’s Welcome Center! 501 Main Street, Deadwood, S.D. 57732. This is a
brand new center that opened in 2017. It’s located in the Lower Main Street
Parking Lot, across from the Hampton Inn at Tin Lizzie.
To sign up for pre-registration (mailed in May 2020); call the Deadwood Welcome
Center at (605) 578-1876. Your vehicle must be a ’73 or older to register.
Kool Deadwood Nites registered cars ONLY will have a section of the Lower Main
Street parking lot (location of the new Welcome Center, where registration will be
held) Thursday, Friday and Saturday, August 27-29. Of course, registrants can
continue to park throughout the event at the History and Information Center too.
Auction vehicle check-in at TBD on Thursday, August 27 from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information contact McPherson Auction & Realty at 605-484-1781 or
605-381-1594.
The Classic Car Auction is held at Deadwood Mountain Grand, Friday and
Saturday, starting at 10 a.m. The auction begins each day at 9 a.m. with
memorabilia. For more information contact McPherson Auction & Realty at 605484-1781 or 605-381-1594.
The Main Street Entertainment will feature headliners TBD – should be
announced January 2020.
Keep up to date on all things Deadwood on our Facebook page! You can also call
us with any questions at 1-800-999-1876. Thanks for being part of Kool Deadwood
Nites, and we look forward to seeing you in August 2020!
Please call the Deadwood Chamber to be added to the 2020 mailing list,
800-999-1876.
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Reader Rides: Steve Wentworth’s “Reb”
Steve Wentworth
bought his ’63, 4spd,
110 Rampside in
January 2000 from
Gary, son-in-law of
Russ Thuleen, former
President of Vegas
Vairs.

Steve has not, however,
owned Reb
continuously since
2000. At one time he
sold his beloved truck to
the late Ernie McKinney
to help finance the
purchase of Kevin Britt’s
custom 1961 Rampside.
As amazing as the 1961
Rampside was it just
wasn’t “Reb” so it
wasn’t long before Steve
and Ernie worked out a
new deal. Ernie traded
Reb back to Steve as
part of a deal where
Ernie bought the 1961
Rampside.
Steve sums up his relationship with
his truck by saying, “It’s a great truck
and I love it! I haul all kinds of sh&*
in it!”

You don’t have to be the Newsletter Editor’s husband to get your Corvair in our
newsletter! Just email me or text me some photos and thoughts about your car
and I will be thrilled to feature it in an upcoming newsletter!
sastumwent@yahoo.com
(702)375-5933

