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Club Information:
VEGAS VAIRS, CHAPTER 891 OF CORSA
MEETS AT 7:00 P.M., THE 2ND WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT:
DENNY’S RESTAURANT
3081 S. MARYLAND PARKWAY
LAS VEGAS, NV 89109 (734-1295)

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!!!!!
COME EARLY TO MEET AND GREET!!
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $20 FOR ALL MEMBERS AND ARE DUE BY FEBRUARY 1ST OF EACH YEAR.
THEY MAY BE PAID AT THE MONTHLY MEETING OR MAILED TO:
VEGAS VAIRS
P.O. BOX 621925
LAS VEGAS, NV. 89162-1925

WEBSITE: www.vegasvairs.com

OFFICERS:

BOARD MEMBERS:

MIKE WADE, PRESIDENT

BOB HELT

KEVIN BRITT, VICE PRESIDENT

PAUL BERNARDO

INGRID HOWARD, SECRETARY/ TREASURER

VIC HOWARD
CHUCK HANSON

ADVERTISING IN VEGAS VAIRS VISION:
FREE TO CLUB MEMBERS, $25 PER YR. FOR BUSINESSES AND NON-MEMBERS.
PLEASE submit articles, ads, photos, etc. to the editor via email if possible.
Email: REIDMIER@RAMENT.NET
Or by snail mail to:
REID MIERMASTER
448 E. TELEGRAPH ST, LOT 105
WASHINGTON, UT 84780
(913) 579-4521 or (816) 331-6945
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Meeting Minutes:
~ CORSA Chapter #891 Vegas Vairs ~
VEGAS VAIRS CLUB MEETING - SEPTEMBER 13, 2017
The meeting was called to order by President Mike Wade at 7:07 pm. Members in attendance were Vic and Ingrid Howard,
Howard Stoner, Chuck Hanson, Kevin Britt, Suzan and Arlon Sibert, Bob Helt, Marty Katz, Jerry Chocek, Stephen Hendricks,
Harry Ransom, Paul and Vicki Bernardo, Mike Wade and he welcomed guests, including Stephen Weinger who plans to join
the club.

The Treasurer, Ingrid Howard reported the checking balance of $551.41 after paying the annual U.S. Post Office for our box
and annual fee to the Nevada Secretary of State.
Mike had much praise for our newsletter and Chuck Hanson will be talking to Reid, the editor, to discuss which issues will be
sent to Corsa as entries in the annual competition for best newsletters by member clubs.
A suggestion was made to have meetings at car events to inspire more member participation and the Mesquite car show was
an example as a potential meeting in the future.
Bob Helt has composed an offer to submit to the Corsa Communique inviting out of town visitors from around the country to
possibly time their visits to Las Vegas and attend one of our meetings. He also asked for names of volunteers who might pick up
visitors from their hotel to bring to the meeting. Several members offered to do this and Bob will insert Mike Wades name and
phone number to put in the article. Mike will then contact members to find transportation for the visitors as needed.
A discussion took place regarding "Coffee & Cars" each Sunday morning is now held at 7:00 to 10:00 AM at a location south of I
-215 on Eastern. A few of our members attend regularly and enjoy .
Harry Ransom gave an update of upcoming car shows and events:
Sept 21-24 The Super Run Car Show held in Mesquite with more information available at SuperRun.com and several others that
will be published in the next newsletter. Also the Fanbelt Toss in Palm Springs the weekend of October 20th to 22nd. Several
members plan to attend. An email was sent to Mike from Las Vegas Grand Prix he will get more info on that event.
New Business: A Fall picnic was discussed and will be brought up in the October meeting
Bob Helt brought up the members attending various events should take photos and submit a short article to Reid for material
in the newsletters.
It was brought up that perhaps the club should suspend the July and August meetings in the future because of the summer
travels that members have and the effect of attendance at those meetings. There were mixed feelings about this and no
decision was made at this time. It will be revisited next May for discussion and decision.
For Sale items:
Marty has a 79' Roadster for sale at $4500 and a 62 Monza Wagon for $4000. Paul Bernardo has two 61 wagons he intended to
make one good one from but has decided to put the pair up for sale for $3000. Please contact the sellers for more information.
The raffle was held and Ingrid Howard won the 50/50 of $28.00.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm.
Submitted by: Ingrid Howard, Secretary/Treasurer
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From the President:
Hey everybody,
I'm sitting here trying to come up with something to put in my letter from the President but all I can do is think about the 59
people that lost their lives and the over 500 injured last week. It's truly unbelievable. My kids and I were trying to go to that
concert but it was sold out. We could have been right there. So instead we went to a concert that Friday night downtown. The
exact same thing could have happened there. A large group in a small open space outside. We know at least 2 people that died
that night, and others that were there, many of them were injured physically and mentally! This tragedy will directly effected
thousands and thousands of people. My kids just had a birthday on the 4th of Oct. turning 24 and 27 I thank god every day that
they are happy, healthy and safe. I cant imagine anything ever happening to them. So lets keep in our Hearts those who were
lost and the those who were left behind.
Take Care, Mike

