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Devin C (Corvair) Production 1959-1963
The Devin C was offered as both a kit and a completed car. The kit was $2,750 sans engine, power train and miscellaneous bits. The
completed car weighted around 1,300 lbs and would sell for approximately $4,595. Quarter mile times were around 15 seconds at 115mph.
Dave Lewis's car with a Paxton supercharger and Vince Granatelli driving, ran 11.94 seconds at 117 mph and had a rumored top speed of
167 mph. About 60 C's were made and around 14 are known to exist. Terry Kalp of MCCA is currently restoring a Devin C!
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Club Information:
VEGAS VAIRS, CHAPTER 891 OF CORSA
MEETS AT 7:00 P.M., THE 2ND WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT:
DENNY’S RESTAURANT
3081 S. MARYLAND PARKWAY
LAS VEGAS, NV 89109 (734-1295)

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!!!!!
COME EARLY TO MEET AND GREET!!
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $20 FOR ALL MEMBERS ARE DUE BY FEBRUARY 1ST OF EACH YEAR.
THEY MAY BE PAID AT THE MONTHLY MEETING OR MAILED TO:
VEGAS VAIRS
P.O. BOX 621925
LAS VEGAS, NV. 89162-1925

WEBSITE: www.vegasvairs.com

OFFICERS:

BOARD MEMBERS:

MIKE WADE, PRESIDENT

BOB HELT

KEVIN BRITT, VICE PRESIDENT

PAUL BERNARDO

INGRID HOWARD, SECRETARY/ TREASURER

VIC HOWARD
CHUCK HANSON

ADVERTISING IN VEGAS VAIRS VISION:
FREE TO CLUB MEMBERS, $25 PER YR. FOR BUSINESSES AND NON-MEMBERS.
PLEASE submit articles, ads, photos, etc. to the editor via email if possible.
Email: REIDMIER@RAMENT.NET
Or by snail mail to:
REID MIERMASTER
448 E. TELEGRAPH ST, LOT 105
WASHINGTON, UT 84780
(913) 579-4521 or (816) 331-6945
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Meeting Minutes:
~ CORSA Chapter #891 Vegas Vairs ~
VEGAS VAIRS CLUB MEETING - JULY 13, 2016
There were no minutes taken at the July 13th meeting as there were too many members and club officers absent, so no formal
meeting was conducted. It seems when the temperatures top 100 degrees for weeks at a time, it’s hard to get folks to come
out. Please remember the next meeting will be on August 10th. Hope to see you there!

Message from the President
Our club president, Mike Wade was out of town on a much deserved vacation during July and did not submit a message for this
month’s newsletter. I spoke to Mike on the phone and he told me he purchased a Corv-8 while on vacation. He shipped the car
directly to SC Performance and I’ve heard it’s ready to be picked up. I’m sure Mike will have plenty to talk about at the next
meeting and in next month’s newsletter.

Newsletter Editor’s Comments
I’m sure you’ll notice that this edition of Vegas Vairs Vision is a bit shorter and doesn’t contain much information about club
activities or events. It takes participation from club members to produce this newsletter and this month has been particularly
sparse in that regard. Other than one out of state For Sale ad submitted by Harry Ransom, nothing else was sent. Hopefully the
heat will let up a bit and there will be more to report on next month. Please remember to submit pictures, show reports or any
Corvair related news to me and I’ll be sure to get it in the next issue. ~ Reid Miermaster

Show Report:
Brian Head Car Show 7-23-16
Reprinted from the Desert Cruzin’ website
Not too many cars up in the High Country this
year. The weather was great when we were
there, but the Car Show just didn’t have the zip
it has had in the past. It felt pretty much like entering a ghost town around there. If I remember
correctly they held it in the lower lot in the past
and moved it now to the south up the hill a tad
and just enough to enter never never-land. The
cars that were there were great but we counted
only about 72. There sure isn’t any question why
you have to yell at old car people to get there
attention…. the noise & location of the rev-ups
was not conducive to keeping your hearing intact. Probably our last visit to this one.
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Events, Gatherings, Shows...
Hot August Nights
August 2 -7 in Reno Over 10,000 cars in the event. Harry, Paul & Vickie, Marty & Bertha, Jerry & Jay are planning to attend.

