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By: Vic Howard
We had a very small group for our October meeting. I
sure hope we get a better turnout for our November
5th picnic otherwise there will be a lot of food left
over.
Ingrid and I will bring all the fixin's for hotdogs and
hamburgers as well as the supply of paper plates and
plastic utensils, napkins and seasonings (salt and
pepper). Dan Ward has agreed to bring the soft
drinks and ice, hopefully in an ice chest (ha!) so all
each member needs to do is bring a side dish to
share with your fellow club members.
I heard a rumor that Bertha Katz won't be bringing her
famous Waldorf Salad (did that have walnuts in it?)
and I for one will miss it. Maybe she has a new salad
concoction she wants to try out on us, ya think?
The weather has turned so cool it probably was a
good idea to move the picnic to November. The wide
range of weather conditions this past month have
been baffling. One day it feels like a summer day in
the desert and the next it is raining hard with wind, at
least in our part of the country. So let's plan and hope
for a nice cool day with little or no wind and definitely
no bad winter type stuff!
Maps and directions to the picnic spot in Sunset Park
are elsewhere in this newsletter.
Also, Mike asked that I write a brief description of
what I do as President. You will see it is not much so
be sure and put your volunteering hat on when we are
looking for a new slate of officers next year, which will
be here sooner then you may want it to be.
Not much more I can say this month, I hope to see all
of you at the picnic!
Bring your Corvair!!!
Vic Howard

LIFTER HISTORY
or
LIFTERS LEAD LONG LIFE
LATER LURCHING TO LIMBO
(Part 2)
By Bob Helt
[Editors Note: Bob Helt continues his discussion on
Corvair lifters. Please see October 2006 issue of Vision for Part 1]

But despite this Chevrolet documentation,
your author found the HL39 type lifters in his original
1962 102 hp engine. It seems apparent that either the
Chevrolet documentation was wrong (maybe
interchanging the two lifters) or that the 3799644 lifter
actually was used for all Corvair engines starting late
in the 1961 model year. While the answer isn’t known,
the latter possibility is thought to be correct.

The part number of this HL20 lifter is unknown,
but it is likely a 5232670.

20. And the dealer supplied parts WERE different
even though they had the same part number. The
dealer 3799644 lifters looked almost exactly the same
as the 5232670 lifter shown above. It also had a very
shallow pushrod seat. The Corvair Parts Manuals
continued to specify the 3799644 number even into
1972.
In February 1972, the Chevrolet “bean
counters” must have taken precedence over the nerdy
types, and the 3799644 lifter was officially
discontinued as a replacement. It was replaced by the
3869997 lifter. What was in error about this change
may never be known, but just three months later, in
May, the 3869997 lifter was discontinued too. It was
replaced by two different lifters for not only Corvair
applications, but also for other GM engines as well.
These two new lifters were p/n 5232670 (HL
20) and 5232450 (HL54), both of which bore a visual
resemblance to the dealer supplied 3799644
replacement lifter. See the 3252450 photo below.

Despite our speculation and explanation, the
actual differences between the HL39 and HL20
lifters remain a mystery (and what was the HL54
difference?). What were the differences among all
these lifters and why? No Chevrolet/GM drawings are
known to exist that define the various lifter part
numbers or HL numbers.
Teardown of many factory original (i.e.,
unmolested) 19641967 engines proved that the
3799644 lifter was indeed, standardized, for Corvair
engines for those years. This is confirmed by the
1965 Corvair Shop Manual with photos and text.
Sometime between May and October 1964, a
most amazing change was made. While the lifters put
into all Corvair production engines all continued to be
3799644 HL39 lifters, dealersupplied replacements
were specified in the Parts Manuals as 3799644 HL

Boxes that replacement lifters came in.

The 5232670 lifter was designated for
Chevrolet and Pontiac (V8) applications, while the
3253450 lifter was for Chevrolet, Buick, Oldsmobile
and Pontiac (V8) engines as well. Since the Corvair
was also included under the Chevrolet umbrella, it
isn’t clear which lifter (or both) was for Corvair
applications. But based on the information on the two

boxes in the photo, it would appear that only the
5232670 lifter was the designated Corvair
replacement. Notice that the 5232670 lifter is
designated as a replacement for the 3799644 lifter as
well as the 1961 high performance and FC 5231475
lifter (all HL20).

To Be The President
Our esteemed editor asked that I write a special
article to describe the role and responsibilities of
being president of our fine club.
First let's look at the bylaws, oops! Not much there!
It says: "The President will preside at all business
meetings of VEGAS VAIRS and appoint all
Committee Chairpersons as needed for club functions
such as car shows, Tech Sessions, Picnic or other
outings that take place during the year"
Maybe I should have read these four years ago
because about all I have done to follow the bylaws is
preside over the meetings.

Lifter, p/n 5232450, HL54.

