VEGAS VAIRS NEWSLETTER

MAY 2016

1960 Corvair 700 4 Door in front of The Mint Casino
Opened in 1957, The Mint was a hotel and casino in downtown Las Vegas. A 26-story hotel tower was added in
1965. In 1988, The Mint was sold and became part of Binion's Horseshoe.
The Mint was made famous (or infamous) as the first night's stay in Hunter S. Thompson and Oscar Acosta's
legendary 1971 weekend trip to Las Vegas, immortalized in Thompson's novel Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas.
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Club Information:
VEGAS VAIRS, CHAPTER 891 OF CORSA
MEETS AT 7:00 P.M., THE 2ND WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT:
DENNY’S RESTAURANT
3081 S. MARYLAND PARKWAY
LAS VEGAS, NV 89109 (734-1295)

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!!!!!
COME EARLY TO MEET AND GREET!!
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $20 FOR ALL MEMBERS ARE DUE BY FEBRUARY 1ST OF EACH YEAR.
THEY MAY BE PAID AT THE MONTHLY MEETING OR MAILED TO:
VEGAS VAIRS
P.O. BOX 621925
LAS VEGAS, NV. 89162-1925

WEBSITE: www.vegasvairs.com

OFFICERS:

BOARD MEMBERS:

MIKE WADE, PRESIDENT

BOB HELT

KEVIN BRITT, VICE PRESIDENT

PAUL BERNARDO

INGRID HOWARD, SECRETARY/ TREASURER

VIC HOWARD
CHUCK HANSON

ADVERTISING IN VEGAS VAIRS VISION:
FREE TO CLUB MEMBERS, $25 PER YR. FOR BUSINESSES AND NON-MEMBERS.
PLEASE submit articles, ads, photos, etc. to the editor via email if possible.
Email: REIDMIER@RAMENT.NET
Or by snail mail to:
REID MIERMASTER
448 E. TELEGRAPH ST, LOT 105
WASHINGTON, UT 84780
(913) 579-4521 or (816) 331-6945
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Meeting Minutes:
~ CORSA Chapter #891 Vegas Vairs ~
VEGAS VAIRS CLUB MEETING - APRIL 13, 2016
The meeting was held at Denny's Restaurant, 3081 South Maryland
Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 89109.
The meeting was called to order by President Mike Wade at 7:00 pm.
Those in attendance were: Reid Miermaster, Vic & Ingrid Howard, John
Charaska, Harry Ransom, Howard Stoner, Jack O'Shea, Marty Katz, Paul
& Vicki Bernardo, Arlon & Suzan Sibert, Paul Green, Chuck Hanson, William
Lager, Mike Wade, Mike Biron, Jerry Chocek, Jay Chocek, Bob Helt, Bill
Peterson. We had two guests Hunter Stack and J. Winson
The treasurer, Ingrid Howard reported we have $690.40 in the club
account.
NEWSLETTER UPDATE: Reid Miermaster- The printing of the newsletter for
the few members who don't have email addresses would cost over $6.00
for each copy. Vic has indicated he would like to discontinue mailing out
hard copies and we need a volunteer to take over that job. Reid said he
could mail out black and white copies off of his printer. Also suggested was
that those members find a friend or relative who their copy could be
emailed to and print a copy.
OLD BUSINESS: Activity Chairman Harry Ransom gave an update of current
and future activities and car shows coming up in the near future that some
of our members may want to represent the club at, he also stated that as
the hot weather comes those activities will diminish. He reminded us of the
upcoming outing to Paul Greens shop where a tour will be given followed
by a Pizza luncheon at his location. Paul had maps available for anyone
needing directions.

NEW BUSINESS: President Mike Wade showed samples of Vegas Vairs door
magnets available for members attending other car functions, like car
shows or parades, that he will make and sell for $15 per set of two and
donate half of each sale to the club treasury. The roster was passed around
for those who wanted a set could indicate their desire to purchase. (note: a
number was sent to Mike and he will bring them to the May meeting)
FOR SALE OR NEEDED: Mike Wade needs a 4 speed transmission, LM style
and Marty Katz indicated he has rebuilt and as is in stock.
The raffle was conducted and $39 was won by Jay Chocek. The meeting was
adjourned at 7:45 pm.
- Respectively submitted by Ingrid Howard, Secretary/Treasurer
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President’s Message:
Well, this is my first letter from the Prez. Last week was a rough one, between the meeting
and work at my shop. I was trying to get ready for The Viva Las Vegas show, the Auto Swap
Meet at the Silver Bowl, plus the club event at Paul’s shop. Just to much to cram into one
day. All in all worth it!
Had one of 2 Corvairs in the show, out of 300-400 cars. (see show report). Did well at the
Auto Swap Meet. Sold the factory wheels of my C5 Corvette and a set of 14" Craigers with
tires. Then caught just the tail end of the club event, but did make a appearance. Now it's
time to back to work so i can relax! I not sure when the next meeting is but I will see you all there.