August 27, 2016 (Saturday)
Best Little Hair House - Saturday Morning Get-Together
450 S. Buffalo / Alta 89145 - Start: 9 am * Anniversary Open House * Free Car Show Get-Together * All Years, Makes & Models
Welcome. Call (702) 883-7500 for more info.

September 4, 2016 (Sunday)
CARS, STARS, GUITARS 2016
Valley of Fire Paiute Indian Reservation. Area reserved for 400-500 cars! Pre-registration of only $20.00 before August 25th.
Live bands & fireworks * Contact Mike or Jackie Privette (702) 259-1975 * Email: carshow1@earthlink.net

Saturdays
Cars & Coffee
South Eastern from 6:30 to 9:30am.

Sundays
West End Boyz
N/E corner of Jones & Cheyenne 6:30 to 10:30 am.

Any time
Check the Las Vegas Motor Speedway website for Bullring and Midnight Mayhem dates

- - - - Happy motoring, Harry & Cora

Vegas Vairs Door Magnets Still Available!
Vegas Vairs magnetic door signs are 15.00 per pair or 7.50 a piece if
you want only one. 50% of the sales will go to the club with the
balance covering production costs.
Contact Mike Wade
(702) 219-2622
mikewade2711@yahoo.com

Headlights On Warning Buzzer from Mike Dawson
Have you ever left your headlights on? Here’s a simple (and inexpensive) solution from HACOA member and
technical guru Mike Dawson. This is a piezo buzzer with a diode and alligator clips that attaches to your fuse box.
No permanent alterations needed. When you leave the headlights on and turn the key off, the buzzer sounds.
Price: $10 + postage - Call (816) 322-4057 or Email: mdawson1961@sbcglobal.net
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Convention Report
CORSA National Convention 2016
Corvairs On The Prairie - July 12-16 - Springfield Illinois
From the CORSA Website - by Bryan Blackwell
The 2016 CORSA International Convention took place in Springfield,
Illinois, July 12 through July 16. Check out the daily reports and overall
results from “Corvairs on the Prairie.” In less than twelve months we
will re-convene for "The Vairs Stop Here" in Independence, Missouri,
June 27 through July 1, 2017. Update your calendars now!

Here are the convention results, courtesy Tim Mahler:
Briefly - The Edward N Cole Award

Gary Greenwood

 The Mitchell Best of Show

Richard Thompson

 Preservation Award

Richard Thomson

 Don Yenko Award (FTD)

Warren LeVeque

 Cole Results - congratulations to Gary Greenwood and thanks to all the competitors
 Concours Results - thanks to all the judges and tally people
 Autocross Results - thanks to Al Lacki for scoring system
 Rally Results - thanks to all the volunteers
 Econorun Results - more thanks to the volunteers, lots of them
 Car Display Results - more thanks to the volunteers
 CORSA Media Awards - Outstanding Web Site and Outstanding Newsletter Awards -- check the sites, they are awesome
 Model Car Concours - 39 entries this year, the Dioramas were great. Also Valve Cover race winners are in this set.
 Rally Answers!

Daily Convention Reports by Bryan Blackwell

Wednesday Convention Report

Thursday Convention Report

Friday Convention Report

Saturday Convention Report
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Corvairs in the News:
The Corvair: The Misunderstood, Revolutionary Chevy
May 09, 2016 - by James Derek Sapienza, Partial Reprint from Autos CheatSheet
In the 47 years since the last one rolled off the line, the Chevrolet
You aren’t a bad driver, are you?
Corvair still has a reputation. Even the most casual gearhead knows
about it: the air-cool, rear-engined, weird Chevy. The big failure, the
black-eye for America’s favorite brand, the deathtrap! Unsafe at Any
Speed! The car that was so dangerous, so horrible, it single-handedly
launched Ralph Nader’s crusade against the entire industry, and
brought the wrath of the federal government crashing down upon
the American automobile. "Sure," you might be thinking, "I know all
about the Corvair."