What a fantastic town Las Vegas is!
Lots to see and lots to do. It’s a favorite vacation spot of nearly everybody and
we get millions of visitors every year. So if you are planning a trip to Las Vegas,
don’t forget that there is also an active local Corvair club here and we welcome
all visitors both from out of state and local ones too. So plan to be here and join
us for a meeting.

The club, Vegas Vairs, meets at the Denny's restaurant, 3081 S. Maryland
Parkway, Las Vegas, 89109, East and North of the strip, every second Wednesday
of the month at 7PM. But come early, order Dinner and visit with the members.
If it is convenient for you, contact our Club President, Mike Wade 702-219-2622
or mikewade2711@yahoo.com for a pickup and ride to the club meeting.
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Events, Gatherings, Shows:
October 7 (Saturday)

October 19 - 21 (Thursday-Saturday)

Na Ko’a Ka’i Car & Bike Show

Barrett-Jackson Auction

Help Mason Saldana Beat Cancer Starts: 10am-3pm * 808 Automotive, 730 Susana Way, Henderson, NV 89011 * 98.5 Da
Shaka - live remote * Live Entertainment * Beer Garden * All
Years, Makes & Models of Vehicles Welcome * Donations $20
per vehicle * $10 Food Ticket * All Donations Welcomed * Information: (702) 564-9258 / (702) 239-7571

Mandalay Bay Resort

October 7 (Saturday)

October 21 (Saturday)

"Pahrump Car Show"
9am—4pm, Pahrump, NV presented by Top Notch Repairs,

Trunk or Treat

LLC. Live Music, 50/50 Drawing, Vendors, Food, Snacks,
Raffles, Awards & More. Car Corral entry free $30.

October 20 (Friday)
Henderson Chevy
Open House-Cruise Night - 240 N. Gibson Rd. AutoMall 6pm9pm (702) 558-2432

Antique Mall of America, S. LV Blvd. Must be there before
5:30pm

October 20 - 22 (Friday-Sunday)

October 8 (Sunday)

Great Western Fan Belt Toss

Long Beach Hi-Performance Swap Meet

Palm Springs, CA

5000 Lew Davis, Long Beach, CA 6am-1pm (800) 762-9785

October 28 ()

October 12-15 (Thursday-Sunday)

VMCCA Show & Shine

"LCCI GRAND INVITATIONAL 2017"

10:30am-3:00pm, Club Fundraiser, 9510 S. Eastern Ave.

October 14 (Saturday)

November 4 (Saturday)

The Las Vegas Cruise-In

Goldstrom’s Classic Car Show

Speed Vegas, I-15 @ Sloan 9pm-Noon * Gaudin Ford * Findlay 8am-4pm, 5375 S. Cameron St. Las Vegas NV. (702) 873-6576
Chevrolet * Barrett-Jackson Auctions & others * $2,000 Cash &
November 10 (Friday)
Prizes & more to Come * All Years, Makes & Models of Vehicles Welcome
VA Appreciation Day Car Show & BBQ

October 14 (Saturday)

10am-3pm, Veteran’s Hospital, 6900 N. Pecos Rd.