- Mike The Prez.

Events, Gatherings, Shows...
May 5-8, 2016 (Thursday-Sunday)

June 3-5, 2016 (Friday-Sunday)

Cinco DeMayo Car Show & Celebration

32nd Tri-State Corvair Meet sponsored by the Pikes
Peak Corvair Club

Tropicana Laughlin, NV. Many Room & Show Packages Available.

May 7, 2016 (Saturday)
Poker Run sponsored by the VMCCA High Rollers Car
Club

Holiday Inn Express & Suites, Montrose CO. Friday Registration
& Welcome 3-7 pm. Saturday "Show & Shine" car display less
than 1 mile from hotel. Banquet at the host hotel on Saturday
evening. Sunday drive home. For registration information,
check out the Pikes Peak Corvair Club website at http://
www.corvair.org/chapters/chapter809

Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area - Start at Calico
Jack's Saloon & Restaurant @8200 W. Charleston Blvd. - BreakSaturdays
fast 7:00-8:00 am on your own - Registration 8:00-9:00am in
parking lot with a $25 Buy-in - Finish at the T-Bird Restaurant Cars & Coffee
@ Lindell and Blue Diamond Rd. (west of Decatur)
South Eastern from 6:30 to 9:30am.

May 7, 2016 (Saturday)

Sundays

Team Ford/Lincoln Great American Classic Car Show

West End Boyz

Team Ford Lincoln @ U.S. 95 and Ann Road - $10 donation Trophies, prizes, and BBQ - see www.mustangsoflv.org

N/E corner of Jones & Cheyenne 6:30 to 10:30 am.

June 4, 2016 (Staurday)

Stay In doors!

July through September

26th Annual Parowan Fun Run in Utah
$10.00 registration - Trophies and 50/50 - Info. call Jet Smith
@ 1-435-477-9022 or Frank Mattison @ 702-565-8949

- - - - Happy motoring, Harry & Cora

Vegas Vairs Door Magnets Now Available!
Vegas Vairs magnetic door signs are 15.00 per pair or 7.50 a
piece if you want only one. 50% of the sales will go to the club
with the balance covering production costs.
Contact Mike Wade
(702) 219-2622
mikewade2711@yahoo.com
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Corvair News:
Corvairs - Rebar - Pizza
The Vegas Vairs Visit Paul Green Industries
April 1, 2016 - Report and Photos By Harry Ransom
Twas a fine, fine day. No snow,
no tornados, and no humidity to
speak of; just warm and windy.
These were pleasant conditions
under which to visit Paul Green's
business where machines for
cutting and bending of
construction rebar rod have
been manufactured for 30 years
in Henderson, NV. - of course!
Paul led a tour of the numerous
buildings that house the
materials, machine tools,
welders, and jigs and fixtures
that are utilized to fabricate the
very specific super heavy duty
machines that "tame" any rebar
challenge. These manufactured
products are sold throughout
the world! And, most all of them
have been designed or modified
by our own former Vegas Vairs
president Paul. Impressive
indeed.
The gang enjoyed pizza and soft
drinks in the employee break
room after the tour. The usual
bench racing and exchange of
opinions took place amongst the
assembled. Wow, we consumed
a lot of pizza!

Vic Howard brought his super clean
Greenbrier six door FC all the way
from Fort Mohave, AZ. He said that
it's really fun to drive.

