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By: Dan Ward
It’s a great day to be alive!
With great pleasure it is my honor to publicly thank
Vic Howard for four years of service and continued
leadership of the Vegas Vairs Car Club. Thanks also
go out to Arlon Sibert for staying on as club vice
president, to Ingrid Howard continuing as club
treasurer and to Bob Helt for his leadership as a
board member and now as club secretary.
Additionally, thanks to Jack Cornwell as club
secretary, we will miss both Jack and Janet now that
they have moved to somewhere northern . “Burr….”
So congratulations to our 2007 Vegas Vairs Club
Officers: Arlon Sibert, Vice President, Bob Helt,
Secretary, and Ingrid Howard, Treasurer, yours truly
Daniel Ward, President. Here would be a good
place to provide some background on myself;
instead I would invite you to visit our web site. Mike
Cassera has done a magnificent job of maintaining it
and publishing the newsletter. Once at the website,
http://www.corvair.org/chapters/chapter891/index.htm
l, select Newsletters and then select March 2006,
The Ward Family Corvair story is detailed at length.
[Editor's note: The article is reprinted in this newsletter.]

Having not attended a meeting in two months due to
health reasons, I walked into the annual business
meeting and end up club president. Vic says I have
the personality to be President, others thought I
would do well and no one required years of Corvair
knowledge. My thanks to everyone and their offers
of advice, assistance and faith in this years club
officers to lead the Vegas Vairs Car Club. As a club I
am looking forward to building on the foundation that
has been laid and continue to build a strong and
active Vegas Vairs Car Club.
Moving forward requires looking back, during the
past few years the club has grown in membership
however, more importantly the club has grown in
relationship. This is a reflection of those who have
taken the Vision of Vegas Vairs seriously and a
desire to continue their relationship with a car that
has a personality all its own. Here I would like to ask
everyone involved with Vegas Vairs to assist me in
keeping the momentum going knowing it’s your car

club your investing time and effort in. Remember to
have fun in what we are doing and to enjoy the
friendship that comes with sharing the relationship we
have with our Corvair’s.
Speaking of having fun, Paul & Vickie Bernardo of
Logandale have offered to host the spring picnic. The
date is May 6th, so mark your calendar and get your
Corvair’s ready to ride. There were several other rides
mentioned during the meeting and I would like to ask
that those who suggest these outings take the
opportunity to make them happen. Call other
members of the club during the month to check on
times to meet outside of our monthly club meeting. If
you’re planning to go out to lunch on a Sunday and it’s
a nice day call someone nearby if possible and ask to
make it a date. Let’s get those Corvair’s out on the
road.
As for ready to ride, I recently sold my running Corvair
to my daughter so I have only my nonCorvair cars to
use in the mean time. Maybe I can borrow my
daughters’ car? What is that bumper sticker say, ”Live
long enough to be a burden to your children”? When
my new garage is finished I will be returning to work
on the 63 Vert that is nearing completion. We just
passed the rough electrical inspection, next is rough
plumbing (Yes there is a full bath in the garage) then
rough framing then I can start siding.
Until our next meeting stay safe, email, call or write me
anytime to talk about Corvairs, club business or
anything else you’d like.
Dan Ward