18th Annual Car & Motorcycle Show

November 11 (Saturday)

Moapa Valley Chamber of Commerce

VFW Post 3848 Car Show

October 15 (Sunday)

9am-3pm, Hoover Dam Lodge, All proceeds go to S. NV
Veteran’s home.

Pomona Swap Meet & Car Show
Pomona, CA Fairplex, Hotel & Exposition Complex. Car Parts &
Related Items Only. Reserved Space: $50, On-site Space: $60.
Vendor Spaces 20’x20’. 1985 Volkswagens, Modern Muscle $25 (All Camaros, Challengers & Mustangs) Hours: 5am-2pm,
Rain or Shine, No Refunds. General Admission $10.00 - Children 12 & under Free. Parking $10/vehicle. (714) 538-7091

November 18 (Saturday)
Veteran’s Home Car Show
8:30am-12:30pm, Boulder City Veteran’s Home

MONTHLY AUTO EVENTS (next page)
(Continued on page 6)
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Events, Gatherings, Shows (continued):
(Continued from page 5)

Mondays
Classic Cars and Hot Rods

Cars and Coffee
Saturday mornings 7:00am - 10:00am at Speed Las Vegas
14200 So LV Blvd

Celebrity Cars Car Show

7:30-9:30 AM at Chilly Jilly's, l580 Nevada Hwy, Boulder City,
Free coffee and 50% off pastry for drivers

7am - 10am, 9500 S. Eastern Ave/215E, Sansone Shopping
Center

Wednesdays

Classic Cruisers & Coffee Sundays

Breakfast Club of Automotive Enthusiasts
Las Vegas chapter meets at 7:30 AM until about 9:00 AM at
the Thunderbird Café, 9465 S. Eastern Ave (215 and Eastern).

Club Fortune Casino Breakfast Club 8:00am in Henderson -

8 am - 10 am, Boulder Station Casino Parking Garage

Donut Delinquents
7am - 8:30am, Winchell’s Donuts, 4580 E. Tropicana/Mtn.
Vista (702) 353-0465

Free breakfast 4 the first 25 hot rods. "Gotta drive em"

Henderson Donut Run

Farmer Boys

Every Saturday, 7am-9am Friendly Donuts, 806 Boulder Highway. ln Smith's Shopping Center.

5:30pm , 5955 S. Eastern, Cruise Discount (702) 262-6221

Thursdays
Car Show @ Village Square
5:30pm - 8:30pm 3rd Th/Mo - 9420 W. Sahara, (702) 625-4108

Fridays

Tucker’s Classic Auto Parts
9am - 12pm, 7685 Commercial Way, Henderson (702) 2581955

Sundays
Classic Cruisers & Coffee

Friday Night Cruise ln at DQ Orange Julius located at route Sundays, 8am - 10am Boulder Station Casino
438 N Rancho Dr.—DJ, food and drink specials

Saturdays
Atomic Motors

West End Boyz
7 am - 10 am, Rancho Dr./W. Craig Rd., Rancho Sierra Shopping Center

7am - 10am, 704 W. Sunset Rd. Suite B1, (702) 826-3811,
Snack, Free Coffee

Third Thursday of the Month

Boulder City Coffee Run

located at 9400 W. Sahara Ave. and Ft. Apache Rd from 5:30 to
8:30 with lots of antique and classic cars, local vendors and fun
free family activities. Dates for the remainder of the year: Aug.
17, Sept 21, Oct 19, Nov 16, Oct 21

7am - 9am, Every other Saturday, Boulder Dam Hotel, 1305
Arizona St.

