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Club Information:
VEGAS VAIRS, CHAPTER 891 OF CORSA
MEETS AT 7:00 P.M., THE 2ND WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT:
DENNY’S RESTAURANT
3081 S. MARYLAND PARKWAY
LAS VEGAS, NV 89109 (734-1295)

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!!!!!
COME EARLY TO MEET AND GREET!!
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $20 FOR ALL MEMBERS ARE DUE BY FEBRUARY 1ST OF EACH YEAR.THEY MAY
BE PAID AT THE MONTHLY MEETING OR MAILED TO:
VEGAS VAIRS
P.O. BOX 62925
LAS VEGAS, NV. 89162-1925

WEBSITE: www.vegasvairs.com

OFFICERS:

BOARD MEMBERS:

PAUL GREEN, PRESIDENT

BOB HELT

CHUCK HANSON, VICE PRESIDENT

PAUL BERNARDO

INGRID HOWARD, SECRETARY/ TREASURER
ADVERTISING IN VEGAS VAIRS VISION:
FREE TO CLUB MEMBERS, $25 PER YR. FOR BUSINESSES AND NON-MEMBERS.
PLEASE submit articles, ads, photos, etc. to the editor via email if possible.
Email: REIDMIER@RAMENT.NET
Or by snail mail to:
REID MIERMASTER
448 E. TELEGRAPH ST, LOT 105
WASHINGTON, UT 84780
(913) 579-4521 or (816) 331-6945
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President’s Message:
Club members, be sure to come to our club meeting on February 10th for our elections.
I was able to go on Saturday to Mesquite’s car show. It was a great turn out with lots
of cars. I do believe there were seven Corvairs at the show. I talked to Chuck Hanson
& wife, Marty Katz, Paul Bernardo and Bill, a friend of Marty's who drives a Corvair.
I am leaving for San Diego on Monday to visit family and friends. Then on Thursday
January 28th I will leave there to go help set up for the national roadster show at the
Pomona fair grounds.
I have been asked by my friend Ron Main to help in the Bonneville Save the Salt booth
for the weekend. This has always been a great car show every time I have gone to it.
If any on you would like to go to the best of car shows come on down. It is on Jan 29th,
30th & 31st. We will be in Building 9 with the racing cars.
~ Paul Green, President
Show Report:

Mesquite Motor Mania 2016
The 8th annual Mesquite Motor Mania car show was held January 15-17, here in Mesquite. The threat of rain was short lived, and 723 cars
and trucks of every description turned up for the event. As usual, the Corvair world was well represented, with five Corvairs entered in the
show, and two "visitors".
Las Vegas Cruising Association luminary Art Kamm brought his '63
custom convertible, Dee and Jane Zuehlsdorff brought their His-n-Hers
pair of '65's, his being a beautiful Corsa 140, and Jane's an equally fine
Monza 140 convertible (I am hoping to see them at the next Vegas
Vairs meeting, where they can show them off to the rest of the club).
Also on display was the nearly new 1962 Monza 900 4 door of Mike
and Sheri Wade, as well as Cyndie Hanson's '64 Monza convertible.

Marty Katz’s ‘64 Spyder Convertible

Cyndie Hanson’s ‘64 Monza Convertible

Marty Katz came out to visit in his '64 convertible, and brought his pal
Jim Koenig with his '61 140 powered Monza. Club President Paul
Green, with his friend Bill Suddeth also came up from Henderson to
see the sights, and Paul Bernardo was here selling parts at the parts
corral.
Notably absent from the show was the Whale, my '69 Corvair powered
UltraVan, which has been at every MMM show since 2009. The Whale
is awaiting parts, and will be on the road soon.
Dee Zuehlsdorff’s ‘65 Corsa 140

Jim Koenig’s ‘61 Monza 140

The Corvairs were a big hit with the crowd as usual, and Cyndie's red
'64 won an Outstanding Vehicle award.
We will be back again next year, and highly recommend coming up for
the weekend of showing off, open-header cruising, burnout contests,
and all the rest.
~Chuck Hanson
Mike & Sheri Wade’s ‘62 Monza 900