CORVAIR FAN BELTS
By Bob Helt
I know! I know! We have covered this topic a
hundred times. But let’s do it just once more, Okay?
Someone reading this may be new to Corvairs, or
may have just forgotten all this stuff.
The main thing to remember is that Corvair
fan belts are exactly 3/8 inches wide. This is per the
Chevrolet design specifications. Some people (read
this as some auto parts houses) are selling fan belts
that are 7/16 inches wide as the correct belt to use.
And it might seem logical to think that a slightly wider
belt would be more durable and provide better
service. But this would be wrong for several reasons.
Here’s why. These belts are called “V” belts
because that is their crosssectional shape and they
are designed to fit into pulleys that have a similar “V”
groove. It’s a way of matching the belt shape to the
pulley groove for best contact and load transference.
Thus, all the Corvair pulleys are designed for a 3/8"
wide belt. So a wider belt will sit up higher in the
pulley grooves and provide less contact surface thus
having a lower load carrying capability. In addition,
since the wider belt will not fit into the pulley groove
correctly it means wider belts are not “down in the
grooves” and can be more easily thrown. Also, just
the dynamic forces of spirited driving can cause
these wider belts to be thrown or even chewed up
from improper groove contact despite being properly
tensioned.
Since these wider belts sit up higher in the
pulley grooves, a normal 56inch length belt will be
too short and not fit properly. Wider belts will have to
be longer than 56" to fit correctly. This may be a “tip
off” to having an incorrect belt.
While it is certainly desirable to buy your fan
belts from a Corvair vendor who will always know
what you need and have the correct parts available,
reality dictates there may be some occasional trips to
the local auto parts store. Therefore, you should be
aware of the two different fan belt identification
systems.
The first fan belt identification system uses a
number, for example, like 13557. The first two digits
(13) identify the belt width in 32nds of an inch. Thus,
this would be a 0.406" wide belt. A 12557 belt would
be more correct (0.38" wide), but 0.406" is pretty
close. In fact, this may be as close as you will be

able to get. The second two digits (55) identify the belt
length in inches, with the last digit showing the
fractional length in tenths of an inch. Therefore, a
13557 belt would be 0.406 inches wide and 55.7
inches in length. This size belt will fit and work just
fine.
Gates uses a system with numbers like
3VX560 for the correct Corvair belt. Here, 3V is their
product identifier and X indicates a correct 3/8" width.
560 is again, the length in inches and tenths of an
inch. Don’t use a 3V560 belt because it’s wider and
will appear to be too short. You need a 3VX belt.
So the correct belt will be designated either
13557 or 3VX560. The difference in length stems from
Chevrolet’s own use of their belt specification. The
original specification says that the pitch length is 55.7
inches, but in later documents they have just
shortened this nomenclature to 56 inches. So either
and both are correct. Other possible designations
might be 13560 and 12560. Primarily, just be sure
yours is a 3/8" wide belt, or as close to this as you can
get. Just avoid any belt having a 15 prefix, such as a
15595 belt. This will be much too wide and sit so high
up in the pulley grooves that it will have to be much
longer than stock to be able to fit.
There is one final consideration. If you are
using an alternator on any Corvair engine (like an
alternator on an early model engine), be sure to also
use the correct adapter (sometimes called an
alternator/oil filter adapter). Don’t use a generator
adapter with an alternator even though it will bolt up!
This is because the belt alignment will be wrong and it
will cause thrown fan belts. Always use an alternator
adapter with and alternator and a generator adapter
with a generator.
By the way, once a fan belt filps, rolls over, or
is thrown, some internal cords are usually broken and
it is unlikely to stay on if it is reinstalled.

Don't forget to visit the
Vegas Vairs Web Page:
www.corvair.org/chapters/chapter891

A Note from Parting President
Vic Howard
Whew! What a feeling! We have a new younger
President that will make this club even better then it is
today. I really appreciate the support and friendships
all the members of the club gave me during my time
as president. Four years went by so fast but they tend
to do that as you get older. I plan to continue my
activity and support as a member of this fine club and
will assist Dan any way I can to make sure he is
comfortable in his leadership role. He has offered his
support and ideas during the past few years that was
of great help to me and our membership.
I sure tried to make each member and guest
comfortable and welcome.
Thank you for allowing me to do what I do best,
TALK!
Vic Howard
(past president and now ordinary member)