Village Square Car Show and Art Festival

Vegas Vairs Door Magnets Still Available!
Vegas Vairs magnetic door signs are 15.00 per pair or 7.50
a piece if you want only one. 50% of the sales will go to the club with the balance
covering production costs.
Contact Mike Wade at (702) 219-2622 or mikewade2711@yahoo.com- - - - Happy motoring, Harry & Cora
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Show Reports:
Red Rocks Car Show and Mesquite Motor Mania
Report & Photos by Reid Miermaster and Chuck Hanson
I got an early start out to the Red Rocks Car show in Santa
Clara UT. This is always a great show with lots of green grass,
shade, vendors and extremely nice cars. This year, the only
Corvair in the show was Jeff Carter’s excellent 3.1 EFI Corsa. I
couldn’t find Jeff so I perused the rest of the show, took a few
pictures, tossed in a few People’s Choice award votes, and
headed out.

Since my car’s paint has started peeling, I tend to park away
from the show area. After making my way back to the Monza, I
headed over to I-15 and on down through the gorge toward
Mesquite, NV.
The Mesquite show is divided up into two separate venues. I
parked the Monza in the casino garage and made my way
across the street to the first location. I saw Cyndie Hanson on
her way across the street and followed.

The first Corvair I spotted was Dee
Zuehlsdorff and his beautiful ‘65
Corsa. He was chatting with Bob
Soliday and his wife. Bob
mentioned that he had seen Chuck
rolling in that morning and sent me
this cell phone shot. I stopped to
visit with Chuck he told me that there was another Corvair at
the other venue, so I headed over to see Art Kamm’s ‘63 Vert.
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Tech Articles & Tips:
Early Model and FC Speedometer Heads
From The Preventative Maintenance Series by Mike Dawson

cable so you can pull the
On a recent five above zero morning I was headed west on the unit out enough to get the e
clip off. Also protect your
interstate when my Greenbrier speedometer emitted a
steering column because you
screech accompanied by a vibrating needle, indicating a dry
have to rotate the panel
bushing. Within a minute the needle pegged at 80 and got
when you remove it. The
really loud. Unfortunately this is pretty typical of 50+ year
speedometers. These failures usually occur in cold weather so harness stays in the
dashboard and you must
every fall I unhook the cable from the head and spray a little
remove all the bulbs and
WD40 at the bushing, except this year l did not heed my
connectors. I think it is also
maintenance checklist and failure occurred. WD40 doesn’t
easier to remove the ignition
hang around long, but usually will prevent the problem
switch lock assembly and the
through the winter and with warm weather the bushing
bezel nut and just let the
doesn’t gall as easily. If your speedometer is gently twitching
switch with its connector
at various speeds, the problem is the cable hanging up and
releasing inside the casing. You can remove the cable from the hang from the harness. The lock is removed by inserting a
paper clip in the hole with the key in “off”. Push in on the
casing at the dashboard end with a pair of pliers. Inspect it
and lightly lube it except for the last foot going into the head. paperclip and turn the key counterclockwise and out. And of
If you have trouble getting it back in it is probably because the course it helps to have a much modified cut off 5/8” open end
wrench for the shifter cable nut (picture on next page).
casing is bad. Use a drill to move it through but do the last
three inches by hand to make sure you get it back in to the
In my case the speedometer bushing was worn very badly and
speedometer drive at the differential without damage.
with our area speedometer shop out of business it was time to
check other options. Before they closed the cost for a rebuild
was $140. The on line vintage speedometer shops I checked
do not give online quotes, they want to see what they are
dealing with and I can understand that. The only price I could
get was $150 and up. CCP offers a $136 exchange plus
shipping both ways.
The good used option
I rounded up 12 used early units, 10 car (100 mph) and two FC
(80 mph). The following is my method of rehab:

Removing the dash on FC vehicles with Powerglide is great
fun. Two very important tips in this area are: 1. Cover the
dashboard areas around the shifter and the panel cutout
area with double masking tape. 2. Create slack in the shifter

