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By: Vic Howard
I hope all of you had a very happy holiday season!
Can you believe how fast 2006 came and went?
Guess it is because we are so busy doing the things
we like and driving the cars we love!
It seems like just yesterday when I was thinking I
would be able to retire when I am 65. 20 years ago
that seemed like such a long long time to wait.
Fortunately I didn't have to wait that long to retire but
this year I will actually be 65 !!!! But I still feel young
even if I can't work on my corvairs as long each day
as I used to. At least I can enjoy the driving pleasure
they give me as well as the pride when someone
drives up next to me with a "thumbs up" signal. I know
you all experience that no matter what city or part of
the country you are in. In Las Vegas, our little club is
the group that keeps that corvair feeling alive. Sure,
there are many other car clubs with cars that have
more gizmos and horsepower then our little corvairs
but any time I am at a car show with my corvair, those
folks come over to admire it and talk about the corvair
they had or rode in as a kid.
GET OUT AND DRIVE YOUR CORVAIR EACH
WEEK, GET THAT GOOD FEELING AGAIN!
Our January meeting will be a time for us to make
plans for the new year. Also, we need to come up with
a slate of officers to guide our club. As I mentioned
some months back I feel that four years as president
is enough for any person to hold that position. The
truth is, it probably is the easiest job of all the officers
if you enjoy talking and have the desire to make sure
your corvair club meetings are fun. That's it! I admit it!
That's all I have had to do in these four years. So,

there should be several candidates among our
members who want to do that and I hope at least one
of you steps up to take over the reins. We have three
other more important positions to fill also. That of vice
president who follows up what we members decide to
do and reminds each of us of our commitments. The
treasurer who collects and sees over our money so
we can have the fun events we have each year, files
the annual reports with corsa and the Nevada
secretary of state.
The secretary to keeps track of the things that take
place at our meetings to keep all of us on track and to
keep those who can't attend informed of what has
taken place. See, each of the positions has a share of
the responsibility of keeping our club, Vegas vairs,
legal and most importantly,
FUN!
I HOPE TO SEE ALL OF YOU AT OUR JANUARY
10TH MEETING AND I WISH YOU ALL A VERY
HAPPY NEW YEAR OF 2007!
Vic Howard

THE CORVAIR DETECTIVE
By Bob Helt
Sometimes its fun to play Sherlock Holmes. While
we’re not very good at it, it is interesting to try to fit the
known facts into unknown situations. It’s like a jigsaw
puzzle, seeing if the pieces of information fit together,
resulting in a believable scenario.
Was the Corvair scheduled for cancellation
starting with the 1967 model year? Was the 140hp
engine discontinuance for 1967 part of this plan? Or
were there other reasons this engine was dropped
and then later reinstated?
Let’s look at Chevrolet’s action toward
offering the new Air Injection Reactor system (AIR) for
1966, and also the 140hp engine with both the Air
Injection Reactor (AIR) and air conditioning (A/C).
The Air injection Reactor (AIR) System
We do know for a fact that emission
requirements made the AIR system mandatory on
any Corvairs delivered in California starting in the
1966 model year However, California allowed a one
year exemption on A/C and turbo Corvairs. Why this
exemption? And was it requested by Chevrolet or
some kind of a blanket offering by California?
The turbo was scheduled to be discontinued
for 1967, so we know why that exemption was given.
But what was the story about those airconditioned
Corvairs?
It seems logical to assume that this
exemption was related to cooling problems on
Corvairs having both AIR and A/C. We know that the
AIR system is designed to burn hydrocarbons
escaping the combustion chambers in the exhaust
manifolds. So this raises the overall engine operation
temperature as does the use of air conditioning.
Maybe the combination of both of these options
created excessive temperatures. Especially on the
140hp engines. So it looks like the California
exemption was requested by Chevrolet.
Since this California requirement was all
known to Chevrolet in advance, why weren’t the
necessary experiments and tests to evaluate actual
cooling problems run in time to meet the 1966
production run? One can’t help wondering whether,
maybe, Corvairs were scheduled for cancellation
starting in the 1967 model year. If Corvair production
was planned to end at the completion of the 1966
production run, then it would be logical for Chevrolet
to get the one year exemption for 1966, the same as
was done for the turbo engine and for the same
reason.