Auto Repair: How Can They
Screw Up An Oil Change?
by: Theodore Olson

“It’s all about beating the clock.” This quote
comes from a wise old service manager, advising me
on how to maximize my income as a flatrate
technician. If you have ever wondered why your car
doesn’t get fixed correctly, or all your concerns
weren’t addressed, you can blame, in part, the flat
rate pay structure.
Flatrate simply means that your mechanic is
paid a flat fee for a particular repair, regardless of
how long the repair actually takes. In other words, if
your car needs a water pump, which pays two hours
of labor, and the mechanic completes the job in one
hour, he gets paid for two.
In theory, this can work to your advantage. If
the job takes longer, you still only pay the
“predetermined” labor amount. In THEORY, not
reality!
The flatrate pay structure is designed to drive
productivity. It’s very effective. The flatrate pay
system encourages technicians to work hard and fast,
but it does not promote quality.
In terms of getting your car fixed correctly, the
flatrate pay structure has disastrous effects. Flatrate
technicians are constantly looking for shortcuts to

beat the clock in order to maximize the number of
hours they bill. Experienced flatrate technicians can
bill anywhere from 16 to 50 hours in an 8 hour day.
It’s these shortcuts and the breakneck speed
at which flat rate technicians work that result in some
of the most idiotic mistakes. In the rapidfire pace of a
shop I’ve witnessed technicians start engines with no
oil. I’ve seen transmissions dropped, smashing into
little pieces onto the shop floor. And I’ve seen cars
driven right through bay doors—all in the name of
“beating the clock.”
Flatrate technicians can get quite elaborate
with shortcuts. My favorite was the implementation of
an 6footlong 2by4, which was placed under the
engine for support while a motor mount was removed.
It made a job predetermined to take 1.5 hours
achievable in twenty minutes. A winwin, right? The
technician makes extra money; you get your car back
faster.
Actually, in many cases the placement of this
2by4 damaged the oil pan. Moreover, it caused the
car, your car, to balance precariously 6 feet in the air,
while the technician manipulated the car lift to access
your engine mount.
This tactic was abruptly discontinued when a
technician’s 2by4 snapped causing the car to crash
nose down onto the concrete floor.
Sometimes the shortcuts create very subtle
disturbances, which create problems overtime. A
quick example: a vehicle had its transmission
serviced with a new filter, gasket, and fluid. During the
procedure, the technician was able to save time by
bending the transmission dipstick tube slightly, in
order to get the transmission pan out faster. The
vehicle was reassembled, and the technician rebent
the tube back into place and off it went—no worries
Six months later, the vehicle returned with an
intermittent misfire. The engine wasn’t running on all
cylinders. After extensive diagnostics, it was
discovered that the transmission dipstick tube had
chaffed through the engine harness, intermittently
grounding out an injector. Hmm, that’s strange. Don’t
usually see that.
The highspeed environment and the
subsequent shortcuts illustrate the devastating effects
of the flatrate, salesdriven pay structure on the
quality of car repairs.
No wonder even an oil change gets screwed
up!
The poor quality of work encouraged by the
flat rate pay structure is disconcerting enough.
Unfortunately, it doesn’t stop here. The negative
effects of flatrate get exponentially worse, as it opens
"wide" the door to rip you off!

Dan & Candie's Corvairs
Dan Ward
(Reprint from March 2006 Vision Newsletter)

A couple of years ago my wife and I thought it might
be a good idea to find a car for our young son Daniel,
so he could learn about basic car maintenance
principles and have a classic car to drive one day.
We had assisted his two older sisters in acquiring and
maintaining their less than new cars when they
became older teenagers, so it was his turn. Then
Grandpa steps into the
picture and say she's got
just the thing, an old
61Chevy, sitting on the
other end of his property for
the last 34 years. (See the
photo with our son standing
next to the 61 Coupe).
We were ecstatic, a 61
Chevy. We made plans to
travel to California to pick
up the car and bring it back
to Las Vegas. What we
didn't know (understand); it
was a 1961 Monza 900
coupe whose drive train had
been living in a dune buggy
for the past 15 years and
had been left to sit, altered
and
exposed
to
the
elements. It was also an
engine we were unfamiliar
with. Grandpa put it on his
car hauler then brought it to
Las Vegas and we began
work.
We hit the internet running
and found the Corvair
Society of America, then
moved onto vendors and
eventually Vegas Vairs. We
joined the Society, ordered
catalogs, and found out
about car clubs. We started
doing the math on how
much it would cost to restore the 61 Corvair, then the
day came when our first Corsa Communique arrived,
I remember it well, it sounded something like this
“honey, I want one of these”! There was an early
model maroon convertible on the cover, it was
beautiful.