I believe a good time was had by
all. I'm just always amazed that so
few of the total club membership
attends these gatherings.
Thanks again Paul.
- - - Happy (air cooled) motoring, Cora's Dad
P.S. - Want to have some fun? Next time you're at a car show and
you're explaining your Corvair to some interested people, if a
Corvette owner is nearby make sure you refer (loudly) to your ride as
the air cooled version of the Corvette. That's almost as much fun as
bragging to a 911 owner that a Corvair is obviously superior to the
copycat Porsche, and, with lock washers! Of course, in addition, our
unique vehicles cost only 20% as much! Note, it sometimes does help
to be armed if you engage in these prickly endeavors! LOL.
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Corvair News (Continued):
Jake's Birthday Bash Car Show
March 19, 2016 - Report & Photo By Harry Ransom
It was a dark and stormy night (predicted), but actually, 'twuz
a bright and sunny Saturday for this modest German car shop
sponsored show. It looked progressive on paper, but, I've
experienced better - MUCH, MUCH better!

Many consider me to be abnormal or at least lacking since I
detest hard rock, motown, jazz, hip-hop, and/or any related
obnoxious noise. Notice, I refuse to call it music! Well, when I
pulled in I cruised around checking out who was there. I did
recognize a few of the participant's rides.
Then, I noticed my worst car show fears - - - refrigerator sized
P.A. speakers!!!!! I didn't leave immediately (as I should have)
in order to give the decibel demons a chance to prove
themselves. Well, they were true to form once they finished
setting up - and, about as subtle as a NATO air strike!

I was about to pack up when Marty Katz pulled in next to me.

Now, I couldn't just abandon my Vegas Vairs buddy, right?
And, he was someone to talk to. Yeah, right. We were about
80% as far as
anyone could
have parked
from the
melody
monsters yet
we still had to
shout to be
heard. The
spectators had
questions and remarks but we basically had to forgo any
pleasant levels of conversation. It's just a shame. This scenario
happens all the time. Worst of all, this "band" really sucked as
well. Pity. - - - Dirty (with plugs in my ears) Harry

Vegas Valley Mustangs Easter Charity Car Show
April 2, 2016 - Green Valley Ranch - Report & Photo By Harry Ransom
Easter show, eh? Yeah, well, it was close to the Easter time
when it's normally celebrated. Anyway, about 150 cars
showed up to compete in chronological categories.
There was a real mixed bag of rides on display ranging from a
1935 Auburn Speedster (Candace & Co.), a 1949 totally radical
Ford convertible trailer queen, a 1956 Lavender M-B Gullwing,
and about 3 trillion Mustangs of all vintages. Really, many cars
were absolutely stunning.

some poor techniques with suspect criteria. My car, and the
ones on either side of me were never judged! I didn't expect to
win. But I
would really
have liked to
know where I
was losing
points. This
It was a truly splendid and colorful display on the roof of the
same "lack of
casino's south parking garage. However, this gathering
judgment"
couldn't be viewed from ground level so there were hardly any happened at
"civilians" who strolled by to ask the usual dumb questions. I
the Jake's
never thought I'd say this but I missed that "public"
Birthday Bash Noise & Car Show on March 19th. Grumble,
interaction. Of course, the other participating gearheads did
grumble.
have technical queries which were expected and welcomed.
Okay, enough of these chocolate bunnies and peeps from post
Judging? Well, for an experienced club they demonstrated
Easter breakfasts. - - - - Drive safe y'all, Harry
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Corvair News (Continued):
Viva Las Vegas Car Show
April 14, 2016 - Report & Photos by Mike Wade
I had been wanting to go to The Viva Las Vegas Show for years,
but was very pricey. This year they changed things up a bit. It
was free to put your car in the show but then you had to pay
to get in 30.00 bucks a day so i bought 2 tickets for Sat. Huge
turn out and participation. Many car clubs from all over.
The show was for 63 and earlier American cars. More 50's air
bagged rockabilly car's than anything. So a original bone stock
62 Corvair did not draw much attention, oh well had to
represent. There was on other Corvair a early model not sure
what year, it was heavily modified (see photos).
I stayed most of the day into the night, saw 2 bands and lots of
really nice cars. Lots of up do's, tattoos and rust. May go next Reporting from The Viva Las Vegas
- Mike The Prez, I'm Out!
year but don't think I'll show a car.
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Corvair News (Continued):
Corvair Engines In Aircraft by Bob Helt
April 24, 2016—Corvair College at Chino, CA
It’s like having parallel universes. On one hand we have the
people owning and driving Corvair automobiles and on the
other hand there are those who prefer to own and fly Corvair
powered aircraft. We, of course, are familiar with the Corvair
cars. But do we know and appreciate those who fly Corvair
powered aircraft? The common bond between the two groups
is the engine itself (and the camaraderie). So while the Corvair
aircraft engine does have some modifications to adapt it to
flight, there are so many commonalities otherwise. Corvair
engines used for aircraft are built just like you might
meticulously build an engine for your Classic Corvair. It seems
like the two groups do have so much in common that they
might want to meet frequently.
And those aircraft owners are not only building their own light
aircraft (from kits likely) but they are also building their own
engines to power these aircraft. And how do they know how
to rebuild their Corvair engines? It’s because of one man,
William Wynne of Florida who is part mechanic, part teacher,
and part philosopher. He has set up his organization to help
these builders by going around the country and holding threeday long Corvair Colleges. During which, the builders bring
their old worn out Corvair engines (from the car people or junk
yard) and tear them down, clean them, and proceed to turn
them into gleaming objects of art that will power their aircraft.
Of course this rebuilding may require the attendance to
several of these Colleges over maybe a year or so to complete
them. But with William and his associates, holding these build
sessions in local airport hangers and supplying the locations,
facilities, special tools, supervision, and advice at little to no
cost the Colleges are very popular.