Now, if that was all true, and the decision to
cancel the Corvair was reversed sometime in 1966,
then Chevrolet Engineering would be playing catch up
trying to assure themselves that the now required AIR
system would work with A/C and still allow adequate
engine cooling.
This scenario seems to fit the circumstances.
That’s likely why Chevrolet wasn’t ready for the start
of the 1967 Corvair production run either. It wasn’t
until the Summer of 1966 that tests were run that
proved engine and oil overheating problems existed
with AIR and A/C. (We know this because of a copy
of this test report now located in the Corvair Museum
archives.) The summer of 1966 was much too late to
allow any altering of 1967 designs that were slated to
start actual production in August. These tests, run at
the Desert Proving Grounds, showed that the
combination of air conditioning and the AIR system
caused unacceptably high head and oil temperatures
under summer deserttemperature conditions in all
Corvair engine combinations.
What was Chevrolet thinking about to wait
until the start of 1967 production to find this out?
Could it have had anything to do with a decision to
cancel all Corvair production for 1967? Was the
Corvair really scheduled for cancellation in 1967?
We’ll probably never know.
But what about the 140hp engine?
1966
For the 1966 model year, with the California
exemption, the 95hp, 110 and 140hp engines all
were available for delivery in California with either the
AIR system or A/C, but not both. (If given this choice,
and forced to pay for one or the other, wouldn’t most
people opt for the A/C?)
1967
With production scheduled to start next
month (August), Chevrolet found out there were
significant cooling problems with both of these
options (separately and together) in the summer of
1966. But despite this information, production
continued with both the 95hp and 110hp engines
being produced with either or both AIR and A/C for
California delivery. This combination of both AIR and
A/C must have presented a cooling nightmare. But if
these lower horsepower engines had cooling
problems, the 140hp engine was bound to be worse.
Why? Well two factors. Increased horsepower means

a hotterrunning engine unless the cooling system
can provide the additional cooling. For the 140hp
engine, the cooling system was essentially the same
as for other engines. Also, and maybe more
significant, was the reduction in cooling air
passageways in the heads because of the larger
intake and exhaust passageways that allowed the
better breathing of these heads. One also wonders
about the field complaints and failures of the 1966
140hp engines with A/C. There was a reason this
combination with Powerglide used a lower engine
compression ratio.
So maybe, too, management just decided to
drop the 140hp engine just like the turbo engine for
lowsales reasons when production was reinstated in
1967.
The interesting factor here is that while the
140hp engine was discontinued for 1967 at the start
of the model year, it is strange that on 1 Oct 1966
Chevrolet released the 1967 engine Suffix Codes for
the following engine combinations (the two month
delay —August to October—probably being a
Chevrolet communications problem).
140 hp, w/A/C
140 hp, w/AIR
140 hp w/AIR & A/CQQ
140 hp w/PG & AIR
140 hp w/PG & AIR & A/C

RZ
RQ
RX
QR

This shows that Chevrolet, at that time, still
intended to release the 140hp engine with A/C and
AIR for 1967 production. The 140hp engine must
have been killed at the last moment. What was
happening here?
In order to reduce unburned hydrocarbons,
both the 95hp and 110hp AIR engines used open
chamber heads that reduced the socalled endgas
(that is high in unburned hydrocarbon particles)
present in the squishchamber heads. So it’s logical
to assume that the same type of openchamber head
would be required for the 140hp AIR engines too.
And an openchambered head was developed for the
140hp engine too (as shown in Bob Kirkman’s
Cylinder Head article in the CORSA Tech Guide). But
this head apparently was never put into production,
possibly because of poor detonation control, but more
likely because emissions control just didn’t require it.
Apparently, the 140hp squish heads allowed
sufficient emissions control along with the AIR
system. All known 140hp engine production, for all
years, was done using the 1965type of squish
chambered head and not the openchambered head.
So, why was the 140 hp engine discontinued