Acquire the head end (square) of a used speedometer cable
for test purposes, only as long as it takes to check a
speedometer that is still in a car. Use an electric drill (in
reverse) to check a known accurate speedometer in a similar
vehicle (you could show up at an event to find a helpful
owner). Record what the accurate speedometer reads with
the drill wide open. I used a cordless drill fully charged and
since I had both an additional FC and a ’63 coupe with
(Continued on page 9)
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Tech Articles & Tips:
Early Model and FC Speedometer Heads (Continued)
accurate speedometers, I had good number to work with for
both type of heads. The car read 40 for the 100 mph head and
the 80 mph FC read 48 (all drills will probably be different). I
then had a number to work with when checking used units. Be
sure your battery voltage is the same for each check because
the wide open speed can vary 3 mph.

on the center cup is above the bent down tab on the outer
ring. Also note the moveable cross piece that is attached on
one end to the hair spring. Later this will be used for minor
adjustments in the needle when you use your wide open drill
to calibrate. Insert the vertical pinion, then the cross support,
then the odometer and its retainer. Attach the face and lightly
set the needle on the shaft so you could rotate it on the shaft
With the head removed from the dash panel, removing the
if necessary. Place the head in the straight ahead position so
needle is next. You need two of the old time bottle/can
gravity will return the needle and adjust to the 0 position.
openers with masking tape on the pivot area. Use a soldering
Gently flip the needle a couple of times to verify the return.
gun on the needle for 30 seconds (starting cold) and then use
Tap the needle to seat it (doesn’t take much) and then use
the two pry tools (bottle end) to pop the needle off. Out of 12,
your drill to check the operation.
I only had one that would not come off; it was marked as a
rebuild and I suspect they used Loctite which is totally
If your pre-recorded wide open drill speed is not duplicated on
unnecessary. If this is your first visit to a speedometer, you
the rehab unit, you can make a small adjustment in the hair
might take some pictures as you go. Remove the two screws
spring tension by using a small screwdriver to push on either
and the face, next remove the two screws and the cross bar.
end of the cross piece noted in the above paragraph. Once you
Pull the retainer off of the odometer wheel shaft and carefully have established the correct setting, reinstall the head in the
remove the odometer by sliding it towards the retainer end
dash panel but run it with your drill again just before installing
and then out. Remove the vertical pinion and then the two
the panel to make sure the needle is not dragging on any of
screws securing the speed ring. Hold the needle and lift it out the parts.
and set it aside. Do not let the two piece unit come apart or it
This was my method of dealing with a speedometer issue. The
may damage the hair spring. You could remove the lower
above will also apply to late model cars except Corsa. If you
pinion but unless you are doing a trip odometer it is usually
have other techniques that work please share with your fellow
perfect, so leave it in place. This completed my disassembly.
DIY enthusiasts.
I checked side to side play in the bushings and spun the
magnet by hand to get a feel for the condition of the bushing.
Three of my group were badly worn and I set them aside. The
ones that felt good I lined up sitting on two boards and added
3 in 1 oil to cover the area under the magnet. Over the
following day I would spin the magnets by hand and check for
oil appearing on the bottom. The first one took only a couple
of hours and the last two were oiled after a full day. I finished
this segment by running them all with the drill for about a
minute each facing up and when I again spun the magnet by
hand I could feel the difference and was satisfied they were
lubed. Cleanup of excess oil followed.
Set the speed ring carefully down over the magnet and secure
with the two screws. Look down on the speed ring with the
vertical pinion area on your right. Then look through the hole
on the left side of the speed ring and make sure the small tab

Modified shifter cable nut wrench mentioned above
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For Sale Items:
For Sale: NOS 62/63 rear exhaust grill $1200. NOS Wire Covers for 64-66 w/
spinners or 67-69 caps. $1000. Other
Corvair parts for sale. looking for Turbo
distributors and small block bell housings. Marty Katz @ 702-303-7829
or martykatz53@yahoo.com