But chances are, you don’t. Because the Corvair myth is largely that:
a myth. In reality, it was the right car at the wrong time: a
groundbreaking model that could’ve set Detroit on a completely
different path had it caught on, which it almost did. Besides, at the
end of the day, it wasn’t Nader that did it in, it was something much
closer to home. Half a century on, the Corvair is still the biggest
gamble General Motors ever took on a single car, and for that alone,
it deserves its due.
Until the mid-’60s, the mantra for automotive safety began and
ended with this: Don’t crash your car. Bullet-shaped steering hubs,
knife-edged steering fins, and temperamental bias-ply tires weren’t a
problem as long as you were a good driver that kept up with
maintenance, checked your tire pressure, kept alert on the road, and
felt confident that you could get the thing home after a few drinks.
Detroit made cars for good drivers; bad drivers were the ones who
got into crashes, and adding “safety features” to a car implied that
you may be the one in a crash. Why would you need those?

So while Detroit’s general idea of safety hadn’t changed much since
Ford decided to add rear brakes to the Model A (the Blue Oval even
had the gall to try pushing seat belts on their ’55 models —
customers hated them), the Big Three had become aware of a new
phenomenon creeping into the market: imports. They seemed to be
seeping in from the top and bottom of the market: funny looking
rear-engined offerings from companies called Renault and
Volkswagen were wooing budget-minded buyers at the low end, and
the country club set was beginning to pay attention to cars from
Mercedes-Benz and Jaguar. World War II was over, hundreds of
thousands of Americans had been overseas, and jet travel had
suddenly made the world feel a lot smaller.

(Continued on page 7)
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Corvairs in the News (Continued):
(Continued from page 6)

however, and by 1958, Cole’s running prototype (badged as a
Holden) got the green light for production as a 1960 model.

By the mid ’50s, it said something to be “Continental,” and have a bit
of old-world flair. Studebaker sold its Raymond Loewy-designed cars
on their “long, low, European lines,” the Chevy Corvette and Ford
Thunderbird were designed to take on luxury grand tourers from
England, and Lincoln even named its Rolls-Royce-fighting coupe the
Continental. It may have been decades before the Big Three really
felt the pressure from foreign makes, but the smart guys in Detroit
— and General Motors brass in particular — were shrewd enough to
realize these Europeans were onto something. They just thought
they could do it better.

Dubbed the Corvair (a name taken from a 1954 Corvette fastback
show car), Chevy’s revolutionary compact was released to positive
press on October 2, 1959. Starting at just over $2,000 (around $16K
today), it was the cheapest Chevy available, and radically different
from the competition’s new for ’60 subcompact offerings: the Ford
Falcon and Chrysler’s Valiant sub-brand. With an open, airy cabin,
frontal trunk and fold-down rear seat (standard on coupes, optional
on sedans), great handling for the era, great fuel economy (and
estimated 20–25 miles per gallon), and an industry first air-cooled
flat-six engine (beating Porsche by several years), the Corvair was a
lot more car than Volkswagen and Renault could offer.

In 1956, Ed Cole had been promoted to chief engineer of the
Chevrolet division, largely because of his spearheading the
development of the Corvette and the wildly successful "Tri-Five"
Chevys. Cole could see that these rear-engined, air-cooled compacts
from Europe were onto something, and the economic recession of
1957-’58 showed the beginnings of a demand for affordable,
compact cars. As demand for them stayed strong, overall auto sales
dropped nearly 50%.
Cole had been interested in an air-cooled rear-engined, rear-wheel
drive compact car since at least 1955, but the old guard at General
Motors had long been resistant to a compact, and would likely
blanch at something so revolutionary. After taking the reins at Chevy,
Cole continued to work on the project covertly, working with
engineers from GM’s European Opel and Australian Holden divisions
as cover. The recession changed some important minds at GM