for 1967? It was reported that it was because of low
demand. Maybe so. But more likely there were major
cooling problems with the combination of A/C and
AIR with this engine. An insurmountable cooling
problem most likely was the cause, and no redesign
effort was authorized.
Finally, we know that the 140hp engine
production was reinstated for 1967 production a few
months after being discontinued. This was due to Don
Yenko’s efforts and his intended racing applications.
Remember, Don’s father owned the Chevrolet
dealership in Canonsburg, PA. Remember, too, that
Chevrolet was promoting Don’s Stinger program and
activities (per Donna Mae Mims). Maybe, just maybe,
there was an agreement there to reinstate the 140hp
engine with the specific stipulation that no A/C option
would be available. A/C wasn’t needed for racing
anyhow. After reinstatement in February 1967,
availability was via special order (a COPO) only. And
no A/C was available (although A/C was previously
available on the 140hp engine without AIR in 1966).
We do know that three 1967 140s were delivered to
California with the AIR option, which was a
mandatory requirement for 1967.
196869
The air conditioning option was discontinued
for all Corvair engines for 196869 due to the cooling
problems that surfaced during the 1966 tests
previously mentioned. The 95hp and 110hp engines
continued on as in 196667 with the AIR system being
a mandatory requirement. Production of the 140hp
engine with AIR continued for both 1968 and 1969
using the squishchambered heads. So we know this
combination performed and cooled satisfactorily.
Conclusions
It appears that the Corvair was scheduled for
termination at the end of the 1966 production run.
And the decision to continue production for 1967
caught Chevrolet engineering offguard in the design
and testing of the combination of the A/C option along
with the new AIR requirement. This must have forced
a “rushed” decision to dump the 140hp engine for
1967 due to its likely overheating with both options.
The openchambered heads were not
required on the 140hp engine as was done for the
other two engines. This was probably because the
squishchambered heads were able to meet emission
requirements so no change was needed. Also there is
the high probability is that there were just
insurmountable cooling problems with either type of

heads (open chamber or squish) when both AIR and
A/C were installed on the 140hp engine. And since
AIR was to become a mandatory item starting in
1968, the A/C had to go.
It would appear that the cancellation of the
140hp engine for 1967 was based on cooling
problems when both the AIR and A/C were on the
same engine. Don Yenko was able to get the 140hp
engine reinstated with the understanding that the A/C
option was not available, but these 140hp engines
were available with AIR as a California option.

Don't forget to visit the
Vegas Vairs Web Page:
www.corvair.org/chapters/chapter891
Find galleries of past events
and back issues of
Vegas Vairs Vision there!
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Club
Corsa
Clark's Corvair Parts
Bonneville Corvair Club
Cactus Corvair Club
Corvairs of New Mexico
Corsa West of Los Angeles
Rocky Mountain Corsa
San Francisco Bay Area
South Coast Corsa
Queens City Corsa
Corvanatics
North Texas Corvair Association
Group Corvair
New Jersey Assn. of Corvair Enth.
Green County Corvair Group
Classic Corvairs of River City

Address
PO Box 607
PO Box 400  Mohawk Trail
9903 Albury Rd.
PO Box 11701
1112 Westerfield NE
PO Box 950023
PO Box 27058
PO Box 422
2110 Artesia Bl, #B257
682 Carson Rd.
2736 Sherwood Dr.
PO Box 170796
12710 Lode St
PO Box 631
4250 S. Oswego
9801 Beachwood Dr.

City
Lemont
Shelburne Falls
Sandy
Phoenix
Albuquerque
Mission Hills
Denver
Orinda
Redondo Beach
York
Navarre
Irving
Bowe
Ridgewood
Tulsa
Orangevale

ST
IL
MA
UT
AZ
NM
CA
CO
CA
CA
SC
FL
TX
MD
NJ
OK
CA

Zip
60439
01370
84092
85061
87112
91395
80227
95055
90278
29745
32566
75017
20720
07451
74135
95662

For Sale:

1964 corvair convertible. Automatic transmission,
manual top. This car needs a lot of TLC. The upholstery is
nearly all gone, the fabric of the top is completely gone but
the body is straight. Unfortunately, this car was exposed to
the elements a few years so front floor pans and some
rocker panel repairs are needed. It has an engine, don't
know if it runs, plus it came to me with three other corvair
engines that I don't know whether they can fire up. I bought
it to save it from the crusher. If you are interested, make me
an offer, I hope it is close to what I gave for it but I am
Flexible. Vic Howard 9287686062

BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE
THE CLASSIC CORVAIR. A technical maintenance and
upgrade manual. 300 pp. $35+$5 S&H.
CORVAIR SECRETS. Little known design and operational
facts. 130 pp. $20+$4 S&H.
HOW TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR
ROCHESTER CARBURETORS. 90 pp.
Comprehensive carburetor information. $15+$3 S&H.
Check or MO to:
Bob Helt
3016 Pearl Harbor Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89117

After 18 years in the Corvair
repair business I have moved
to Las Vegas and am now
doing work out of my shop at
home. I do excellent work at
a fair price... brakes
suspension, engine, clutch...
most mechanical and
electrical work.