1964 Greenbrier Van The van runs
great and drives great. It does need a
paint job. The asking price is $3700.00.
Call Marty Katz @ 702-303-7829
Mike Wade has late model bumpers for
sale. $200 for the pair. @ 702-219-2622

1962 Corvair 4 door sedan - Unbelievable Original Condition
less than 18,000 original miles. One year only vinyl and cloth
interior almost perfect. Not one rip or tear. Headliner perfect.
All rubber and felts like new. All glass clean and clear. Rust
free. Trunk looks as if it was painted yesterday. Runs and
drives like it did in 62, motor has never been out of car. Motor
has been resealed. Original dealer sticker and service tag still

Wanted: One or two 1963/64 front
wheel drums with hubs attached. Drums
must be in good shape and not excessively worn or over-bored.
Call Bob Helt @ 702-256-2008 or
BobHelt@aol.com

on car. I don't think you'll ever find another one in this condition. $14,500.00 Call Mike Wade @702-219-2622
Also Available:
4 - 17"x7" American Racing Torq Thrust II with BF Goodrich
G-Force TA's. 225/45/ZR17 off of ‘66 Corsa Convertible. Like
new, very few miles on them. $850.00 Call Mike Wade
@702-219-2622

1962 Corvan - Driven regularly, new 2-stage paint, nice interior. Mileage approximate. New brakes, wheel cylinders, shoes,
drums. New hard & soft lines. Tires have under 500 miles on them. Engine & transmission serviced. After-market AC equipment
installed but not currently working. Interested in trading this van and the Corsa below for a well sorted, four speed, late model
Corsa. No expense spared in restoring this van. $7,000 OBO Call or text 435-680-0099, email: a@mvii.us Alan Madsen

1966 Corsa Project - Four speed, rebuild-able '66 140 except with 2 carbs blocked off. Includes LM 110 rebuilt with Clark's
rings, bearings, etc. Standard bore and clearances. Neither engine in car currently. Red/red production tag, currently in bare
metal with any found rust resolved. Mostly complete interior in old but good shape. All Corsa gauges worked when taken
apart, telescopic column, standard wheel. Fiberglass rear grille (65 shape, no trim). Great very original car part way through the
restoration process. Make Offer Call or text 435-680-0099, email: a@mvii.us Alan Madsen
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Advertisers:
BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE
 THE CLASSIC CORVAIR
A technical maintenance and upgrade manual.
330 pages. $35+$8 S&H.

 CORVAIR SECRETS
Major revision adding 70 pages. Things you probably don’t know
about the design and operation of the Corvair automobile.
250 pages. $30+$7 S&H.

 HOW TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR
ROCHESTER CARBURETORS
Comprehensive non-turbo carburetor rebuild information.
110 pages. $20+$5 S&H.

 HOW TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR
CARTER YH CARBURETORS
Comprehensive turbo carburetor rebuild information.
90 pages. $25+$5 S&H.
If interested in purchasing any of these books, please call me,
Bob Helt, at 702-256-2008 or email me at Bobhelt@aol.com for delivery to one of the VEGAS VAIRS club meetings for no S&H
charges. Check or money order to:
Bob Helt
3016 Pearl Harbor Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89117
PayPal:
Or call:

Bobhelt@aol.com
(702) 256-2008

Clark’s Corvair Parts®
Our catalog lists over 15,000 parts for your Corvair.
We carry engine parts, body panels, upholstery and
much more! There are 1,000’s of reproduced items
available, pages of technical information and lots of
other helpful hints.

Check us out at www.corvair.com or call today to
order a copy of our printed
catalog. You will quickly
see why we are the world’s
largest supplier of parts and
all your other Corvair needs.
Clark’s - More than Parts!

Clark’s Corvair Parts® 400 Mohawk Trail,
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370
call: (413) 625-9776 - web: www.corvair.com
email: clarks@corvair.com
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Finish Line:
The First Time I Drove A Corvair
by Paul Bernardo
Here’s a short story about my first ride in a Corvair powered
vehicle in 1964. It’s not what you may think.
I was in the market for a slightly used VW bug and went to
local VW dealer in Detroit. They only had a ugly VW Karmann
Ghia with no rear bumper and engine lid was propped up a
few inches to allow air flow to the big 6 cylinder Corvair
engine. the salesman with the car took me for a drive and
started in 2nd gear and slipped the clutch?