Art Kamm’s ‘63 Convertible
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Meeting Minutes:
~ CORSA Chapter #891 Vegas Vairs ~
VEGAS VAIRS CLUB MEETING
JANUARY 12, 2016
The meeting was called to order by President Paul Green at 7:00 pm
Eighteen members and no guests were in attendance: Vic & Ingrid Howard, Steve Hendricks, Kevin Britt, Marty Katz, Rob
Henderson, Howard Stoner, Paul Green, Suzan & Arlon Sibert, Wm Lager, Jack O’Shea, Bob Helt, Paul & Vicki Bernardo, John
Charaska, Mike Wade and Bill Peterson.
The treasurer’s report shows a balance of $258.97 and a reminder that 2016 dues are due in February but she will accept
them tonight at the meeting.
Old Business: The Mesquite Car Show is the coming weekend and a number of members indicated they will be attending.
Other car show and car related activities were discussed by those at the meeting.
New Business: A nominating committee meeting was held tonight prior to the club meeting and the several names were
listed. Paul read the list and those in attendance on the list who agreed to run for President or Vice President are: Kevin
Britt, Jerry Chocek, Bill Peterson, Bob Soliday, Mike Wade and Suzan Sibert agreed to be the assistant Secretary taking
minutes during Ingrid's absence during the summer months. Ingrid agreed to continue as the Secretary/Treasurer. The nominee with the most votes will be the new President and the person with the next highest number will be the Vice President.
Board members Bob Helt, Paul Bernardo and Chuck Hanson will continue it those positions for 2016.
The election will take place at the February meeting, which also is our annual business meeting. Those elected will assume
their new officer positions at the conclusion of the meeting. Paul Green encourages all members to attend the February
meeting and he also agreed to continue as the Club activities Director, a new position that will develop monthly club gettogethers for picnics, tours of various facilities, etc. Harry Ransom will continue providing information about other club activities that are of interest for our members such as other clubs car shows, charity events, air shows and auto race activities.
Paul Green asked if we were interested in having our own swap meet and it was THE ORIGINAL DATE WAS TO BE FEBRUARY
20TH BUT PAUL HAS A CONFLICT FOR THAT DATE AND HAS CHANGED IT TO FEBRUARY 27TH at his business location, REBAR
MACHINE SERVICES, 5935 EMERALD AVE, HENDERSON, NV. Pizza’s will be ordered and soft drinks available at his shop.
Bring your cars and Corvair parts.
For Sale or wanted was brought up, Marty says he is looking for Turbo distributors and small block bell housings.
The door prizes were drawn and the 50/50 cash winner was ??????
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.
Respectively submitted by Ingrid Howard, Secretary/Treasurer
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Events, Gatherings, Shows...
February 5, 6 &7, 2016 (Friday-Sunday)
NHRA pre season testing at The Strip
(no charge?)

February 19 , 2016 (Friday)
Midnight Mayhem at The Strip
How fast can you go? About 6:00pm to midnight/1:00am.

February 27, 2016 (Saturday)
Vegas Vairs Swap Meet/Picnic/Bull Session
Paul Green's business shop in Henderson.

March 4-6, 2016 (Friday-Sunday)
NASCAR Cup weekend at Las Vegas Motor Speedway Many Packages available - See www.lvms.com Tel. (702) 632-8000

March 12, 2016 (Saturday)
Sons of Erin St. Patrick's Day Parade
Downhill Water Street in Henderson, NV. - We are registered and will follow in tandem the VMCCA High Rollers along with
some Studebakers and Hudsons. TRY TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS FUN PARADE - IT'S HUGE EXPOSURE FOR THE CLUB - We had
eight Corvairs show up last year - let's make it at least twelve for 2016, eh? Get 'yer green trimmings at the Dollar Store or
Michaels.

March 18, 19 & 20, 2016 (Friday-Sunday)
Mopars At The Strip
For you pentastar fans, the Mopars At The Strip returns as the largest all MOPAR gathering in North America. However, any
brand of car can race AND you won't have to wait very long between rounds as in a typical national NHRA event

April 1, 2 & 3, 2016 (Friday-Sunday)
NHRA Summit Nationals
Many packages available.

April 23, 2016 (Saturday)
Henderson Heritage Day Parade
Same route on Water Street. Sons of Erin - No charge but must pre-register - More details later when nearer date.