CARS ARE KEPT
INSIDE AND WELL
CARED FOR!
CALL MARTY KATZ at
3037829

for an estimate or to make an
appointment

1965 Corsa Ash Tray: You would think this would be
easier to find. Michael Cassera 7024804404

Upcoming Events:
January 10
Club Meeting : 6:30pm, Denny's

January 19
Meineke Car Care "Friday Cruise Night"
9555 W.Tropicana/Ft. Apache 6pm9pm
February 34
9th Annual Rock & Roll Classic Car Show
Quartzsite, AZ
April 21st
"Henderson Days Springsational Car Show 2007"
Downtown Henderson, Nevada
May 46
Capital City Vair Fair
Sacramento, CA
June 1st3rd
"Vegas Cruise 2007" at Fremont Street Experience,
Downtown Las Vegas, Nevada
Pre1972 Classics  150 Limit

If you have items for sale or items you are looking for and would
like to have them posted in the newsletter, contact me at
michael@cassera.net or at the following address:

EXPERT
CORVAIR REPAIR

Wanted:

Michael Cassera,
Editor Vision
8119 Defiance Ave
Las Vegas, NV 89129

September 20th23rd
"Super Run 2007" A Classic Car Experience
Downtown Henderson, Nevada

2006 Toy Run!

December Meeting Minutes
Recorded by Jack Cornwell

Attendees: Paul and Vickie Bernardo, Danie
Cassera, Jack & Janet Cornwell, Warren & Elaine
Halvorson, Bob & Delores Helt, Vic & Ingrid
Howard, Marty Katz, Ernest P. McKinney, Arlon &
Suzan Sibert, Howard Stoner, Dan Ward, Steve &
Sallie Wentworth. Visitor/ Guests: Mike Rice '66
Corsa coupe, Jon Hansen, '63 Monza coupe and
Rebecca Ward '63 Monza convertible.
7 PM President Vic Howard called the meeting to
order and asked for the treasures report. Ingrid
Howard, reported, all bills paid and after our great fall
picnic we have $139.44 in our account, this does not
include todays 50/50 drawing.
Arlon Sibert reminded us of our involvement with the
Christmas Toy Run Saturday, 11 AM, 16 December
meeting at the parking lot of 'Charlies Hold'em Casino
in Henderson. There will be several local car
clubs involved with this enjoyable and worthy cause.
Vic informed us of the following upcoming events,
Special invite ($36.00)as a Car Club to the Gold
Coast Casino to see the floor show ,'Forever Plaid'.
Also a Classic Car show to be held in Quartzite,
Arizona 34 February '07. Registration fee is $20.00
(see the flyer in this newsletter).
The '07 Corvair Gathering in Mesquite, NV, has been
cancelled, due to no facility being available for the
function. They will be having a picnic in Salt Lake
City, date to be announced later.
The Classic Corvairs of River City are having a
Corvair and Camaro car show which will be held at
the Lions Gate Hotel and Conference Center in
Sacramento, CA, 46 May 2007.
Bob Helt reported that he is still exchanging
newsletters from 15 other clubs but not many clubs
are reporting any Corvair Teccnical information, but
he feels that this still beneficial for our club as well as
the others clubs involved.
Just before Thanksgiving, Bob attended the Prescott,
Arizona Corvair car club meeting, held at the home of
Michael Cherry. He had a wonderful time and enjoyed
the friendship and hospitality of the club members.
Bob asked our members if they would like to meet
with the Prescott Corvair Club. Our members liked
the idea.
Bob said that he would inquire to see if the Prescott