So if you wanted replacement lifters from
Chevrolet between 1972 and 1974, what you got was
a universal lifter that covered Chevrolet’s V8 engines.
However, in late 1974, the 5232670 lifter was replace
by the 5232450 (HL54) lifter in the Corvair Parts
Manual. By 1988, all these lifters were discontinued
and gone forever.
No other Chevrolet/GM lifters are known to be
replacements for our Corvairs, although a lifter
identified as HT817 is now sold as one. So the
mystery remains as to why there were so many
different Corvair lifters and what the differences were
between them. And which, if any, of the replacements
were really satisfactory for Corvair use.
Corvair vendors have arranged to have their
own lifters made by aftermarket suppliers for them to
sell as Corvair replacements.

Seriously though, I have tried to take my
responsibilities serious and since we are such a small
club, it has been a teamwork effort to have the fun
events we have had these past years. Namely, a few
picnics each year and a couple of tech sessions.
Marty and Bertha Katz organized a Tech session at
their home as did Sally and Steve Wentworth so I
guess we did kinda follow the bylaws in that regard.
One area that is not stated in the bylaws is the
responsibility to make sure the club conforms to all
Corsa Guidelines to remain a sanctioned club. Also
annual reports need to be filed with the State of
Nevada and we must conform to Federal regulations
in order to continue our "NonProfit Status".
Of course none of this can be accomplished without
the support of the Vice President, Secretary and
Treasurer. Each of them play a key role in keeping
our club active and above all, having fun.
The job is not a bit difficult no matter what you think
and if you have ideas on how to improve it and can
devote a few extra minutes each month to plan the
monthly meeting agenda, please volunteer or accept
nomination for President of our great little club. I have
enjoyed my role in keeping this club a fun loving
organization but I think it is time to give someone else
a chance to do so.
Vic Howard

MAPS TO THE PICNIC

Picnic in the NE Corner of Sunset Park
11AM – November 5th

For Sale:

Wanted:

62 4 Speed with or without motor. Body Fair, Needs work

Van Pershing of Tucson Corvair Assoc. Club Writes:

66 Body Perfect / Needs paint, No accident, No Rust, No
Engine, No Transmission.

Hi everybody,

Call Tiger (702) 7405828 (Dr. Sunjata Kieta)

BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE

My youngest daughter's husband wants to get a Corvair for
her for Christmas. This car doesn't need to be in very good
shape because she wants to restore it to her tastes. We
need a fixerupper. It wants to be a late model and either a
convertible or a 2door coupe.

THE CLASSIC CORVAIR. A technical maintenance and
upgrade manual. 300 pp. $35+$5 S&H.

Anybody got anything?? Anybody know of any leads??

CORVAIR SECRETS. Little known design and operational
facts. 130 pp. $20+$4 S&H.

Thanks,
Van [vpersh@yahoo.com]

HOW TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR
ROCHESTER CARBURETORS. 90 pp.
Comprehensive carburetor information. $15+$3 S&H.
Check or MO to:
Bob Helt
3016 Pearl Harbor Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89117
If you have items for sale or items you are looking for and would
like to have them posted in the newsletter, contact me at
michael@cassera.net or at the following address:
Michael Cassera, Editor Vision
8119 Defiance Ave
Las Vegas, NV 89129

EXPERT
CORVAIR REPAIR
After 18 years in the Corvair
repair business I have moved
to Las Vegas and am now
doing work out of my shop at
home. I do excellent work at
a fair price... brakes
suspension, engine, clutch...
most mechanical and
electrical work.

CARS ARE KEPT
INSIDE AND WELL
CARED FOR!
CALL MARTY KATZ at
3037829

for an estimate or to make an
appointment

Upcoming Events:
November 5

11:00AM Club Picnic! Sunset Park.

NO NOVEMBER CLUB MEETING!!!

October Meeting Minutes
Recorded by Suzan Sibert

Attendees: Michael & Danie Cassera, John
Charaska, Warren & Elaine Halvorson, Vic &
Ingrid Howard, Marty Katz, Arlon & Suzan Sibert,
Howard Stoner. Guests Vic & Ingrid's two
grandsons visiting from Phoenix and Dr. Sunjata
Kieta (Tiger).
Vic opened the meeting with plans for the November
5th (Sunday)picnic starting at 11 a.m. at Sunset park.
Dan Ward will be bringing the soda. Vic and Ingrid will
bring the other items. Club members are asked to
bring a potluck dish to share. Some members
expressed concern for the early start time..Vic said
that is just to be sure they can get a spot at the park.
Vic expressed concern if the auto clubs in Nevada
had representation at the Legislative level. Arlon
mentioned those active in the Nevada Car Club
Council take care of things on that level for our older
cars.
The 29th Annual Great Western Fan Belt Toss &
Swap Meet on October 27, 28 & 29th in Palm Springs,
CA was discussed. Vic & Ingrid, Marty & Tiger are
planning to attended. Tiger has a 1962 4 speed and
a 1966 body perfect and many Corvair parts he
needs to sell and get rid of. He plans to take some to
Palm Springs.. Give Tiger a call at 7027405828 if
you have an interest or are in need of any Corvair
parts.
Michael Cassera asked if anyone would be interested
in a tour of the Las Vegas Speedway and perhaps
running their Corvair on the track out there. He will
look into the details.
There was some tech talk which continued in the
parking lot. John Charaska had driven his 1976
Corvette which is 98 percent restored at this
point...really neat !!
Due to the low attendance the door prizes donated by
Warren & Elaine Halvorson would be held for another
time.
Submitted by Suzan Sibert, Acting Secretary