Switching gears, we went from restoration to
purchasing and found a 1962 red convertible with a
white top and black interior for sale in Tacoma WA.
After many calls, emails with photos and some advice
from one of many of our many future friends Marty
Katz, we determined to chance a drive with a trailer to
Washington State and purchase a car if everything
was right. Well we own that car today; along with a
small store of additional parts we were given. That's
the red car with Candie up at Mt. Charleston and in
our driveway with the 62CVAIR
license plate. It now has a new
engine, but more on that later.
My wife and I took possession of
the 62 Vert as we now call it, and
my son still desiring a car of his
own. We followed up on a car
that Marty referred us to; a newly
painted, almost restored 1963
convertible that was black on
black. We purchased the car and
after many hours and dollars later
we neared completion (see
photo), and then moved. The
new house not only had a
garage, which our current home
didn't have as our cars are only
seen in the driveway, but it was
over a 1/3rd of an acre with room
for a workshop. So the work on
the 63 Vert slowed (stopped)
while we worked on our newly
acquired home.
We are building a 700 square
foot garage, tall enough for an
interior car lift and an addition to
the house. The motor we had
rebuilt for the 63 convertible has
taken up residence in the 62,
since it has blown the rings and
the new engine was just sitting
any way. The 61 Coupe has been
a possible source for parts but
because it is of sentimental value
it will eventually be restored. We
have thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated the
friendship and knowledge of our new friends in the
Corsa Community, especially those within our new
group of friends, the Vegas Vairs. Many thanks to
those within our small circle off friends and those of
Virtual Vairs.

For Sale:

Vintage American Racing Wheels Circa 1970
Four beautifully preserved American Racing Vector
wheels (14” x 7”) 4 3/4”x 5 GM bolt pattern from my
1967 Corvair show car. These wheels were proudly
used on many Chevy and GM marquees from that
period such as Chevelles, Novas, Camaros and Olds.
All chrome hardware and center caps included. No
disappointments. A true 1970's classic style wheel
survivor for the enthusiast. Contact me for digital
pics, prices, shipping and any other details/questions.
Trades considered for mint vintage “correct” luggage
rack or vintage AM/FM “correct” radio.
Bruce M. Levitch
4807861767 / Sunny Gilbert Arizona
BOOKS AVAILABLE
THE CLASSIC CORVAIR. A technical maintenance
and upgrade manual. 300 pp. $35+$5 S&H.
CORVAIR SECRETS. Little known design and
operational facts. 130 pp. $25+$4 S&H.
HOW TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR
ROCHESTER CARBURETORS.
Comprehensive
carburetor information. 90 pp. $20+$3 S&H.
Check or MO to:
Bob Helt
3016 Pearl Harbor Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89117

EXPERT
CORVAIR REPAIR
After 18 years in the Corvair
repair business I have moved
to Las Vegas and am now
doing work out of my shop at
home. I do excellent work at
a fair price... brakes
suspension, engine, clutch...
most mechanical and
electrical work.

CARS ARE KEPT
INSIDE AND WELL
CARED FOR!
CALL MARTY KATZ at
3037829

for an estimate or to make an
appointment

Wanted:

1965 Corsa Ash Tray: You would think this would be
easier to find. Michael Cassera 7024804404

Upcoming Events:

March 10th
"Saturday Grand Opening Car Show" Anthem
Highland Shopping Center 12 noon 4pm
Bicentennial Parkway & Sun City Anthem Drive,
Henderson, NV 89044 (702) 6430000
March 14th
Club meeting at Denny's. 6:30pm
March 16th
Hot Rod Grille "Friday Cruise Night" 1231 American
Pacific Dr. 6pm9pm (702) 5675659
March 24th
McDonalds in Boulder City "Saturday Get
Together" 10am  1pm 1237 Nevada Highway,
Boulder City, NV All Years, Makes & Models
(702) 2940642
April 11th
Club meeting at Denny's. 6:30pm
April 21st
"Henderson Days Springsational Car Show 2007"
Downtown Henderson, Nevada