May 7, 2016 (Saturday)
Poker Run sponsored by the VMCCA High Rollers Car Club
Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area - More details to follow as available - BBQ in Blue Diamond afterwards.

Saturdays
Cars & Coffee
South Eastern from 6:30 to 9:30am.

Sundays
West End Boyz
N/E corner of Jones & Cheyenne 6:30 to 10:30 am.

- - - - Happy motoring, Harry & Cora
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Corvair News:
HEMMINGS CLASSIC CAR

Air-cooled, but water-bound: One-off “Corphibian” floats to auction
Daniel Strohl on Dec 1st, 2015

Photos by James DeCamp, courtesy Mecum Auctions.

While legend has it the original Volkswagen Beetle could float, Chevrolet’s rear-engined answer to the Beetle and its
many variants never developed a similar reputation. However, if a couple of imaginative GM engineers had their way,
it very well might have, given that the prototype they built – the Corphibian amphibious Corvan, which will head to
auction in January – actually kept above the waves.
Richard E. Hulten and Roger D. Holm likely drew inspiration from another rear-engined German vehicle, however.
The Triumph-powered Amphicar washed up on American shores in 1961, and though it didn’t come anywhere close
to the Volkswagen’s sales volume, it nevertheless generated plenty of interest, surely enough to reach Hulten and
Holm, two GM engineers who decided to give the Amphicar some home-grown competition.
Their idea: seal up the bottom of a new-to-the-market Corvan, add a couple of props and rudders, and see if their
vision floats. So they formed a company – Hulten-Holm and Company, which apparently existed just for this one brief
side project – rented a garage in downtown Pontiac, Michigan, and obtained a brand-new Loadside from MathewsHargrave Chevrolet just a few blocks away. Then they went to work.
(Continued on page 7)
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Corvair News (continued):
(Continued from page 6)

According to Ken Hand, president of the Corvair Society of America and one of the few people in the world familiar
with the Corphibian, Hulten and Holm chose the Loadside rather than the similar but more popular Rampside because, without that ramp cut into the side of the truck, it would take less to waterproof the rig. “It was also the lightest
truck they could come up with and the one with the best balance,” he said.

The duo started by extending the rear of the Loadside by two feet. The additional room would house the hydraulic
reservoir and motors that turned – via a belt system – the twin propellers mounted behind each rear wheel as well as
the electrically operated rudders behind each propeller. A hydraulic pump mounted to the stock flat-six engine provided the required pressure. They then sealed off the underside with a fiberglass “underpod,” as Hand called it, and
added controls for the props and rudders in the bed.
(Continued on page 8)
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Corvair News (continued):
(Continued from page 7)

Hulten and Holm dubbed the result the Corphibian and reportedly embarked on a two-year development program
with General Motors, including plenty of in-water testing. The program ended with General Motors turning the concept down, however; by then, it became evident that amphibious vehicles would only ever amount to a niche product,
one that would cost far more for GM to develop than it would be worth.

Following the testing period, Hulten stashed the Corphibian away with merely the 120 test miles on it. He then held
on to it until 1993, when amphibious vehicle enthusiast Wally Wheeler of Waterford, Michigan, discovered and
bought it. That’s when Hand, Wheeler’s neighbor, first became aware of the Corphibian and offered some parts to
help get it going again. Wheeler added a few miles to it before he sold it at auction to the current owner, Mike Hollen,
who notched up the mileage to 157 before he recently had Hand freshen it up.

“It drives fine on the street,” Hollen said, “but we’ve never had it on the water.”
The pre-auction estimate is $75,000-$100,000. The Corphibian will cross the
block as part of Mecum’s Kissimmee sale, which will take place January 15th
to the 24th. For more information, visit Mecum.com.
Update: The Corphibian crossed the auction block on Saturday, January
23rd and was sold to the Lane Motor Museum in Nashville, TN.
The reported sale price was $70k
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Tech Articles & Tips:
MOUNTING RADIAL TIRES ON CLASSIC VEHICLE RIMS
Condensed from SEMA Member News, July/August, 2011
by Brad Hunsinger of Colorado V8 Club

Over the past 100 years, tires and the wheels that support them have gone through significant changes as a result of technical
innovations in design, technology and materials. No single factor affects the handling and safety of a car more than the tires
and wheels it rides on and how the two work together as a unit. One nagging question has been whether rims designed for bias
-ply tires can handle the stresses placed on them by radial-ply tires. The answer depends on how the rim was originally designed and built, as well as the number of cycles on it and how it has been used. More importantly, it depends upon the construction of the tire and how it transmits the vehicle's load to where the rubber meets the road.