1967 Chevelle 305 v8 with a powerglide. So with $$ from the
VW, I went to local Detroit Porsche dealership and purchased
a 1959 356A coupe with 4 new continental radial tires and a
fresh rebuilt dual carb motor. It ran good but was a Flintstone
car as I could see the pavement through the floorboards as I
drove and if I didn’t hold the drivers side door closed on a tight
off ramp, the door would fall off as the bottom hinge was
rusted away. I spent many hours cutting, brazing, and installing
pop rivets and fiberglass remaking the whole bottom water
proof. This was my start of a new career as a mechanic of air
cooled vehicles as I was smitten with their simplicity.

In the fall of 1968 I moved my family and towed a car from
Michigan to SoCal with the Chevelle. 15 mile per gal towing or
not for 100k miles is a horrible Chevy. I wished it would have
been a Corvair but the boss it always right. While driving on CA
freeways, I couldn’t help but notice all the cool cars. So after
working for 4 years with electronics there, I pumped gas and
repaired almost anything, while specializing in Porsche ,VW
I did not even make a offer on that little hot rod as we were
and Corvairs. I built a special VW engine for my neighbor who
expecting our first child and needed a car with a real back seat, lived in the same mobile home park in Pomona for a stripped
so off to the Ford dealer’s used car lot. They had a low miles
down Karmann Ghia. He set a land speed record at Bonneville.
VW beetle with a 1200cc 40 HP engine. I like the price and
After opening a shop in Claremont, I took on a new partner
after the Ghia ride I sensed that all of the weak 40 HP horses
and I moved to take over a new gas station in CA. I said
were in engine bay. I told the dealer I would take the bug to
goodbye and purchased an option to run a gas station in
the VW dealer a few miles away for a tune up or? He agreed
Claremont, then on to Santa Ana. Now with 2 businesses
and said they would pay all repair costs.
working primarily on air cooled cars. My biggest challenge was
One day later a tune up and a fixed burnt valve made it run
a 1965 Corsa 140 with factory AC and a burnt valve on
like new. At 70k miles I was driving an average of 5-600 miles passenger side, I almost refused to work on any after that goper week and my company was paying me 10 cents a mile. I
round. By then, turbo coupes were very reasonable, so I finally
wanted more speed and performance and checking out VW
bought a ‘65 in 1970 after fixing many. Both of my son’s first
hot rod parts only available from the west coast = expensive. It vehicles were Corvairs. In total, 7 runners and I still have 4 non
was more than I paid for the bug to get 75 hp. A motorcycle
runners, and (of
buddy of mine said: "Find a 1600cc Porsche engine and it will course) a few
bolt in and you will have at least 80hp and much longer life." I Porsches which
found one in a kit body, called a Devin and remove it. I put it in have been a
my bug after some serious metal bashing and with a custom
positive means of
exhaust, it was plenty fast while still getting 30 mpg.
income.
When I took the wheel to drive, he told me not to use 1st gear
as it would damage the transmission, so I put it in first and let
the clutch out and floored it. It went about 6 feet and lifted
the front tires off the pavement. Second was still light on the
steering wheel. Needless to say he salesman was not pleased
and we traded seats back to dealership.

Then I bought a wrecked Porsche for parts and used the
brakes and shiftier on my VW. That car would do 90+ with ease
and stop on a quarter. My friend liked it, so I sold it after doing
a valve job on the motor due to my heavy foot for many long
drives. I got all my original $$$ invested and drove it almost
150k miles. Now my employer decides to give me a company
car and no more mileage expense checks. They gave me a new

- Paul Bernardo
The next member
being challenged
to tell us about
his first time driving a Corvair is: Kevin Britt
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