But buyer response wasn’t as expected; Americans were flocking to
the more traditional, slightly cheaper Falcon over the radical Chevy.
As a response, Cole ordered a crash program to field a more
conventional compact (it would become the 1962 Chevy II Nova),
and scrambled to reposition the Corvair in the Chevy lineup. Just
three months into production, the Corvair was in trouble.
Continue reading online at http://www.cheatsheet.com/
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Tech Articles & Tips:
The Preventative Maintenance Series
Rochester Carburetor Idle Corrections - by Mike Dawson
Most of the maintenance articles I write about are inspired by some type of Corvair related challenge I have
experienced recently; this article falls in that category.
While performing service work last month on a ’65 140 I noticed it did not idle as well as it should. The
owner had not mentioned an idle problem but it was there and despite balance check and mixture screw
adjustment, it remained.
Diagnosing idle problems can be broken down into three areas all of which definitely affect idle:
1. Overall engine tune condition: This would include correct valve adjustment, a compression check
which shows all cylinders the same with reasonable compression, and minimal blow-by. Check air filter.
The distributor shaft, cam, advance mechanism, wires, plugs, cap, rotor, and initial timing can affect
idle. Be sure the balancer check marks have not moved. Old gas can affect performance more than you
think, so don’t overlook that when checking things. Note: a high performance camshaft (260+) can
cause a “lumpy” idle.
2. Vacuum leaks: They lean out a mixture beyond what an idle mixture adjustment can correct. There are a lot of possibilities: base
gasket/insulator issues, loose carburetor mounts, damage to carburetor base mounting areas or head flange areas, split or swelled
balance tube hoses (very common), ruptured choke pull offs or their hoses, the 2 hoses for the vacuum modulator on Powerglide
models, PCV hoses can harden and leak if original, the fixed orifice (0.062) may have been drilled out by others, and the PCV valve can
have a weak spring (check by plugging the carburetor end and observe the idle change). In general, replacing the PCV valve with a fixed
orifice (0.062) is a good upgrade for idle performance. Be sure 140 secondary carburetors are not leaking vacuum; mist carburetor
cleaner over them or simply put your hand over the top and see if you feel vacuum. The secondary carburetors have no idle circuit so a
miss-aligned throttle plate is simply a vacuum leak that affects primary carburetor idle.
3. Carburetors: First check the balance with a vacuum gauge or Unisyn and be sure the vacuum advance is not being pulled in by the
right side carburetor. Look for linkage that does not return properly. Remove idle mixture screws and use compressed air to blow
through the holes. If idle problems persist, use a can of spray carburetor cleaner (not Brakleen) to gently mist over the carburetors one
at a time at idle. If the idle smoothes out, and both 1 & 2 above have been checked, you obviously have an internal carburetor problem.
Our carburetors were designed by engineers working with flow principals based on fuel that we no longer are using, so some modifications
are helpful. Generally speaking, slightly richer mixtures benefit our aging designs, particularly with ethanol infected gas. When you clean
and check carburetors look at the following: worn throttle shafts (vacuum leak), miss-matched mixture needles and the holes they meter
(broken tips stuck in the hole are not uncommon), metering jets should be 0.053 or even larger, correct float level, no loose throttle plates
and with the notch (when applicable) in the throttle plate lined up with the transition slot. The major item is to have matched venturi
clusters: check for warped cluster bases (straight edge them) and check that all specs are the same from side to side. The small brass pickup
tubes must be clear and identical from side to side. Also check the size of the air bleed on the top above the pickup tube. Use small
numbered drill bits to confirm sizes match.
In my recent search for the cause of a poor idle I checked off the items in 1-3 above with no resolution so I disassembled the carburetors,
cleaned and checked everything but found nothing. That was confirmed when I re-installed them on the engine. I had the same poor idle
that improved with misting carburetor cleaner over the tops at idle. With the carburetors apart the second time I drilled out the pickup tube
on the venturi to 0.030 from the original 0.026. I left the air bleed at 0.074. Once the carburetors were back on the car the idle was back to
normal.
I reviewed my collection of clusters and found that I have eight different combinations of venture cluster idle pickup tube/air bleed sizes
listed for 64 and later models. The majority of the clusters were 26/74 but there were also six venturi clusters that were between 28/74 and
30/74. Maybe those were A/C cars, but it does indicate that a richer mixture was required for some engines. The pickup tube to air bleed
combinations for early models I have checked are 23/86 and 26/86.
I am continually learning things and the next time I have an idle problem I will refer to this article; it would have saved me one extra
carburetor R & R.
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For Sale Items:
MARTY KATZ ~ N.O.S. 62/63 rear exhaust grill - $1200
NOS Corvair Wire Wheel Covers for 64-66 with spinners or 67-69 center caps. $1000 for the set.
Marty is has other Corvair parts for sale and is looking for Turbo distributors and small block bell housings.
Phone: 702-303-7829, email: martykatz53@yahoo.com