club would like to meet with us in Kingman, Arizona at
the Route 66 Museum, and that he would report on
this at a future meeting.
Jack Cornwell, told the members what a great time he
and Janet had while attending the Great Western Fan
Belt
Toss
and
Swap
Meet.
He
was
pleasantly surprised with the number of 'younger
people' getting involved with the Corvair automobile.
The parking lot was overflowing with beautiful
Corvairs. There was lots of great deals on used parts
and the vendors that were in attendance had their
products professionally displayed and lots of people
to assist you with answers to your questions and
purchases.
The San Diego Corvair Club raffled a '64 Corvair
Spyder that was won by a young college student.
That was news that brought a smile to everybody's
face, even the folks that wanted to win it. Remember,
your losing raffle ticket makes for a great souvenir
and the money goes for a good cause. One other
note on the GWFBT, the entrance fee was $0.00,
this event was put on by the San Diego Corvair Club
and they chose to not charge an entrance fee. I heard
a lot of conversation on this subject and it was all
positive. I personally would like to thank their Club for
that and the professional job they did in putting on
this event. I talked to people who came to the event
for the first time who either didn't currently own a
Corvair but had owned or been associated with
them before. They stopped by to see all the nice cars
and enjoy the weather and visiting with the owners
and other people in attendance. That in itself can
help with keeping the Corvair automobiles on the
road and our clubs active.
Door Prizes and the 50/50 Drawing: Winners,
Jack Cornwell harware caddy
Ingrid Howard box of candy
Bob Helt
wash mitt
Susan Sibert
carpet freshener
Steve Wentworth car duster
Ernie McKinney upholstery wipes
Suzan Sibert
50/50 drawing $28.50
Vic wanted to remind the members of the next
meeting: 10 January '07 and not to forget the
upcoming elections for club official positions.
Vic thanked our members and guests for attending
and wished them all a Merry Christmas and to have a
safe and prosperous New Year.
Meeting adjourned.
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Continued next Month

From the Editor
Michael Cassera

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!
Hard to believe another year gone by. They're getting
faster and faster! So, what's on the agenda for 2007.
I know I have plans! Plans for the house, plans with
Danielle, plans for the Corvair.
I think this may be the year I get the speedometer in!
No kidding. I've had it for 3 plus years now, its time to
get installed. It is one of those projects that always
ends up on the bottom of the list. The main reason is
that the car runs fine without it. The other is the fear
factor. I tried to change it out 3 years ago, but
discovered that I would need to remove the steering
wheel to do it. I've never pulled off a steering wheel
before so there is some trepidation about doing it.
That's not to say that I skipped other projects
because I've never done them before. I had to
change my motor mounts, run a return fuel line,
change the float on the carb. All first time projects for
me, all great successes! So what's with the steering
wheel?

So there you have it. My fear of removing the
steering wheel from column. I know I will eventually
get passed it. First I have to check the pressure
retard, install the Safeguard unit, install the spoiler,
get new fuzzies, change the windshield, find the oil
leak, change the plugs, replace the coil, etc, etc,
etc,.....
Good Driving.
Michael

I think it goes back to my '69 Chevelle I had when I
was a kid. I purchased it from my brother. When he
got it, it had a perfectly good stock steering wheel. Its
major flaw? The wheel was molded plastic green and
very large.
My brother pulled off the stock wheel and installed a
10” chrome wheel. The wheel looked great, there
was only one problem. In the process of removing
the old wheel, he sheered the 3 screws that secured
it to the column plate.
When I purchased the car from him, it still had the
chrome steering wheel, but the only way it was
secured was with the center bolt and nut. For the
most part, it wasn't a problem except when I was
parallel parking or pulling out into traffic.
In those instances I would have to make a dry left
turn. When I made the dry left turn, chances were
that I would loosen the nut holding the steering wheel
and it would spin free. This always happened at the
worst time. For as long as I had that car there was a
3/4” box end wrench sitting next to the driver's seat on
the floor for quick access to resecure the steering
wheel to the column.

2007 Las Vegas Cruisin' Association,

"Cruise Nights" & "Car Show Schedule"
January 19, February 16, March 16, April 20,
May 18, June 15, July 20, August 17,
September 21, October 19, November 16,
December 22

Vegas Vairs #891
PO Box 621952
Las Vegas, NV 89162