Understanding Radial and Bias Tires
The terms radial and bias describe two different ways to structure a tire using similar, rubber-covered fabric cords of nylon,
polyester, rayon or steel. The bodies of all tires are made from layers of such cords, and the layers are called plies. Within each
body ply, tire cords lie parallel to each other encased in rubber, and each cord distributes stresses along its length to its ends,
which are anchored around steel hoops called beads. Because the beads also hold the tire tightly to the rim, the bead areas
transfer body tire cord stresses to and from the rim. Radial tires and bias-belted tires have additional belt plies located only
beneath the tread area, and the cords of those plies are anchored only in rubber.

BIAS PLY TIRE CONSTRUCTION

RADIAL TIRE CONSTRUCTION

Why is there a possible rim concern between Radial and Bias tires?
The fitting of radial tires to wheels and rims originally designed for bias tires, is an application that may result in rim durability
issues. Even same-sized bias and radial tires stress a rim differently, despite their nearly identical dimensions. Stresses that exceed any rim's design limits can result in rim failure with possible tire and vehicle consequences.
When radial tires began to be widely accepted, engineers and customers noted occasional rim-cracking failures that led to
higher strength standards for light truck and large agricultural tire applications. Rim cracking was not prevalent in all wheels of
that era ('70's), but wheels and rims of earlier years (with different design standards and many, many usage cycles) were not indeed could not - be fully tested for use with every possible radial. Therefore, it is likely that all old rims - and even some new
rims made to old designs - may not perform satisfactorily with newer-technology tires, even if compatible sizing makes it very
easy to install the radials.
(Continued on page 10)
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Tech Articles & Tips (continued):
(Continued from page 9)

How does a Radial bulge create more rim/wheel stress than a Bias
bulge?
Construction features of radial and bias tires make them bulge differently
when deflected. So the radial's localized bulge puts more stress on the rim
flange. Why? Bias tire cords cannot bend or bulge independently because
they are rubber-bonded to adjacent ply cords that go in the opposite, reinforcing direction. Therefore each bias cord transfers some of its stress to each of the cords that crosses it. Radial tire cords can
bend and bulge independently by stretching and/or compressing the rubber between them because (except in the belt and
bead areas) there is no other reinforcement between the cords. The radial tire concentrates its wheel-to-ground loading stress
in a much smaller portion of sidewall than a bias tire does, and extreme bulging is the result.
Rim fatigue and cracking can happen to any wheel from normal flexing, cyclic loading and cornering, but radial stressing of the
rim can accelerate metal fatigue and rim failure that is uncommon with bias tires.

What are the possible results of radial tire rim stress?
Radials can add bulge-induced stress at various rim flange area points which increases the possibility of fatigue cracking in
these areas. Additionally, wheel stress caused by a radial's improved handling actually results in additional flange area and
stress point loading as the tire distorts and rolls sideways. The most likely failure mode for an overstressed rim is circumferential cracking at one or more stress points.

What can be done to check for rim cracks?
Small cracks may offer no symptoms in a tube-type product, since air leakage will not occur unless the crack's motion nibbles
through the tube. So, only vigilant physical wheel examination offers a way to catch early cracking in a tube-type application.
Small cracks in a tubeless application will result in immediate, noticeable air leakage. A key to discovery is to remember that
cracking is a possibility, and don't always assume that air loss is a puncture or a valve issue. Most importantly, don't "correct" a
leak by periodically adding air, as a crack could be growing in your wheel.
With reasonable inspection and careful maintenance, it is likely that rim cracking issues with any tire (radial or bias) can remain
limited to a nuisance issue rather than a safety concern.
REPRINTED BY: NEW MEXICO COUNCIL OF CAR CLUBS
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For Sale Items:
Re-chromed Greenbrier/FC front bumper, never mounted—$125 Mark McKenna 520-519-1350