If you have items for sale
or items you are looking
for and would like to have
them posted in the
newsletter, contact me at
michael@cassera.net or
at the following address:
Michael Cassera,
Editor Vision
8119 Defiance Ave
Las Vegas, NV 89129

Yungas Road
(The Road of Death)

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The North Yungas Road (also Grove's Road, Coroico
Road, Camino de las Yungas, El Camino de la
Muerte, Road of Death, and Death Road) is a 38 to
43 mile road (depending on source) leading from La
Paz to Coroico, 35 miles (56 km) northeast of La Paz
in the Yungas region of Bolivia. It is legendary for its
extreme danger and in 1995 the InterAmerican
Development Bank christened it as the "world's most
dangerous road". One estimate is that 200300
travellers are killed yearly along the road. The road
moreover includes Christian crosses marking many of
the spots where such vehicles have fallen. Upon
leaving La Paz, the road first ascends up to around
5km, before descending to 1079 ft (330 m),
transitioning quickly from cool altiplano terrain to rain
forest as it winds through very steep hillsides and
atop cliffs.
The road was built in the 1930s during the Chaco War
by Paraguayan prisoners. It is one of the few routes
that connects the Amazon rainforest region of
northern Bolivia, or Yungas, to its capital city.
However, an alternative, much safer, road connecting
La Paz to Coroico is nearing completion.
Because of the extreme dropoffs, singlelane width,
and lack of guardrails, the road is extremely
dangerous. Further still, rain and fog can make
visibility precarious, the road surface muddy, and
loosen rocks from the hillsides above. On July 24,
1983, a bus veered off the Yungas Road and into a
canyon, killing more than 100 passengers in what is
said to be Bolivia's worst road accident. One of the
local road rules specifies that the downhill driver
never has the right of way and must move to the outer

edge of the road. This forces fast vehicles to stop so
that passing can be negotiated safely. The danger of
the road ironically though has made it a popular
tourist destination starting in the 1990s. Mountain
biker enthusiasts, in particular, have made it a favorite
destination for downhill biking.

February Meeting Minutes
Recorded by Suzan Sibert

Attendees: Paul & Vickie Bernardo, Warren &
Elaine Halvorson, Bob Helt, Marty & Bertha Katz,
Arlon & Suzan Sibert, Howard Stoner, Dan Ward,
Sallie & Steve Wentworth and James & Nora Zale.
Arlon called the business meeting to order at 7:15pm.
The slate of new officers were as follows:
Dan Ward, President
Arlon Sibert, Vice President
Bob Helt, Secretary
Ingrid Howard, Treasurer
Warren Halvorson made a motion we accept the
slate, Paul Bernardo seconded the motion...a vote
was taken and passed.
Howard mentioned what a great job on the
newsletter. Thanks to Michael & Danie for a good
job again. Arlon mentioned what a great article by
Bob Helt on 19611969 Corvair Thermostats.
The raffle winners were Dan, Bob, Paul, Nora and
Sally (a couple valentine gifts were in the raffle
prizes). Paul won the 50/50 at $17.50.
Dan and Paul will bring the raffle items for March
meeting.
Paul mentioned that in the Overton area there are
two Corvairs for sale and spare motor (140?) all for
$1,000.00. Paul has a complete 140 dash for sale for
$100.00. Paul now has a Model A 1929 Roadster.
He needs parts.
At 7:30 p.m. Dan thanked everyone for voting him in
as president.
Dan would like ideas for upcoming events and a

vision for the club's future. A picnic was suggested
for April or May. A May 6th date was decided at the
home Paul & Vickie Bernardo in Logandale just 10
miles from Valley of Fire. Paul mentioned Gil and
Sharon Miller would be able to attend being close to
their home. Gil has been having some health
concerns. It was mentioned we would meet at 10
a.m. on Sunday May 6th at the truck stop near the
Speedway as in the past to travel, to Logandale.