Yes, William and his associates do manufacture special parts
and sell them to the builders but frankly this is more of a
service than a money maker for them.
William just concluded the 27th Corvair College at Chino, CA
this last weekend (24 April 2016) with some 20 Builders in
attendance. One engine was finished and dyno tested
successfully for some 30 minutes. Ten to 15 other engines
were partially built and advanced toward completion.
If you are interested in more information about this Corvair
aircraft organization, check them out at FlyCorvair.net William
is a great guy and welcomes anyone to attend one of his
Colleges to observe or participate. - Bob Helt
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New Finds:
LED Tail Lights - by John O’Shea
Some of us have tried LED tail light bulbs with mixed results. Many of Here's a picture of the LED disk attached to the tail light housing.
the lower priced LED bulbs are not as bright as the stock Corvair
bulbs and don't last as long as advertised. How about an LED tail light
that's not a bulb? Here's a picture of an LED disk that's made
specifically for late model Corvairs.

If you look closely you can see 27 white surface mounted LEDs and
some resistors. The disk in the picture emits low and high red color
for the tail lights and the brake/turn signal lights. Both are much
brighter than the standard bulb. LED disks are also available that
emit bright white color to replace the backup light bulbs.

Years ago I converted my car to four tail lights with backup lights
below the bumper. Here are my new LED brake lights during the day.

The bulb base on the end of the wires plugs into the existing car
socket in the same way as a standard bulb.
Some LEDs will cause the turn signal flasher to operate incorrectly
because of the low current draw. These LED disks operate correctly
with the stock Corvair turn signal flasher.
I chose to install the disks with Velcro tabs. Here are pictures of the
tail light housing and the LED disk with Velcro tabs attached.

Contact carey_b@bellsouth.net, a Corvair owner, for more details.
Disks for early Corvairs are in the works. Check with Ben Carey for
exact pricing. LM disks are under $30. — John O’Shea

REMINDER — All CORSA Members are reminded & encouraged to cast your ballots for CORSA Division Directors. You can
vote online by visiting the CORSA website at http://www.corsa.org/. CORSA is a world-wide organization with 4,000
members and 120 local chapters worldwide. If you’re not currently a member of CORSA, please consider joining.
Division Nominees: (Eastern: Jerry Brown, Allan Lacki - Central: Jack Bacon, Dale Dewald, Ken Hand - Western: Ed Halpin)
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For Sale Items:
MARTY KATZ ~ N.O.S. 62/63 rear exhaust grill - $1200
NOS Corvair Wire Wheel Covers for 64-66 with spinners or
67-69 center caps. $1000 for the set.