FOR SALE - PERFECT 140 ENGINE
My name is Mike Wade President of Vegas Vairs. This my 140
that is in my 65 500 coupe it needs nothing. It is the best
running Corvair motor I have ever driven. Being sold turn key,
it's still in my car and running. If you are interested you are
welcome to come drive the car. you will not be disappointed!
Built by my friend John from the club and tuned to perfection
by Mike Biron with SC Performance. Motor is sold as seen
down to the fuel lines and air cleaners. Priced 2 ways #1 with
90% carb kit for 5,900.00 or #2 with a perfect set of 4 stock
carbs installed and tuned for 5,200.00 Phone: (702) 219-2622

1962 Monza - Craigslist Ad
I have for sale this 1962 Chevrolet Corvair Monza. It has been kept in a Classic Car Collectibles Warehouse for over 20
years. The Car Runs and Drives Great. It has an Automatic Transmission. Everything works on it. All Lights and
Original AM Stereo. Interior and Paint are in Good Condition. Has a Clean NV Title. We are asking $12,000 OBO.
Any Questions call us at (702) 631-9026 or feel free to come check it out at 1322 S Main St.

1960 Monza - From the Tucson Corvair Association
I have a 60 Corvair for sale. I removed all the chrome and
bumpers along with the head lights and stuff in order to
paint it but never got that far. I'd like it to have a good
home. it does run and the seats are like new. Any interest
or questions please contact Mike at (520) 750-3320.

1966 Corvair Monza Convertible - From the Tucson Corvair Association
A fellow Classic Chevy Club member found a 1966 Corvair Convertible for sale. Any one interested please call me.
Needs work but looks restorable. I have pictures… Frank Pella - 437-2481
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Advertisers:

BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE
 THE CLASSIC CORVAIR
A technical maintenance and upgrade manual.
330 pages. $35+$8 S&H.

 CORVAIR SECRETS
Major revision adding 70 pages. Things you probably don’t know about
the design and operation of the Corvair automobile.
250 pages. $30+$7 S&H.

Our 43rd Year!
Newly Revised 2013-2018 Now Available
If you did not get our new catalog previously, you can
get one free on your first $50 order
during 2016. (Additional catalogs $3 with an order)

 HOW TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR
ROCHESTER CARBURETORS
Comprehensive non-turbo carburetor rebuild information.
110 pages. $20+$5 S&H.

 HOW TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR
CARTER YH CARBURETORS
Comprehensive turbo carburetor rebuild information.
90 pages. $25+$5 S&H.
If interested in purchasing any of these books, please call me,
Bob Helt, at 702-256-2008 or email me at Bobhelt@aol.com for delivery
to one of the VEGAS VAIRS club meetings for no S&H charges.

You Get 3 Catalogs
MAIN CATALOG - Over 420 Pages, over 15,000 parts
SPECIALTY CATALOG - Over 220 pages (NOS,OTTO and
USED PARTS, TECH TIPS AND TOOLS)
NEW 2016 SUPPLEMENT - Price list has over 40 pages

Check or money order to:

Bob Helt
3016 Pearl Harbor Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89117
PayPal:

Bobhelt@aol.com

Or call:

(702) 256-2008

Clark’s Corvair Parts®
400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370
(413) 625-9776 www.corvair.com
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Finish Line:
The Wagon That Junky Built (In Progress)
By Reid Miermaster | August 2, 2016
My friend Matt Wetzel from Hurricane Utah (known as
62corvairjunky on the Corvair Center Forum) has been working on
and off for a few years on a very interesting ‘61 Corvair wagon.

Matt’s interior guy did an
awesome job on the seats!
Now for the coolest part. Matt’s
biggest change in direction came
when he decided to shoe-horn a
Buick 3800 supercharged engine
behind the rear seats!

Matt started with a decent shell that had very little rust except for
the front floor pans and a few other small spots. These were
replaced and the rest of the body was stripped where needed. He
decided to use a ‘60 front panel and a front mount AC condenser.

To help his interior guy do some matching, Matt sprayed a single
door in the colors he intends to finish the car in. Matt will be using
late ‘90s dodge intrepid seats front and back.

Matt owns and operates Winder Towing and is currently building a
new house (by himself), so he’s been way too busy lately to make
much progress on the wagon. In the mean time, he drives his
Rampside almost daily and helps me with my Corvair projects as
time allows. I’ll be checking in with Matt and will post more info as
the project progresses. Can’t wait to see this one when finished!!!
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