Dan and other members would like to do things with
the "Cruisin' Association" in the future. Day trips
were also mentioned.
Warren suggested a day trip to the Kingman area.
Jack & Jan, Warren and Elaine hoped to make the
trip to a Route 66 area and never got to do it! We all
wish Jack and Jan good luck in their new home in
Minnesota!!
Bring your ideas to the March meeting.
Dan and Bob suggested that Mike put a questionaire
in the March newsletters so members could put their
ideas in writing and bring them to the next meeting.
Howard asked if we could get a current list of Corsa
members in the Las Vegas area to see if some would
want to become active in our group. Dan says he
has that list.
Suzan said she would put a notice of our meeting in
the Review Journal for a couple of months to try to
get new members. Sallie had done that in the past.
Dan would like to have a meeting at his home in his
new garage area in the future. Construction is
underway. Dan says he is feeling better and hopes
to return to work soon.
Great to see Paul & Vickie and James & Nora at our
meeting. Great service, good food and alots of
chatting!
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Acting Secretary, Suzan Sibert

Sci Analysis Ed Cole's Corvair (part 5)

Continued next Month

From the Editor
Michael Cassera

Oscar the Grouch stares at me when I drive my Jeep.
That seems like a pretty absurd statement, but its
true. I should probably explain.
Oscar has been on or around the
dashboard of my various cars
since I started driving. He sat on
the dashboard of my '69 Chevelle
when I was in high school. He
moved to the rear view mirror of
my '78 Rabbit when I was in
Community College.
He then
parked himself on my '88 Ram50
pickup when I went to Syracuse
University and finally he made a
home
for
himself
on
the
dashboard of my '95 Jeep after I moved here to Las
Vegas. He's been sitting there for the past 13 years.
Why has Oscar been following me around since I
started driving in 1985? Interestingly enough it all
started with a Corvair.
My Dad bought his first new car in 1965. It was a '65
Corvair Monza 140. Being an engineer I suspect he
was attracted to the unique engineering of the
Corvair. It didn't hurt that it is also a great looking car.
He got it in madeira maroon. The chrome trim
sparkled in contrast to the dark color.
In 1967 he took it to Connecticut and John Fitch's
garage where he got the 15HP upgrade, a Lucas
Flamethrower driving light, shorter steering arms and
the steering damper.

Uncle) Oscar did not move into the new car. Instead
he parked himself on the sill of the kitchen window
where he stayed for many years. I was still pretty
young, but I kept my eye on Oscar.
When I turned 17 and passed my
driver's test, Oscar immediately moved
of the window sill and into the Chevelle.
He's been driving with me ever since.
Mom and Dad are coming out to visit
late spring. My Corvair is almost to the
point of really being drivable. Every
time I fix something, something new
breaks. I replaced the Pressure Retard
Unit last week and on the test drive, the
harmonic balancer started vibrating
badly. Its seems to have become loose.
Something new to fix, but I'm getting
close.
My dad has driven my Corvair before, back in 2004.
Back then, the clutch was broken, the car was leaking
gas and oil badly and was simply not drivable.
This time around I want it to be ready for a real drive.
You can bet when the time comes, Oscar will be
joining us for that drive. There's something about
Oscar going full circle that makes me smile. I hope it
makes dad smile too.
Keep on Drivin'
Mike

I was born in 1968 and shortly after started camping.
Dad would fill up the trunk and floor boards of the
back seat with camping gear and off we would go.
There were many great family treks in the Corvair.
I'm not sure when it happened, but Oscar made an
appearance on the dashboard of my dad's Monza
when I was a kid. There he lived the entire time dad
had the car. He is a plastic/rubber finger puppet. On
particularly long trips, I remember dad taking him off
the dashboard and I would play with him as we
traveled to wherever the next family vacation was
taking us, or on the way home from some trip.
When dad got rid of the Corvair (He gave it to my
Uncle) and got the Vega (He bought it from another

Mom and the Corvair  1965
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