8409 Crank, cut .010 under, stored inside—$250 Mark McKenna 520-519-1350

1964 110 Heads, valve job done many years ago, stored inside, 3 heli-coils installed.—$425
or best offer Mark McKenna 520-519-1350

MARTY KATZ ~ N.O.S. 62/63 rear exhaust grill - $1200
NOS Corvair Wire Wheel Covers for 64-66 with spinners or 67-69 center caps. $1000 for the set.
Marty is has other Corvair parts for sale and is looking for Turbo distributors and small block bell
housings. Phone: 702-303-7829, email: martykatz53@yahoo.com
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Advertisers:
BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE
 THE CLASSIC CORVAIR
A technical maintenance and upgrade manual.
330 pages. $35+$8 S&H.

 CORVAIR SECRETS
Major revision adding 70 pages. Things you probably don’t know about
the design and operation of the Corvair automobile.
250 pages. $30+$7 S&H.

Our 43rd Year!
Newly Revised 2013-2018 Now Available
If you did not get our new catalog previously, you can
get one free on your first $50 order
during 2016. (Additional catalogs $3 with an order)

 HOW TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR
ROCHESTER CARBURETORS
Comprehensive non-turbo carburetor rebuild information.
110 pages. $20+$5 S&H.

 HOW TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR
CARTER YH CARBURETORS
Comprehensive turbo carburetor rebuild information.
90 pages. $25+$5 S&H.
If interested in purchasing any of these books, please call me,
Bob Helt, at 702-256-2008 or email me at Bobhelt@aol.com for delivery
to one of the VEGAS VAIRS club meetings for no
S&H charges.
Check or money order (sorry no PayPal) to:

Bob Helt
3016 Pearl Harbor Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89117
Or call:

You Get 3 Catalogs
MAIN CATALOG - Over 420 Pages, over 15,000 parts
SPECIALTY CATALOG - Over 220 pages (NOS,OTTO and
USED PARTS, TECH TIPS AND TOOLS)
SUPPLEMENT - Price list has over 40 pages

Clark’s Corvair Parts®
400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370
(413) 625-9776 www.corvair.com

(702) 256-2008
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Finish Line:
Recent Corvair Press

BACKWARD GLANCES - AN EXPERIMENTAL MILITARY AMPHIBIOUS CHEVY CORVAIR
Posted in Features on January 18, 2016
They called it TUFI, an acronym for Truck Utility Floatable Independent. As far as we can tell, it didn’t come directly as a result of an
Army request; rather it was an idea developed by Chevrolet to sell to
the military. It was likely based on certain trends observed by the

guys at the commercial and government sales offices at Chevrolet, or
perhaps it came from an “unofficial” request. We do know that Jeep
built an amphibious prototype at about the same time.
Read the full article...

Corvair Movie Nostalgia
The Great Race is a 1965 American slapstick comedy Technicolor film starring Jack
Lemmon, Tony Curtis, and Natalie Wood,
directed by Blake Edwards, written by
Blake Edwards and Arthur A. Ross, with
music by Henry Mancini and cinematography by Russell Harlan. The supporting
cast includes Peter Falk, Keenan Wynn,
Arthur O'Connell and Vivian Vance. The
movie cost $12 million, making it the most
expensive comedy film at the time.

Powered by a Corvair
6 cylinder engine and
3 speed manual transmission; all 4 rear
wheels are powered
and chain driven.
Three of the cars had
hydraulics that raised
both the car and the
engine. All of the cars had functional smoke screens and a cannon
that emerged from the hood.
Professor Fate’s black
car was named the
"Hannibal Twin-8". Five
of them were custom
built by Warner Bros at a
cost of $150,000 each.
All hand constructed,
they are true works of
art.

The movie villain’s land speed record
rocket train is also a functional vehicle
with special effects including gas nozzles in rockets ends to provide flames
for propulsion effects. It rides on rails
and is also powered by a Corvair 6 cylinder engine with an automatic transmission. Professor Fate and his sidekick Max succeed at failing once again!
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