Unforgettable Television Sports Cars
From The 1970's
by: Jackson Porter

In the seventies it seems that most shows were to an
extent, known for the cars that the stars drove in them as
well as the stars themselves. Some of the shows you will
find listed here, the cars in the shows were even known to
receive their own fan mail. The weekly hero of the action
packed T.V. show was almost assuredly driving a fast and
expensive sports car. Most people tend to think they used
the same car in every episode but usually there was a
whole team of identical cars that followed the stars through
the series.
See how many of the following cars you can remember
from the seventies:
1. Gran Torino on Starsky and Hutch.
This was
everyone’s favorite Muscle Car it seemed, at least the most
recognizable. The paint job (red with that big, white stripe)
and the style prompted Ford to add it to their line. Gran
Torino enthusiasts still get together to show off their rides to
this day!
2. Do you remember Dan Tanna and his 1957
Thunderbird from Vegas? In this program Robert Urich
played a cop in Las Vegas named Dan Tanna who just
loved cruising around the strip in his TBird. It was a bright
and shiny red and was actually two identical cars used that
they switched back and forth when taping the show. The
character started out with a corvette but ended up with his
signature TBird instead.
3. Who can forget that bumbling detective Columbo
and his beat up, old Peugeot? Well it can be categorized
as a sports car technically, but it sure didn’t look like one or
act like one. But Columbo and his Peugeot was a match
made in heaven with their unkempt appearance. Some folks
in Ohio ended up with the car after the show was cancelled
but they revived it for the Columbo movie in the 80’s.
4. The golden Firebird Espirit of Detective Rockford is
another classic. James Garner played Detective Rockford
and always seemed to be having financial troubles but he
could always afford to drive around in his signature Firebird.
5. 1966 Oldsmobile Toronado from Mannix. Another one
of those great detective shows. Joe Mannix was played by
actor Mike Connors and it was a very customized vehicle
indeed and one that most people remember. Mannix had
secret compartments all over the Toronado and it was a
little more high tech then many cars of its era. In later
episodes Mannix had an array of cars at his disposal but
the 1966 Toronado seem to make the most impact.
Each one of these cars is memorialized by film. If you
asked anyone about the 70’s famous cars undoubtedly they
would mention one or more of these cars. Of course there
were a lot of others but these five seem to be the most likely
to come up in a conversation about the era. After all they
certainly did seem to steal the show right out from under the
human stars.

Continued next Month

From the Editor
Michael Cassera

What a month. Work has kept me jumping again.
Work on the Corvair is progressing, then stepping
back and progressing. I had the alignment finally
done. The car handles much better. Unfortunately,
on the way home the clutch failed. The pressure
plate broke. I'm not sure how it happened, the clutch
was replaced a year and a half ago. Luckily I
managed to limp to Marty's house and get it replaced.
While it was up on the lift, Marty replaced the fuel
pump with an electric one and did a little gasket repair
for me.
The car is now a joy to drive. I know I have more
work to do though. The engine still knocks when I
boost. I've been looking into a water injection system,
but I may just breakdown and get a Safe Guard
system to put in it. Right now I'm running with the
timing retarded some so Its not so bad, but the goal is
to have no knocking at all. I may have to wait for tax
return time for that expense.
I hope this makes it to you before the picnic. If not,
I've already sent fliers out to you all with maps to get
you there. I'm taking the day off to attend and I hope
to see many people there.
Unless something
happens to the Corvair between now and then, I'll be
bringing it with me. I'm looking forward to hanging
out, eatin' a few burgers and chatting about whatever.
It will be a nice break from work.
In this month's Vision, Vic wrote a little description of
what he does as President of the club. Since he
plans on retiring in February, we need a new
volunteer to take over the duties of President. Look
over the description. I know you can do it! Volunteer!
In future months I will be asking the other officers for
a description of their duties to post in the newsletter
so if you see something else up your alley, go for it.
Finally, this issue marks the one year anniversary of
my editing the Newsletter for you. I'm having a great
time doing it. Recently Corsa put out the top 5 club
newsletters in Communique. One day I hope to get
us listed there. It wouldn't be possible without the
help of many people who contribute! Thanks to all.
On the right are the last 12 covers of Vision.
Good Driving.
Michael
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