Marty is has other Corvair parts for sale and is looking for
Turbo distributors and small block bell housings.
Phone: 702-303-7829, email: martykatz53@yahoo.com

1966 Monza - 110/auto, Fully restored. $18K firm.
Phone only: 480-241-0831

1963 Greenbrier - Automatic, ran when parked.
David Foster azrnmkr@cox.net

1964 Monza Coupe - Automatic. $8,900
Rowe Kaple 520 299-1250, Cell: 520 275-2748.

1966 Monza - 110/auto, new gas tank, exhaust, brakes.
Ron 520-891-7542 or Mike 520-979-0310

1966 Corvair Convertible - Automatic, New 140, New Top,
Upholstery (not installed) & Paint. Offered by former VV
member Rachel Booth who’s husband passed away. She also
has many parts for sale. The car is currently for sale on
craigslist. 702-496-4015, phonerachelbooth@gmail.com

1960 Monza Sedan - Clean car with nice interior and nice
paint. Has some paint chipping in a passenger door. Runs and
drives and has a recent tune up and oil change.
Phone: 520-990-2583. Email: ianradin@gmail.com
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Advertisers:

BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE
 THE CLASSIC CORVAIR
A technical maintenance and upgrade manual.
330 pages. $35 + $8 S&H.

 CORVAIR SECRETS
Major revision adding 70 pages. Things you probably don’t know about
the design and operation of the Corvair automobile.
250 pages. $30 + $7 S&H.

Our 43rd Year!
Newly Revised 2013-2018 Now Available
If you did not get our new catalog previously, you can
get one free on your first $50 order
during 2016. (Additional catalogs $3 with an order)

 HOW TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR ROCHESTER
CARBURETORS
Comprehensive non-turbo carburetor rebuild information.
110 pages. $20 + $5 S&H.

 HOW TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR CARTER
YH CARBURETORS
Comprehensive turbo carburetor rebuild information.
90 pages. $25 + $5 S&H.
If interested in purchasing any of these books, please call me,
Bob Helt, at 702-256-2008 or email me at Bobhelt@aol.com for delivery
to one of the VEGAS VAIRS club meetings for no S&H charges.

You Get 3 Catalogs
MAIN CATALOG - Over 420 Pages, over 15,000 parts
SPECIALTY CATALOG - Over 220 pages (NOS,OTTO and
USED PARTS, TECH TIPS AND TOOLS)
NEW 2016 SUPPLEMENT - Price list has over 40 pages

Check or money order to:

Bob Helt
3016 Pearl Harbor Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89117
PayPal:
Or call:

Bobhelt@aol.com
(702) 256-2008

Clark’s Corvair Parts®
400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370
(413) 625-9776 www.corvair.com
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Finish Line:
Nearly Fifty Years Ago, GM Built Its 100 Millionth Car
Road & Track
Apr 24, 2016 by Blake Z. Rong
On this week in 1967, GM's 100 millionth car rolled
off the line. GM hit this mark on April 21, 1967,
when a humble Chevrolet Caprice coupe in Marina
Blue with a matching vinyl interior and bench seats
rolled off the line in Janesville. It still resides in GM's
Sloan Museum in Flint, Michigan, a longstanding
General Motors city now famous for entirely
different reasons. Untouched by actual use, it
proudly wears a banner on its door proclaiming its
special status.
Continue Reading Online

A Look Back... This 380hp, 190ci Naturally Aspirated Corvair Engine At 9,000 RPM Is The Angriest
Thing You Will Hear Today (Dyno Video)
May 16, 2015 - Brian Lohnes - BangShift
In the realm of cool dyno videos, this one hits on the top
end of the “good stuff” meter. We’re not sure that we
have ever run a Corvair engine dyno video before but if
we have, this one would trump it. The engine you are
going to see is a full race unit designed to be run in an
NHRA comp eliminator dragster. If we were guessing
we’d say like an E-Econo Dragster or somewhere in that
range. That class would make the car weight in at about
1100lbs or so as this motor measures out to 190ci. Like all
econo-dragster entries this engine would be backed by an
automatic transmission. The class limits carbs to a single
4bbl but we’re guessing in this case the pair of two bbls
meet that requirement due to the layout of the engine.
So this little beast makes 380hp and 250 lb/ft at 9,100 RPM and it sounds like all of that on the video you’ll watch below. The
motor has a 14.2:1 compression ratio, runs a roller cam of unlisted size, has highly modified cylinder heads and intake manifold
setup by Ray’s Dyno and Machine and can sing to 9,100 RPM and be really, really happy sounding about it. To see one of these
motors making this kind of HP naturally aspirated is jaw dropping for us anyway. We know there were turbocharged versions
and guys have put blowers to them and all but just on its own making more than 2x the hottest version that the factory every
put out and almost 3x what the healthiest naturally aspirated mill made is rare air for sure. Continue Reading Online...
Watch the Video on YouTube: http://youtu.be/zcPGfjUO3Yg
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